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INTRODUCTION. 


Tue following pages contain a narrative of a journey performed 
nearly half a century ago by Captain G. Forster Sadlier of the 
British Army across the peninsula of Arabia, a region which has 
recently been invested with an. unusual degree of interest by the 
‘revelations of Mr. Giffard Palgrave. 


Captain Sadlier was appointed by the Bombay Government in 
1819 to proceed on a mission to the Camp of Ibrahim Pacha, 
who was at that time engaged in the subversion of the Wahabee 
Power in Arabia. 


‘The object * of his mission was s briefly to congratulate the Pacha 
on his successes against the Wahabees, which had lately resulted 
in the capture of their capital town of Deriah, and to ascertain 
how far’ he might be inclined to co-operate with the ‘British 
Government in the reduction. of the Wahabee pirates in m 
Persian Gulf. : | 


As the exact position of the Pacha’s camp was not known to 
the Bombay Government, Captain Sadlier was directed to call 
in the first place at Muscat, for the purpose of communicating 
with the Imam on the intended expedition against the ‘Piratical. 
tribes in the Persian Gulf, and of obtaining information — 
the route by’ which he might proceed. to his destination, | 


~ Tnatend of finding the Pacha’ ‘of Egypt on the shores of the 
Persian Gulf, and. pissing the period of his mission in the 
: Turkish. camp | in ‘communication with 9 British Foreé, Captain 
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Sadlier was compelled to perform .an arduous journey of twelve 
hundred miles across the deserts of Arabia from Katif in the 
Persian Gulf, by Lahisaa to Yambo i in the Red Sea—an enterprise 
never before attempted by any. European, 


In 1821 the Literary Society of Bombay, in. spapteuns an 
account of this extraordinary j journey, observed :— 


ee Travelling, however, expeditiously and alone, through a 
country in which the exact position of a single town has never. 
been ascertained, and unprovided ‘with the necessary instruments, 
it has not been in Captain Sadlier’s power to give that. geogra~ 
phical precision to his route which he would have wished ; but he 
was particularly attentive in frequently marking the direction of 
his march-by a very good | compass; and in noting exactly the time 
of each day’s journey; and by such means, as it is well known, a 
near approximation to the truth may be obtained, | 


«The principal part of Captain Sadlier’ a journey ‘lay through 
the provinces of Hajar, or: Bahrein, and Najd, which have been 
always the residence of the Bedouin tribes. Their peculiar mode 
of life, and the deserts which they i inhabit, must ever prevent any 
material, change taking place in’ their manners, customs, and 
government, ‘Hence the accurate description of them given by 
Niebuhr - fifty-eight years ago will be found equally correct at 

this day. He observes with regard to. Hejar: : § Tout le district 
appartient a. la tribu Beni Kaled, une des plus puissantes parmi les 
‘Arabes, laquelle 8 ’étend: ai avant’ ‘dans le. désert - ‘qu ’elle ‘inquidte. 
souvent les caravans entre ‘Bagdad: et Halel. Le Shech aujourd'hui 
‘regnant_ se nomme ‘Arir.: ‘La: plus. grands partie. de ce. ‘pays est. 
habitée. par les Bédouins, et par diverses tribus. qui reconniaissent 
la ‘souveraineté de le. tribu Beni. “Khaled. ‘On: ¥ trouve: “encore 
plusieurs villes,  Lachéa ‘est Ia, résidence da. Shech regnant.”*’ 
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| Captain Sadlier mentions that Lahissa, Katif, and the greatest 
part of this district had been reduced by the Turks; and that on 
Ibrahim Paclia withdrawing his troops from this part of Arabia, 
Lahissa and itedependencies were restored to the Beni Khalid, 
but as tributaries to the Pacha, who claimed a proportion of the 
reventies as a remuneration for the expenses of the war, and for 
re-instating the tribe in their former possessions, Niebuhr con- 
cludes his account of the sea-ports of this province by observing, 
«Je ne sais, au reste, aucune particularité des autres villes et vil- 
lages de V’intérieur du pays.’* On this point Captain Sadlier 8 
Journal will afford new and important information.” ae 


Very little can be gleaned from the. records. of the Bombay 
Government regarding Captain Sadlier’s public career. He was 
an officer of H. M’s, 47th Regiment, and was introduced to the 
notice of Sur Evan. Nepean, Governor of Bombay, by Lord 
Hastings, to whom he had commended himself while employed in 
Persia, The successful manner in which he carried out his mie- 
‘sion to Ibrahim Pacha induced the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone, 
on Captain Sadlier’ sreturn from Arabia in 1820, to entrust him 
with a mission to the Ameers of Sind, who hed about that time 
evinced a desire to improve th eirrelations with the British Govern- 
‘ment, - Captain Sadlier. returned from Sind i in May. 1821, and 
‘rejoined his Regiment i in India, with which he appears to have 
‘ooeoded evenly to Bgl in 1825, : ei ee er 





REMARKS 


ROUTE ACROSS ARABIA, 


EL-KATIF IN THE PERSIAN GULF 


TO 


YAMBO IN THE RED SEA. 


Wirta a view to elucidate the general direction of my route, to 
mark the probable relative positions of the intervening towns or 
places which I passed in this journey, and to render the narrative 
of His Excellency Ibrahim Pacha’s exploits more clear, I have 
affixed a route across Arabia from Katif to Yambo. 


Dung the first stages I was obliged to guess at the distances, 
not being as yet sufficiently acquainted with the pace and gait of 
the camel to form an idea of the rate at which we were moving ; 
a few days’ observation and timing the animal’s pace enabled me 
to form a tolerably correct opinion, and thence deduce a rate for 
my general guidance, by calculating from the number of hours 
we were actually on the march. : : 


For marches not exceeding eight hours I calculated three 
miles an hour, and for marches exceeding that number of hours 
I lessened the computed distance to two and half and to two and 
three-quarter miles per hour, making a eta im some cases 
for hilly and rocky ground, | 


_ The general direction of the line of march I took frequently 
with a very good compass, always alighting from. my ‘camel, its 
motion being too — to admit of a oe being wm nsed even 
when in a walk. | oe a9 
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From Katif we proceeded by broken stages to Oomerrubecah 
in the desert, and thence by a retrograde and circuitéus route to 
Ul Ahsa,* from whence we returned very unexpectedly to Oomer- 
rubeeah by a different route. On laying down the track thus far. 
there does not appear to be any considerable errggy.as the: dis- 
tances and bearings which I had taken brought me within seven 
or eight miles of my first calculation. 


From this point we again set out with the intention of pagneed: 
ing direct to Deriah, but.an unlucky event: obliged this route to 
be abandoned, and we again became wanderers in the desert till 
we reached Munfooah and Riaz, to the south of Deriah. These 
were the only settled habitations of: man which we had met with 
for fourteen days from the pefiod of our departure from Ul. Ahsa. 


From the site of Deriah we proceeded towards . Anizeh, one of 
the principal towns in the interior of Arabia. I frequently in- 
quired of the guides and Bedouins who accompanied us how many 
marches and what towns intervened, and was a good deal eur- 
prised when they all agreed that we should pass through Shakra | 
before we would reach Anizeh. The position of these twg places: 
with regard to Deriah appears to me to be reversed on the printed 
maps. , 

Quitting Shakra we eventually arrived at Anizeh and Rus, 
from whence I reluctantly set off for the Holy City of Medina, 
which I have placed according to the latitude and longitude 
assigned to it in the new maps of 1819. Although my calcula- 
tions did not bring me so far south, I have allowed for the varia- 
tion of the compass during this westerly course, as it appears to be 

considerable in the latitude of Yambo , being nearly one point. . 

An unlucky secident which occurred near Medina preciaded the 
possibility of my making any just observations on the masy wind- 
ings of our route through the extraordinary valley, which affords 





* Ul Ahaa, Lahsa, or Labia is properly the name of a district, and | ppt cf any par 
ticular town, as will appear in the déseription of that tract of country, bat as Arrow- 


emith, Pinkerton, ée, et continu fo mark. the etic tow by tht mame, Tass 
conformed to them. | 





&% communication or passage through the range of mountains 
which separates Ul Hejanj from Nedjed. This valley is very con- 
fined, and our caravan was much too numerous to proceed in one 
body. I do not imagine that we exceeded two miles an hour 
- during this part of the journey. | 

[ have inserted the names of many places that do not appear on 
any printed map of Arabia, but I have limited the insertion to 
those only through which I passed myself, many of which are 
mentioned in the narrative of His Excellency’s campat gn against 
the Wahahees. 7 


On comparing this route with the maps of Arabia now in print, 
the positions I have assigned to many places will be found to 
differ from some vf them materially. I have already noticed 
Shakra, and had I in this instance adhered to the maps, the 
position of,that place would have been much too far to the north 
for the theatre of His Excellency’s exploits, from the narrative of | 
which it is evident that Shakra must have Jain in his route as an 
impediment to his. approach to Deriah subsequent to the fall of 
Rus, Anizeh, &c. If Shakra had been situated at the foot of Jubul 
Ohn mmer, as Pinkerton has placed it, the Pacha must have visit- 
vd jit when he made the expedition to that place from Heneekah, 
and this occurred previous to the battle of Jubal Mawuch. 


Mr. Pinkerton lays down Medina further to the south than 
Arrowsmith or Leake, and all the geographers differ from each 
other in the latitudes as well as the longitudes they assign to the 
places they: mention in the interior of this part of Arabia. 


This induces me-to imagine that the maps have been compiled 
from the reports of Bedouins, and that he precise situations of 
those places have never been ascertained with mathematical preé- 
cision... These. Bedouins are very inexpert in tracing the relative 
positions and distances of places. They have no fixed measure~ 
ment to compute their distances, such as miles, coss, farsungs ; 
and their general: raethod of. estimating. time is by. days’ marches... 
The rising, sun. points. out-the. east, -and the setting ‘the woat, or 
the direction of Mecca. The north star and some others are 
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known to the more intelligent Arabs, but in general they do not 
possess the same acuteness that the Indian Hurkfrehs are so. 
justly. celebrated for. I have therefore .confixed . a as in the 
present instance to my own’ observations. 


From a route through a country in which the exact position of 
a single town has never been ascertained, precision will not, I 
hope, be expected, particularigy. ‘when the’ very limited means at 
my disposal are taken into consideration, together with the i insu- 
lated, solitary situation in which I vay Deeper found yell 


DIARY: 


1819, April 14th —On the,morning of the 14th April I received 
the instructions for the guidance of my conduct on this mis- 
sion which had been prepared by order of the Right Honourable 
Sir Evan Nepean, Bart., Governor of Bombay , and embarked on 
the Honourable Company’s cruizer “Thetis,” commanded by 
Captain Tanner, this vessel being particularly ordered for this 
duty. The Commander received instructions to proceed in the 
first instance to Muscat, to enable me to communicate with the 
Imam; we therefore prepared to sail without further delay. My 
hopes, however, of a speedy passage were much damped by the 
advanced season of the year, which — led us to anticipate a 
tedious voyage. 


The “ Thetis” although a brig of war, acuis 14 guns, was 
ill adapted, from her build, for sailing, and of so small a class, 
that little room could be appropriated to the conveyance of bag- 
gage. I therefore obtamed permission to send the tents which 
had been furnished foxtitiiy use to Bushire by a merchant, vessel 
proceeding to that place, and this. proved rather a lucky arrange- 
ment, as. the Thetis” could not possibly. have, received, them. 
| Even the. “presents with which J had been proved ‘were. stowed 

in the boat on deck. 


April 16th Oa the ofening ¢ of the 16th Aprils we + fell 5 in; with, 
| a. Ms. ship “Conway” from the Gulf, “My. anxiety’ to:obtain infor- 
oumpation from. that quarter induced : me to accompany Lieut. Tanner, 
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who proceeded on board to pay 'a visit to Captain Barnard, from 
whom We “learned that there had not been a depredation com- — 
mitted by the Joassmees within the Gulf for many months, 

although the complaints of. the cruelties committed by them in 

other quarters were very numerous. He had met with an empty 

boat at sea the day previous, which he supposed to have been 

plundered by the pirates. As Dgetor Colquhoun (the late Resi- 

dent at Bussorah). was a passenger in this ship, I mentioned the 
furport of my journey. He informed me that about six months 
ago the caravans were it the habit of passing frequently between 
Bussorah and the Turkish camp, but that latterly the communi- 
cation was interrupted in consequence of a misunderstanding 
between Ibrahim Pacha and some ofthe Arab tribes. However, 
he stated that the communication between Bushire and Kuteef 
was in general open, and that by this route he conceived it 
easier to approach the Turkish army than by the Bussorah route. 

With respect to the Bahreinees he was not aware of any ened 
ation having taken place. 

May 4th.—The sameness of tho voyage was broken through 
on the afternoon of the 4th of May by the discovery of land at 
a considerable distance. It was not, however, till the evening 
of 5th that we could discern it plainly. It became equally evident 
to us from another cause that we were within the Gulf. The 
thermometer, which hitherto had not risen above 85°, was now 
rismg to 90 and soon reached 92°; we Were cvidently within 
Rus-ul-Hud. | : 

May 7th.—On the morning of 7th May we were to the north- 
west of Cape Coriatte, the weather extremely sultry, and the wind 
baffling “and light, the vessel moved slow, gradually approaching 
the stupendous mountains which overhang Muscat. In the even- 
ing we came to ‘an anchor in the cove, and a “boat waa. ‘sent on 
shore to ‘eéquaint the Imam of the arrival of the cruizer on this 
station, and of the Commander’s intention to salute the Fort. | ‘y 
-availed mysdlf ofthis opportunity ‘to present my: respec is to. His 
Highness through ‘Lieutenant Nish, who proceé ded “in the boat. 
On-his return the salute was fired, and answered by an eqitat 
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‘nomber of guns from a fort, which was so much shook by the 
concussion that a page of the peer gave way and* rotled into 
the sea. 


“The observance of this necessary ‘etiquette was productive ofa 
most serious loss to me in my present situation: my thermometer, 
which had hung ip the cabin during the voyage in a wooden 
case covered with leather, wangbroken into sc many minute par- 
ticles that it became difficult to separate the glass from the 
quicksilver with which it was intermixed i in the bottom ofthe case. 
At Muscat it was totally impossible +0 procure another, and I 
could scarcely expect to supply myself with one.in the Gulf of 
Persia. 


Ag it would require seca days to siosnnietin the object of my 
visit to Muscat, and as I was desirous to be in a situation of easy 
access to any persons from whom I could derive information, I 
requested the Imam to accommodate me with a house on shore for 
a few days. ‘This was absolutely necessary.as the difficulty of 
going off toa small ship at unexpected hours would have been 
attended with inconvenience to all parties, and although a resi-’ 
dence on shore was likely to be attended with unpleasant conse- 
quences to myself, I determined to sacrifice my personal or 
private convenience to the motiyes above mentioned. _ | 

May 8th.—I had the pleasure to receive a visit afloat from 
His Highness’s Minister on the morning of the 8th, when it was 
arranged that I should be received at 11 o’clock, and then present 
the-letter which had been entrusted to my charge by the Right 
Honourable the Governor of Bontbay. The ‘Minister appeared to 
be rather a stupid, ‘drowsy ‘man ; a few fulsome compliments pass- 
ed,-and as there ia-but little etiquette obétrved at His Highness’s 
court, the preliminaries of the presentation were easily arringed, | 
The only request on his = was that I would: ‘aot enter ¢ on n busi 
ness at the first interview. : | i 

Bw Mls -shodp “Gaitow, au ooiishanded ty “Captain . Wa, | 
arrived catly this “Wording ‘althoigh | she ‘did not: gepart . from 
Bombay till ten - days ‘wubsbrquent to' the te Thetis,” ca , On my way. 
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to the shore I paid a visit to Captain Walpole, who accompanied 
me in the. “Thetis’s” boat with Lieutenant Tanner. We were. 
received on landing by the Minister, who conducted us to the 
Imam’s palace, where His, Highness and his brother were seated 
in a verandsh at the end of a terrace, from whence the shipping in 
the cove were to be seen to advantage. The room was neatly 
carpeted, and furnished with chait®, Our reception was courte- 
ous. His Highness’s inquiries after the health of each gentleman 
were expressed with much affability; after which he introduced 
his brother, Seyud Salem, and the Minister Sheikh Alee bin Fazil. 
His Excellency expressed the high sense he entertained of the 
friendly alliance and good unders: tanding which has uniformly 
existed between the Honourable Company’s Government and his 
family, and from which he has derived such constant support. 
Having replied to his inquiries respecting the health of the 
Right Honourable the Governor of Bombay, I approached for the 
purpose of presenting the letter which had been entrusted to 
my charge, on which His Highness arose from his chair, and 
received the letter with every appearance of satisfaction. The 
‘convursatién which ensued was a complimentary inquiry respect- 
ing the late successes of the British arms in India, and the 
expression of a perfect confidence in the result of the i- 
tended operations in the Persian Gulf. One subject was repeat- 
edly urged, that the friends of each State were reciprocally con- 
sidered as friends, and that the enemies of either would. of course 
be considered as such by the other ; this evidently had an allusion 
to some topic as yet inembryo. The visit having been protracted. 
to an unusual length, we withdrew, and retired to the smoky 
habitation i in, which I was to take up my sabia my ime! 
at Muscat. ; | 
His Highness g Minister waited on me in the ‘evening aa | 
entered into | a long discussion, which was intended as & prekad : 








the , Parkish ¢ mrs oh the coast of the Red Sea, and the peesiinity 
of the scene’ of action. conteimplated . on -the coast of ‘the Por. 
sian ‘Gulf to the boundary of the Imam’ 8. dominions » Were no 
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doubt. events. to which the. Tes would look with extreme 
jealousy ; ; it required much argument to induce the Minister to 
depart with an apparent degree of satisfaction, although I could 
‘not perceive that he was much interested in the result. He 
appeared to be rather a lethargic man,. advanced in years, with 
more than an usual portion of apathy blended in his disposition, 
even asan Arab, Having evinced every possible desire to afford 
His Highness leisure. to peruse the letter which I had presented, 
and to await his leisure to enter on the arrangements alluded to 
in that address, I however thought ‘it was also necessary to pre- 
vent the probable inconveniences arising from delay at this 
advanced season of the year, and therefore urged my desire to 
wait on the Imam, if possible, on the follawing day. 

May 9th.—On the morning of the 9th I expected to be sum- 
moned to attend, but the Minister appeared with a budget of 
news respecting the fall of Brimee, and the expected arrival of 
Buttal Wahabee, the late chief of that district. Although good 
news were rather seldom promulgated at Muscat, I must confess 
that I listened to this long communication with some degree of 
impatience. Nearly: a whole day passed in learning that the dis. 
sensions between some of the Chiefs of the Joassmees had induced 
this Sheikh to throw himself on the mercy of the Imam, in pre- 
ference to resigning his power to the Chiefs of Shargah and 
_Aieman, who in all probability would have deprived him of his 
head to make room for one of their own adherents. Brimee is 
described to bea very strong fort with two bastions or towers, 
built of masonry, surrounded by a very deep ditch. The distance 
from Ras-ul-Khima and Shargah to Brimee is stated to be 
two days’. march inland ; this place had afforded succours' to. Ras- 

ul-Khima, and from the country in its neighbourhood reinforce- 
a of. eavalry, camels, &c. were generally despatched when- 
ever the. latter place was threatened. The Minister prolonged i 
account of the warfare, which he eaid had taken: ‘place, with a view, 
no doubt, to impress on. my mind the prowess of the troops which 
had. been sent against . Buttal, : who, I believe,’ yielded . to the 
policy of: the times, and not to the ace of His Highness’: ptroops. 
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In the evening of the 9th I obtained my second interview, 
when I fourfi the Imam and the Minister seated as usual in the 
verandah; they appeared in a very gloomy mood, and I found it 
extremely difficult to agitate or introduce the motives of my visit 
to Muscat. His Highness expressed himself with much vehemence 
whenever he had occasion to introduce the name of the Pacha. 
All my efforts to draw his attention to other topics were vain, and 
I found myself obliged to argue the point with much more warmth 
than I had been led to expect. He expatiated on the. impossi- 
bility of my getting to Deriah, or being able to retarn from 
thence (should I fortunately reach the camp) in time to make 
any arrangements in which the Pacha could be connected, 
even was he at liberty to enter into our views without con- 
sulting the Pacha of Egypt. He reviled the conduct of Ibrahim 
Pacha, and charged him with acts of cruelty against the Arabs, 
the reports of which would prevent him from beng able to 
associate his Arab troops with the Pacha’s Turks. Having allow- 
ed His Highness to vent a portion of his mighty anger, I was 
obliged to urge my arguments in reply, and after a long con- 
ference it was agreed that His Highness’s troops were not to be 
expected to act in conjunction with the Turks—a point which in 
reality (like many others at issue) never could be required if the 
‘Turkich army should appear on the stage. The principal object 
that the Imam had in view was of course to preclude the intro- 
duction of the Turkish army, but as he could not substitute an 
equivalent, this point could not be acquiesced in. He then natu- 
rally turned his thoughts to forming a barrier against the future 
encroachments of Ibrahim Pacha, and expressed his hopes that 
he would find the British Government ready to support his cause, 
and frequently asked me to give him a pledge to that effect, my ° 
reply to which was invariably that the good understanding which 
has hitherto existed between Mahomed Ali Pacha and the British 
Government must be considered as the best pledge that can be 
offered for *the future good understanding which the’ British 
Government expects and hopes to see» established “between 
‘Thrahim Pacha and His: ‘Highness; that . hitherto no acts of 
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Ibrahim Pacha’s conduct towards His Highness could be con- 
sidered inimical, it would be indelicate to enter upon any measures 
anticipating such an improbable event. Our deliberations having 
been prolonged to a very unusual and unnecessary length,’ with- 
out having as yet canvassed any point which could tend to the 
completion of the enterprise, I was obliged to urge the necessity 
of His Highness evincing his inclination and determination to 
support the views of the British Government with allhis resources, 
as upon this would depend ina great measure both the safety: 
of His Highness’s dominions from the encroachments of the 
Joassmees, and our countenance, in the event of any unlooked- 
for or unexpected alteration in the conduct of Ibrahim Pacha. 
To this His Highness replied by the most solemn assurances 
of his intention to assist the British Government im the reduction 
of the Joassmee pirates, adding that it was then too late an hour 
to enter into the details of the arrangements, but that he would 
be fully prepared to reply to any inquiries:respecting their force, 
and the resources which he himself possesses, if I would attend 
at an early hour on the following day. I therefore withdrew, 
most héartily tired of long arguments, which as yet had been 
productive of so little satisfaction. 


May 10th.—On the morning of the 10th I had the pleasure to 
receive a message from the Minister in reply to a communication 
which I had made to him. He informed me that His Highness 
had fully reconsidered the conversations of yesterday, and that I 
would find little difficulty in entering into the necessary arrange- 
ments. We therefore proceeded to His ee 8 — where 
we found his brother seated with him. 


The first pomt to be inquired into was the present state of the 
- power of the Joassmees, and to my inquiries on this. head, His 
Highness represented their power to ‘be on the decline since the 
overthrow of the Wahabee Chiefs, which had given rise to the 
want of confidence in the different Joassmee Chiefs towards cacl 
other, or rather the conviction.of the determination of each indivi- 
dual to attempt the advandement of his owi interests. at the’ 
expense of his neighbours’. This state of things he conceives to 
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be very favourable : the want of a leadtr of talent, and the present 
confined and’ cramped state of the Joassmees since the overthrow 
of the Wahabee power ‘may probably breed dissensions among 
them, Very few of the Wahabees who have escaped from Deriah 
have joined the Joassmees; he does not estimate their number at 
more than three hundred. The following estimate of the whole 
force of the Joassmees, as they now exist, he had collected from 
the very best authority, and considers it as authentic :— 





| _ Footmen, 
* Joined from the remains of the Wahabee force, say. 300 
1. Bukha contains only ............ ee eee ate 20 
Dis) AGI a. itsedacannenawsinncnineesiaeesestamaw cers bates 150 to 200 
Bo ROME anigcintaitnsnuntatsgueric ee er Cee eee 200 
4, Ras-ul-Khima, larye boat 25, small 75, and...... 300 
5. Humrah, all jomed at 

Rus-ul-Khima. — 

6, Oom-ul-Goweyn ae 3 (30 3h. ae 460 
7. Ajmaan- re ee ee eee 1,000 
8. (Fusht, with...... ) | . 

9, } Shargeh ......... 
1), | Aboo Heyle, in f yn pete a a 1,280 
the foregoing. J 
11. Dubyee............ ? 4 ,100, ... - 800 
46 ,, 890 ,, 7,200 


Boo Dubyee, Khyram | 
Buneeyas ree Ge 5 5 , 800 , ... 3,000 


This last port can scarcely be considered as a piratical port, 
having been long disunited from Ras-ul-Khima. 

To the east of cape Mussendom is the small bay of Fuggeerah, 
which serves as a look-out post on this side for boats coming up 
the Gulf from Fuggeerah or from Dubah. An Arab causid can 
pass the mountains to Ras-ul-Khima i in fourteen hours ; the road 





© This part of the force of Ras-ul-Khima had been at one period exa gerated 
to fifteen thousfnd ment; it appears that Leif bin Sadoon brought with "hen 
‘men determined; Leeah Sub Abi@ool bin Muzurva had only, 50 followere ; 
and Bin Abdan 50, making a total: ‘of 300. I have never r isard the names a of 
any others mentioned. a : 
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from Dubah is passable fer foot and horse and even for small 
guns, and the journey can be effected in two days. 


‘The present disposition of the Shargeh Chief may probably 
induce him as well as the Chief of Ajmaan to remain disunited 
from the Chief of Ras-ul-Khima pending the hostilities. His 
Highness has therefore declared his intention to use his en- 
deavours to effect this object, although he recommends the whole 
to meet with the same fate that may attend Ras-ul-Khima. 


I therefore proposed to His Highness that we should take into 
consideration the measures to be adopted in the offensive opera- . 
tions. After some circumlocution and argument, His Highness 
agreed to the following arrangements, which he requested me to 
commit to writing, and to transmit in reply to that part of my 
instructions touching the nature and extent of the assistance he 
may be able to afford in the reduction of the piratical ports :— 


With a view to preventing the fugitive Joassmees of Rus-ul- 
Khima from entering into Oman, His Highness intends to post 
a sufficient number of men in the passes of the mountains, pend- 
ing the operations against Ras-ul-Khima, should the services 
of those men not be required im consequence of the arrival of the 
Pacha’s army, but if that event does not take place, His High- 
ness will be prepared to cooperate by land with a force of seven 
thousand foot, one hundred and thirty horse, and fifteen hundred 
camels, to proceed by the passes above Ras-ul-Khima, and 
invest that place. He himself will accompany the expedition in 
a ship of war, and take with him at least one thousand men, to 
be landed, and to act in conjunction with the British force, it 
being understood that if Ibrahim Pacha’s force acts by. land, the 
Imam’s force will all proceed by sea, except that part required 
for the purpose already stated, of guarding the passes into Oman. 
The necessary precautions will. of course be taken to prevent 
the Arab and Turkish soldiery being employed in conjunctigp 
with each other, and their camps shall be at all times separate. 


The next assistance to be afforded on his part appeared to be 
the supply of boats to assist inthe disembarkation of. troops, 
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baggage, &c. ° Unfortunately the number of boats of the descrip- 
tion required, for that purpose is much diminished within these 
few years. His Highness stated that he could not promise a 
greater number than seventy, but if possible he would increase 


the number’ to one hundred, each. capable of conveying from 
thirty to fifty men. 


With respect to water and firewood, His Highness stated that 
a sufficiency of each should be supplied at His Highness’s expense, 
but that cattle, and such other supplies as were necessary, would 
be procured more readily by our own commissary, who would 
pay only the regulated price, His Highness exerting his influence 
to prevent over-charge. : 

His Highness consents to gmploy two of his ships for the con- 
veyance of stores, or in whatever way they may be best applied, 
agreeable to the wishes of the British Government, at whose dis- 
posal two ships will be placed whenever the Right Htnourablothe - 


Governor in Council may intimate _ wishes on that subject to 
His Highness. 


His Highness will keep up a correspondence with the Govern- 

_ ment of Bombay on all subjects connected with the advancement 
of the preparations for the expedition, and will forward every in- 
formation that he may obtain relative to any alterations that may 
take place in the force or number of the Joassmee pirates, so that 


the Government may at all times be perfectly acquainted with the 
actual siate of their power. 


His Highness concluded with a general assurance of support 
and assistance, and stated that any measures adopted by the British - 
Government should meet with his warmest support ; that, indepen- 
dent of the particulars here enumerated, he would be happy to 
forward the views of Government by attending to any arrange- 
ments that may have been omitted in the foregoing outline. 

It is very obvious that the introduction of Ibrahim Pacha’s 
force, and the proxunity of the scene of action to.the boundary of 
His Highness’s territory, ar@two subjects which give rise 'to feel- 
ings of jealousy and suspicion in ‘the mind ofthe Imam, particu- 
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larly when it is recollected that the Pacha’s views towards. 
obtaining possession of Bahrein have become public, and that he 
has not satisfied the Imam’s inquiries on that subject. The Imam 
therefore, in the first _instance, appears to have had in view'the 
possibility of inducing me to give up the idea of proceeding to 
Deriah, first arguing the distance and delay, next the possibility 
of effecting the overthrow of the Joassmees without the assistance 
of the Pacha. Not having carried this point, he next essayed 
to obtain a pledge from me on the part of the British Government, 
but to this Litivariably replied by repeating that part of the letter 
addressed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to 
His Highness, and on no occasiort did I exceed the limits of the 
assurances conveyed i in that address. 


@ From the information I have collected here from other sources, 
I do not imagine that the Imam has underrated the forces of the 
Joassmees, neither can I learn from any authority on which I 
could depend that the Arabs of the interior will come forward to 
assist the Joassmees of Ras-ul-Khima. If they were inclined to 
join their former associates, the number of men they could bring 
into the field would not exceed three thousand, and if the Brimee 
Chief and his associates can be depended upon, even that number 
would be considerably diminished. It appears that the Imam’s 
force amounts to twenty thousand foot-men, distributed through- 
out the villages and along the coast of Oman ; but although every 
‘Arab is a soldier, and armed, it is not to be supposed that the 
army is disposable. Of the twenty thousand foot, it is probable 
ten thousand may be collected at one point, and of his cavalry not 
more than one hundred and thirty or one hundred and fifty. 


Having thus far concluded the deliberations on the subj ect 
of the preparations, and assistance which His ‘Highness would 
be enabled to set on foot, I expected to be able .to depart from 
Muscat in'the course of a few days, but. the melancholy occur-’ 
rence of the demise of. & relative of His Highness’s fansily rendered. 
a delay of some days necessary, to-afford leisure for His Highness 
to prepare his despgtch in reply'to the communioation which I had 
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the honour to present from the Right Honourable the Governor 
in Council of Bombay, and as the principal objection which had 
arisen 1n, ‘the course of our conferences was of that delicate nature 
to preclude its being introduced in 8 public document from the 
Imam, it became necessary to enter into some arrangement which 
would authenticate the assurances which His Highness had made 
to me, without introducing the name of the third party. I there- 
fore drew up the memorandum of those assurances, and the parti- 
culars stated in them, to which His Highness assented, and stated, 
‘¢ that in his letter he would refer to the communication which he 
authorised me to make on these heads, and authenticate these 
promises by stating them to be correctly reported.” The tonor 
of my instructions and of the letter addressed to the Imam did 
not authorize me to require a more critical or a more formal reply 
to the communication with the delivery of which I had been 
charged. 

Addressed a letter * to the Right Honourable Sir Evan ie 
Bart., President and Governor in Council, Bombay, in which I 
fully detailed the whole of the foregoing. | 

On the 13th Lieutenant Tanner officially reported the “‘ Thetis’’ 
to be in readiness to proceed on the further prosecution of the 
voyage, and as he required an official reply, I of course 
addressed a letter to that gentleman, although such a 
‘communication was in reality unnecessary, as the subject had 
been most fully canvassed ; indeed it would appear self-evident 
that I could proceed only by the route of Kateef, and that this 
harbour could not be entered in & Square-rigged vessel without 
taking the precaution of having a native pilot on board. _As such 
a man would more conveniently be: procured at Bushire, where 
the camp Squipage for my use had been forwarded to, I had no 
hesitation i in determining to proceed to Bushire, where I would 
obtain every requisite information respecting the situation. of, the 
Pacha’s camp. ‘My departure from Muscat could only ¢ epe: 
the will and Pleasure of the Ir 1am, whose reply I awaited... | 


. This letter was received at Bomt y in May 1818, and . =e foe 
to Calcutta. (Vide Appendix A). 
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In the afternoon I availed myself of the leisure afforded to 

pay a visit to Seyud Salim, His Highness’s brother; by whom I 
was received with every mark of politeness and regard. As the 
Seyud had resided at Shiraz for some months, he considered it 
necessary to show that he had been a traveller, and introduced 
fruits and sherbets after the Persian custom. Smoking being 
interdicted to the Sheikhs or Chiefs of the tribe or sect of Beiasi, 
this latter part of the ceremony ofa Persian visit could not be 
complied with. I observed that the doors of the hall were closed 
when the refreshments were served up, and an inclination to 
secrecy was evidently evinced. This impressed me with an idea 
that the Seyud did not wish it to appear publicly that he ate off 
the same board with an infidel ; the fruits were laid on a table, 
pout I did not perceive that any of the company were at all scru- 
pulous of eating off the same dish, or using the same bowl out of 
which I had tasted. On my return from this visit I called on 
the Minister, who treated me with coffee, but even here smoking 
formegno part of the entertainment of the visit. The etiquette 
of visiting is on the whole much more rudely conducted among 
the Arabs than with the Persians. 


On the afternoon of the 14th His Highness intimated to me his 
intention of honouring me with a visit of ceremony, and although 
my smoky habitation was ill adapted for the reception of His 
Highness, I was obliged to receive this mark of condescension itt 
the best apartment which the sooty and tottering fabric afforded. 
The Imam’s manner is plain, and his deportment courteous. He 
appears to be blessed with a good temper and disposition, and 

seldom displays peevishness, except under the vulgar irritation of 
business, to which he is not unfrequently exposed, as he generally 
transacts even trifling affairs himself. During this visit he appear- 
ed perfectly at his ease, which I was cautious not to interrupt by 
the intrusion of business, or even by expressing my anxiety at the 
delay which I was obliged to endure: On departing His High- 
ness apologized for the badness of the accommodatifn which Mus- 
cat afforded, and promised to enable me to depart, if possible, on 
. the Sunday following. This was joyful news, as my servants had 
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suffered severely from indisposition, proceeding nu doubt from the 
insalubrity of the climate, as well as from the inconveniences to which 
they were exposed. I therefore sent on board those who had been 
attacked with fever, and prepared to embark on the following day. 


May 15th.—The arrival of H. M.’s ship “ Eden,” commanded 
by Captain Lock, on the morning of 15th, afforded me the op- 
portunity of communicating with that officer. As he had heard 
some reports in circulation at Bushire relative to Ibrahim Pacha’s 
treasure and convoys having been plundered by the Bedouins, 
and surmises as to the success of the detachments which had been 
sent in pursuit, I thought it prudent not to accompany Captain 
Lock on his visit to the Imam, who, however, abstained from any 
remarks connected with the subject of my mission to Muscat. 


Having consulted with Captain Lock on the propriety of my» 
proceeding to Bushiro in the first instance, I was plcased to find 
that his opinion so perfectly coincided with the resolytion I had 
formed on the 18th instant. 


His Highness’s Secretary informed mo that the lotteramwould 
k> prepared by the afternoon. I therefore proposed to make a 
farewell visit to the Imam, who received me in the evening, and 
delivered the lettcrs in duplicate, the one being closed ina 
Khinkhab bag, agreeable to etiquette, the other copy open, as it 
gontained an authority for my proceedings in the execution of 
my mission to Muscat. On this occasion the assurances of 
concert and assistance were repeated by His Highness, and 
on my part I availed myself of the opportunity to introduce 
a subject which may possibly smooth the way to the accomplish- 
ment of our undertaking. As the situation of Muscat is consi- 
dered extremely unhealthy, and its contiguity affords an easy 
access to spies, I had long considered the advantage to be derived 
from forming a dept for our troops on some one of the islands 
better situated, where the whole may rendezvous, and thence 
proceed direc} to the point of attack. His Highness assured me 
that such a measure would meet with his approbation, and that 


he would even extend this privilege to any part of tho troops 
3 RA : 
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composing the expedition, which, from circumstances that may 
hereafter arise, it may a aad oon to retain in “the Galf of 
Persia. | 

The foregoing conversation gave rise to the discussion of the 
question of tenure, or right, by which lends or territory may be 
defined, or considered to be hereditary sovereignty or feudal 
tenure, and on the renee the sohewng conclusions were ae 
ced in :—= 

The island of Kishm was recovered by Seyud Sulten from the 
tribe of Bin Miheenee, under the government of Moola Hassun, in 
the reign of Agha Mahomed Khan Kadjar, and has descended to 
the present Imam by the right of conquest, and over which His 
Highness extends the protection of a sovereign. No part whatever 
of the revenues of Kishm at the present moment reverts to any 
other sovereign, neither has any part of the revenue reverted to 
or been paid to any other power during or since the reign 
_of Seyud Sultan. 

Gomheroom Miana and Khumeer are held by virtue of a firman 
from the ‘present king of Persia, for payment of the annual sum of 
tumans three thousand, and on a late occasion, when the Muinis- 
ter of Finance was desirous to increase the king’s revenue, he 
required the Imam to pay an advance of one thousand tumans, 
stating that “ifthe Imam of Muscat would not give the sum, he 
would soon find another purchaser ;” but no claim was made on 
Kishm, nor does the name of this place appear in that firman. — 

On the afternoon of 15th I embarked on the “ Thetis.” At 
_ n00n 16th His Highness’s Minister, accompanied by the broker, 
waited on me to present three Teermah shawls, which His 
Highness. requested me to accept, offering his best wishes for 
the suceess of my journey, and assurmg me he— would, be most 
happy tg see me on my return. In accepting this mark of His 
Highness’s entire satisfaction, I returned, c complimentary mes- 
sage, wishing Hig ‘Highness: every. success during. :his | intended 
cruise in his new ‘frigate, and px nN sented a suitable donation. to the 
servants who were the . 308 ers : of the aliawls, 5 ‘which ees, ‘been 
added to. the stock of public: pre gentass : 
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- Agreeable to & newgstrangement made by Captain ‘Lock, I tran- 
shipped to the “ Mercury.” Captain Lock sailed for Bombay at 
sunset, and His Highness the Imam sailed in his new frigate to 
cruise off Ras-ul-Jibbul. I was obliged to remain a reluctant pri- 
‘soner in Muscat Cove till the morning of 18th, when the ‘ Mer- 
cury” was ready to proceed on the prosecution of her voyage to 
Aboosheer; and the “ Teignmouth” and “Thetis” were despatched 
in consequence of the very alarming reports of a square-rigged 
vessel having been attacked by the pirates off Ras-ul-Hud. 


Addressed the following letter :— 


“To the Right Honourable Sir Evan Nurzan, Bart., | 
President and Governor in Council, Bombay. 


 Rigny HonovraBie Sr, 

= I do ‘myself the honour to acquaint your Honourable Board that 
at an interview which took place subséquent to the closing of my 
last despatch, I availed myself of an opportunity, which . ‘offered 
during the conversation, to ascerjagn how far His Highness the 
Imam would be inclined to sanction the landing of any part of 
the troops to be employed on the intended expedition on shy of 
the islands or territories supposed to be under the sovereignty of 
His Highness. I am happy. in acquainting your Honourable Board 
that such a measure will meet with the approbation and concur- 
rence of the Imam, who informed me that he would feel happy 
in extending such a privilege to any part of the troops composing 
the expedition which, from circumstances that may hereafter 
arise, it may appear politic to retain in the Gulf of Persia. Your 
Honourable Board may possibly view an offer or proposal of this 
nature in a favourable light, as it may be attended with beneficial 
effects i in ‘nabling Government to select a place for the rendezvous 
of the troops sure in some more ene situation than the. 
cove of Muscat,” ee | . 


y “ ‘The foreg in = + conversation 4 rise to the. disoustioa of the 
tory may be 


‘question of tenure’ or. ‘right; by. oot lands or ter mbory 








defined, or considered to be hereditary ypovereignty: or feudal 
tenure, and on this subject the following Roncmnons were 
acquiesced in :— : 


“ The island of Kishm was recovered by Reyud § Sultan a 
the tribe of Bin Miheenee under the government of Moola 
Hossun, in the reign of Agha Mahomed Khan’ Kadjar, and has 
descended to the present Imam by the right of conquest, and over 
which His Highness extends the protection of ‘a sovereign. No 
part whatever of the revenues of Kishm at the present moment 
reverts. to any other sovereign, neither has any part of the reve- 
nue reverted to or been paid to any other power during or since 
the reign of Seyud Sultan. | ? 

“The tenure of Gomberoon Miana and Khumeer i i8 & ene in 
fief held by virtue of  firman from the present king of Persia, 
the annual sum of tumans three thousand reverting to His 
Majesty ; and on a late occasion when the Minister of Finance 
was desirous to increase the king’s revenue, he required the Imam 
to pay an advance of one thousand tumans, stating ‘ that if the 
Imam of Muscat would not give the sum, he would | soon find 
another purchaser ;’ but’ no clam was made on Kishm, nor does 
the name of this place appear in that firman. | 


“T have the pleasure to acquaint your Honourable Board that in 
consequence of the communication between Fugeerah and Ras-ul- 
Khima having become precarious since: the fall of Brimee, the 
Joassmee pirates have been dispossessed from the port of Fug- 
geerah, I have recommended this place to be garrisoned, as it 
is the. only spot on this side oe ore. that can afford. a crane 
hole to those wretches. , | | 


os Agrocably to that part oth my instructions iodine me pt com- 
municate and consult with the Naval Commander in the Gulf, I 
have had. the pleasure to lay before Captain. Lock a copy of my 
wapand of all éther information which has fallen under 

my observation since my. arrival here. Captain Lock having con- 
evived it necessary and adviagble to the. fartherance of: the public 
service that I should woceed from ‘hence ¢ on the H. C.C. ““Mergnry” 
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Ihave, in se embarked on this vessel ; this ania 
promises to expedite my arrival at Bushire, and I feel particu- 
larly obliged by the freedom of communication with which I have 
been honoured during the stay of the Senior Naval Officer at this 
‘port. | 


s “J have the honour to be, 8 &o. 


mca: 8 ©. 0. ‘ Mereury,? Muscat Oove, 
17th May 1819.” 


June 7th. _The voyage from Muscat t to Bushire was rendered 
particularly tedious even for this advanced season of the year. We» 
encountered a severe north-west gale, which caused a very heavy 
sea, and after an unpleasant passage we reached Bushire roads on 

, the afternoon of 7th June. I was extremely anxious to expedite 
my departure, and therefore landed immediately, that the vessel 
might be at liberty to proceed to Hallilah (a few miles down the 
coast) to complete her supply of water. Of this necessary article 
we had but one day’s supply when we reached our anchorage. 


' Addressed the following letter :— 


“To the Right Honourable Sit Evan Nurzan, Bart., 
President and Governor in Council, Bombay. 


“ Sip,—TI have the honour to report my arrival at Bushrie on the 
afternoon of 7th instant, and to acquaint the Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council that itis probable my detention at this place 
will’ not exceed the time necessary for equipping the vessel after 
her _Yoyage, which has been rendered uncommonly tedious, owing 
to the prevalence of north-west gales in the Gulf at this season of 
the year. I have been mformed since my arrival that His 
Exeellency Thrahim Pacha purposes to perform the pilgrimage to 
Mecca immediately | after the month of Ramazan, and that it is 
probable he will from thence return to. Egypt. Axf officer has 
been appointed to whom, during His Exeellency’s absence, the 
management’ of the government. wil be entrusted. My arrival 


therefore previous. te this ‘change: becomes a moat serious object, 
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and although the present advanced season of the year presents 
many difficulties, I nevertheless trust that I shail be able to 
‘accomplish this part of the task allotted to me. As it appears 
doubtful whether the port of Kateef or of Anjeer may be the most 
convenient of approach, that Epes has been referred to Captain | 
Walpole for his decision. | 

‘His Excellency has lately been obliged to make an excursion 
from Deriah in pursuit of some tribes of Bedouins, who-had the 
audacity to attack his convoys conveying treasure. In this 
instance he has had the good fortune to recover the treasure that 
was plundered, and to chastise the perpetrators, which salutary 
chastisement it is hoped will prevent a recurrence of these insults, 
although it can hardly be expected that in the present situation 
of affairs his army can be entirely free from such annoyances, and 
as sufficient time has not elapsed for securing the tranquillity of: 
these newly acquired provinces, the result of a repetition of such 
audacious attacks may give rise to much inconvenience, and 
prevent the Pacha from being enabled to enter into our views, by 
obliging His Excellency to employ a large portion of his troops 
in the execution of the very harrassing duty of ‘pursuing the 
Bedouins, who retire into the desert with the booty which they 
may plunder, and which, one time in ten, cannot be again rescued 
from their grasp. : 
‘The revolt of many tribes of Bedouins has, in a great measure, 
deranged ‘the resources of Ibrahim Pacha, and will of course 
cramp his movements, but I am happy to learn that these revolts 
are not to be attributed to any acts of cruelty countenanced by’ the 
Pacha. On the contrary he has pursued the wise ‘policy of attach- 
‘ing to his interests the principal tribe of Binee Khalid, whose 
chief, Sheikh Arreur bin Sadoon, had been dispossessed by the 
Wahabee. . The descendants of this tribe under Mahomed bin Ar- 
reur and Mujeed bin Arreur have lately been reinstated i in their 
family dignities and their properties restored... The recollection of 
the indignities ‘suffered and. the difference of. religion renders this 
: ‘implaca le. engmy to the sect of Wahabee and to 
. all those who were lherents of Slacod.~ -Mujesd bin Arrecur isnt 
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Lahissa, and his brother remains in the neighbourhood with his 
Bedouin tribe: To this may be attributed the present tranquil 
state of the district, which is guarded by a small force of Turks 
not exceeding ‘five hundred men. 

*¢ As it will evidently become an object of the first importance 
that Government should be acquainted with the nature of my 
reception at the Turkish camp, and of the means the Pacha may 
have at his disposal to forward the object of combined operations, 
T have decided on taking with me a despatch boat for the purpose 
of forwarding the earliest intelligence on these subjects. As 
I cannot possibly foresee at the present moment the probable 
period of my return to the Presidency, which circumstanec ‘must ° 
depend on so many occurrences not within my control, -that I 
conceive it advisable to use every precaution to enable, the 

«Government to judge of the possibility of His Excellency’s being 
able to cdoperate at so early a period as the Right Honourablethe 
Governor may expect, and of the possibility of which I certainly 
ontertain some doubts, as it appears that His Excellency will 
svarcely enter on such an undertaking without the concurrence 
of superior authority. I am further induced to express an 
opinion that the Turkish government is not at the present 
instant sufficiently established in the possession of the newly 
acquired territory, to undertake any operations which may 
remove so large a portion of the troops to so great a distance as 
this enterprise would require. © : 

“As Captain Bruce has had occasion to address a letter to the 
Right Honourable the Governor on the subject of the ports on thé 
Persian coast, from whence the pirates of Ras-ul-Khima obtain 
such constant support, it is unnecessary for me to enter into any 
' detail on this point, which affords but the one conclusion, that 
they have fora long time past identified themselves with the 
pirates of Ras-ul-Khima, and placed themactves 1 in n the s situation of . 
enemies to the British ‘Government. eae 


; | afl have the } honour to be, be 
‘Bushire, 9th June 1619." m, 
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Addressed the following letter : — 


“To the Right Honourable Sir Evan Nurzan, Bart., 
President and dba in Conneil, Bombay. 


‘‘Ricaut HoNnovRaBLe Sie, 


‘I do myself the honour to acquaint’your Honourable Board that 
in consequence of the difficulties I am likely to encounter in pro- 
curing fands by the medium of Bills to defray the very heavy 
expenses J shall be exposed to in prosecuting my journey through 
Arabia, I have been obliged to draw from Captain Bruce, Resi- 
dent at Bushire, a large sum in such coins as will be best adapted 
to the currency of that country, and with a view of making a 
deposit of the same at Lahissa with the most respectable agent I 
can select. 


“T have the honour to acquaint you that I have now granted 
a set of Bills on your Honourable Board in favour of Captain William 
Bruce, Resident, or order, for the sum of Rupees (18,000) thirteen 
thousand, to meet the disbursements of my mission, and which 
I have to request your Honourable Board will direct to be accepted 
and carried to the debit of the same. 


‘I have the honour to be, &c. 


“‘Bushire, 16th June 1819.” 


June 16th.—An unfortunate accident occurred on the arrival of 
the vessel at the watering place: a second north-west gale set i, 
and she parted from both her anchors ; this obliged her to run into 
Bushire to obtain the assistance of boats to weigh them, and 
although I did not require quite so long a period to equip, I was 
detained till the afternoon of the 16th, when I emberked on the 
Honourable Company’s cruiser “‘ Vestal.” 


The“ Vestal” had been nominated to replace the “ Mercury ” 
on fhe Arab coast, and therefore now despatched to avoid the 
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mconymnience of relieving. We sailed from Bushire roads on 
the afternoonsof 16th, and made the land on the Arab coast at 
noon of 18th, expecting that little difficulty would be pre- 
sented in entering the harbour of Kateef, but our disappointment. 
was great. when .we discovered that the old stupid pilot 
was totally ignorant of the harbour, and brought up with all 
sail set on the edge of a sandbank, where we remained for 
the night, not being able to better our situation. I _ despatched 
Sheikh Khumees with a letter to the Turkish governor - at. 
Kateef, to request a pilot to take us to Anjeer, to which place 
I had been recommended to proceed, as being much nearer to. 
Lahissa, and the best. point for establishing a communicatieh,. - 
and for this purpose I had hired a despatch boat at. Bushire 
to accompany the cruiser, that I might have every facility’ of 
communicating. This Sheikh had offered his services as a guide, 
having resided for many months on this side, and -made- two 
journeys to “Deriah ; I therefore thought it advisable to havea 
person with me who would be aiaiae known to the Bedouin 
Sheikhs. 


The Sheikh did not return on the following morning, as I had 
anticipated, and as a pilot could not be procured, every effort was 
tried to discovera channel up the southern side of the bay, 
without success. On the afternoon of 19th Puhman bin Jaber sent 
a boat to congratulate us on our arrival. I had been anxious to 
discover the haunt of this barbarian, which is on the southern 
side of the bay, and did not succeed till afew hours previous 
to the arrival of his boat on board the “Vestal.” His man 
returned with a promise that a pilot should be sent in the 
boat I had despatched, and that no delay should take place: 
Sheikh Ruhman falfilied his. promise, ' and sent on board: 
two intelligent. pilots, who conducted the vessel with the 

ning ie tide into the. channed for. ‘Ships;. which is on. onthe 
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‘the ignorance of the Bushire pilot, who certainly has no claim. to 
confidence. To our inquiries respecting the harbour of Anjeer, — 
Sheikh Ruhman replied that it would be impossible to, approach 
it in a-large vessel, that a small vessel may lay off at a. consider- 
able distance, but that he would not undertake to. go round 
Bahrein except during the day time, as the passage is intricate 
and rocky. Sheikh Khumees on his return brought the same in- 
formation from Kateef. Khuleel Agha, the Turkish governor, 80 
strongly. recommended proceeding by the route of Kateef, that I 
determined to give up the idea’ of reaching Anjeer by gding 
round the southern bank of Bahrein, which would have required 
probably two days. I therefore landed on the morning of Mon- 
day, 21st, at the village of Seeahat, which is situated on the 
southern side of the bay, about three miles below Kateef.— 
Khuleel Agha had sent Eusoof Agha, an intelligent Turkish 
soldier, who officiated as collector of the customs, and next in 
dignity to himself, to accompany me from the ship, afid pitched 
upon this spot for my residence, as he said the town or city was 
so very unhealthy that it would be dangerous for me to take up 
my residence in it even for a night; the distance from the 
anchorage to the landing place near the village was certainly 
twelve miles, and the spot where we landed, as well asthe whole 
length of this. beach, is so very shallow that camels and horses 
are used to convey persons from the poate 3 all baggage, « &c. is 

brought off by camels or asses. 


. June 21st.—On the afternoon of 21st I was led to expect that 
I should have the honour to receive a visit from Khuleel Agha, and 
the report of some guns induced me to think that he was about 
to depart from the fort of Kateef. On the arrival ofan Arab who 
brought a letter from the Agha, we learned that the guns were in- 
tended as a return to the salute fired by the “ Vestal”? inthe 
morning, and that the Agha’s health did not admit of his paying a 
visit this eyening, which. he, ‘however, said he would ‘be: happy. to 
do on the following morning, and. requested thatthe doeter 
of the “Vestal” would afford him’ medical advice, which : cera - 


course offered, and a boat patched. to convey ‘him of shore. - 
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Juné22nd.—Khuleel Agha did not make his appearance on the © 
morning .of 22nd, and as I was anxious to inquire respecting his 
health, I despatched my Meerza to pay him a visit, during which 
Mushruf-aal-ul-Arreeur, nephew of Muhmud bin Arreeur, who is 
‘the head of the tribe of Bennee Khaleed, waited on the Agha. 
This meeting was conducted with some degree of accrimony. The 
Arab. stated publicly that the Turk who was placed here by 
Muhmud Agha Kashif (the Turkish governor of Lahissa) retained 
his authority contrary to the orders of the Pacha, and that he 
suppressed the orders issued to himself to place Mushruf in 
authority. The. Turk, however, repelled the accusation, and 
declined complying with the demands of Mushruf, whom he direct- 
ed to write to his nncle and require camels, horses, &c., and a guard 
to accompany me to Lahissa, whither he prepared to despatch a 
Causid to inform his superior of the steps he purposed to take. 
Khuleel Agha desired the Meerza to acquaint me that he was 
“gverse'to my proceeding to Lahissa till he had received instructions, 

arid that he did’ not conceive it prudent to place implicit confi- 
dence in the Bedouins. | 


Mushruf waited on me in the evening, and as I was desirous of 
forming 4p acquaintance , I accepted his polite offer of supplying 
me with cattle, and promised to meet his wishes with respect to 
the hire of the cattle, if necessary. On the return of the Causid 
he wished to impress me with the idea that his tribe could alone 
afford me the protection I required, and to this I replied by assur- 
ing him of my perfect confidence in his friendship. I wrote a letter 
to his uncle acquainting him with my arrival, and renewing. the 
intercourse of friendship which had so long existed between. his 
tribe and the gentlemen under the British Government who had 
saeace Nid been employed 1 in this part of the mone 

As. I} ad \d requested: the Agha to send ies early this morning, 
28rd, to enable Dector Bly to visit him, I waited the arrival of his 
“messenger till twelve o’dlock, at which hour he had net: made his 
appearance ; the doctor was of course obliged to return te the ship 
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without prescribing a'remedy for the Agha’s complaint, which I 
anderstood was chiefly attributed to an edacious appetite. 


June 24th.—On the morning of e4th I despatched the Sheikh to 
pay a visit to Khuleel Agha, and at the same time wrote him a 
complimentary letter, reminding him of my wish to depart for 
Lahissa the instant he could afford me the necessary protection. 
On this point the Sheikh was instructed to make some private 
inquiries. The Agha’s temper, which is represented to be 
naturally morose, was much agitated by the news of his removal 
having become public. Mushrof-sal-ul-Arreeur had received orders 
to supply cattle to convey the governor’s baggage and his: two 
deputies to Lahissa, and to take charge of the government himself. 
Being desirous to be installed in his new dignity without delay, 
he appeared at the gate of the city with his suite of attendants, 
and was refused admission unless he chose to enter with only two 
of them; this he declined. During the altercation which took place 
through the medium of messengers, the Turk armed himself in his 
chamber, which resounded with his vociferations. Musbruf 
prudently retired, and the Turk applied himself to regulate his 
accounts, in which branch he appears to be an adept, converting 
tens into hundreds, and vice versa, with the greatest facility. 


Although Khuleel Agha, the governor of Kateef, hadi despatched 
an express camelman to Lahissa, J conceived that by addressing a: 
letter to Muhmud Agha Kashif, and sending it express, I might 
induce him to expedite my journey @nd departure from Lahissa. 
I therefore wrote a letter to that officer and sent it off express on 
the evening of 25th instant. 


- IL shall attempt to give as correct a clicli of Kateef and 
the country in its neighbourhood as my imperfect observations 
will afford. The Bay of Kateef is nearly 20 miles in breadth: at 
the entrance, formed by a very ‘long narrow sandy neck on the 
northern, and | ‘by. a flat sandy plain on the southern side; the 
northern ‘point is called Resut-ul-Noorah and ,the ‘southern 
Yaheran. The island of ‘Faroot:lies in the centre and towards the 
top of the bay, being about:ten miles ‘in length, extending north- 
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west.and south-east, thickly planted with date trees, and well sup- 
plied with water. A bank projects from this island toward the 
opening of the bay in the form of a scollop shell and divides the 
bay into. two channels; the northern, as befors- described, is deep 
and safe, running parallel and close to the sandy neck; the 
southern is shallow and intricate’ being at a considerable diatante 
from the shore, which is very flat, and between the channel and 
the shore very shallow; this side has one very peculiar mark— 
a sugar-loaf hill on the main, called Zaheran; further into 
harbour is a tower or fort called Dumam, surrounded by water, 
and lately repaired by Ruhman bin Jaber; above this is the 
village of Seehat on the main, and about four miles higher up 
the fort of Kateef, which is abreast of the island of Taroot. 


‘The northern channel is the safest for ships, but is situated at 
very considerable distance from Kateef; in getting from this 
anchorage to Kateef large boats are obliged to go round the bank 
of Taroot. This channel is very easy of access, as it only requires 
to accommodate the course to the form of the narrow sandy neck, 
kxeping about a cable’s length off shore, till you get abreast of 
‘Taroot, when two small sandy isles nearly at the top of the bay, 
and a decrease of water, give timely notice. Here a-vessel is safe 
from north-western gales, but the bottom is sand. 


The fort of Kateef has three gates, and is of an irregular 
oblong form ; the longest face, towards the sea, having a citadel 
in the northernmost corner or angle, which is supplied by a good 
spring of water, and supposed to have been built by the Por- 
tuguese. There are some good houses within the fort ; the 
depth of water at the landing place is greater than at Sechat, as 
before described, but even here-very inconvenient. A market is 
held: outside the south fort gate every Thursday, and a good 
supply of mutton , Tice, dates, musk, and water-melons of an ex- 
traordinary size (some thirty-five to forty lbs.) Wheat and barley 
‘are not. prodyped in as great abundance as rice, and to. the oultiva- 
tion of this latter is attributed the unhealthy air of Kateef. Bigs: 
ure here abundant and tolerably good. Some apricots and a few 
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mangoes, pomegranates, and grapes, citrons and limes are culti- 
vated. The brinjal or badinjoon, onions, and beans are to be 
seen in the gardens, which extend to a considerable length, 
skirted by the desert on the one side and the sea-beach on the other, 
and shaded by plantations of date trees, interspersed with 
hamlets ; the whole well supplied with water from wells, and al- 
though the soil is candy, it is capable of producing large crops. 


_ The trade of Kateef, now trifling, is carried on principally with 
Bahrein, through which goods from Surat, spices, sugars, &c. 
&c., from ‘India, are supplied. Bahrein* is in fact the key to 
Bahran, Kateef, and Anjeer, being both supplied from ’that 
island; Lahissa and the interior being dependent for those sup- 
plies which reach the Bedouins through this channel. The con- 
sumption hitherto has been but triflmg, owing to the unsettled 
state of the country, and the Bedouins having removed to the 
northward. Lahissa is supplied chiefly through Anjeer, as being 
a more direct communication ; this of course diminishes the trade 
of Kateef. 


I shall enumerate the towns or villages under the government 
of Kateef :— 


| 7 Population, 
Kateef town .....6..ccccceceeeeeceeeneeees aa uekaseneen 4,000 
Suburbs of ditto ’............. ee Te ee patos 2,000 
MP AROOU: sa ccieskciaieuirioed Ses Naaeeadas anaieatmneeerans 2,400 
PUL W Oy ce cacokt Gian cutee eedetGuecei man iesdieessapianiees 2,400 
PWOINOCR opis Grivieacaiun asiaseteeienass adiielanonebes 2,400 
PBI ne seodnsncuhawakieeatind eae awn tibiae sess 800 
ABO sce io nese ches ovrannaea el ees oecau eats 560 
— Ummoolkman..........0......5 Vesa ea eaadosinaaeere een 1,600 
Yaroodeah ........... 0c ccc ccceccucacecceucecaueesseveeses 1,200 
Bese Hib i incsd sare ince osetyounecsab adie isagaticermct tae: 2,000 


; The above are walled towns. 





. * Bahrein is an island ; the continent opposite is called Babran. ie - 
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The following open villages :— Population. 
Mollahah ..c..0.sccccscccsssesedecteeeeees esetcauedocn 400 
Lugooah ........606. Seiiaaianemineatecumys Sante salen 400 
Khoeldesh ............ Srinaa cada ate meuneaueanreettaiete 1,600 
Chea TOb6: hasssedesi inviterannis taco ear cianews 480 

és atl Bart isiesies ctenadi ances spehinrieieneraind tae: 560 
Hilutumheish ................ fe ee Creer ie: 1,200 
Deb 6b -sesciicenin ena was en hauleedavdanseeetauetelaneacaee 1,200 | 


Jahend, or war-tax, paid by the villagers and towns- : 

| men, as not being liable to G. Crowns. 

be called into the field. This | 

js paid in cash and does not vary ...........ccccceeeeeees 20,000 
Revenue, one-tenth of total produce, collected in 


Revenues. 


kind, such as rico, dates, &C. ..........ccceeceneeeveeees 50 to 60,000 
Sea customs only ..........ccecceeeee eens ide sekendee 5 to 6,000 
PISNOTIOS (SoS 5 viddeelas rata secant ower avectias 2 
Anchorage f008 ...........ccc ccc ecc ence ne eee ee eeen eens § A trifling tax 


There is also a small revenue arising from the Pearl Fishery, 


but this ought more properly to be considered as appertaining to 
Bé@hrein, | 


There are neither Hindoos nor Christiansrésiding at Kateef at 
‘the present time, nor could I procure any person who, in the 
present unsettled state of affairs, would officiate as a broker. 
To the sécomplishment of this object I had turned my attention, 
but failed in the completion of the principal wish I had formed 
regarding Kateef.. No doubt the present crisis is extremely 
unfavourable, as the Turks have been busily employed: levying 
contributions, and the monied mén are anxious to screen them- 
selves from notice. 


June 28th —On the morning of 28th Sheikh Mushruf-sal-ul- 
Arreeur came to me to offer to supply the cattle I. required. to 
convey me toLahisss, under the promise he had made on 22nd. 
instant, end’ as T'could not depend on the influence of. the ‘Turk, 
who was now recalled, and his goverament of ¢ ‘gourse subject to 
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imbecility, I gladly accepted this offer. . The cattle. were sent for 
to his Bedouin camp, at the distance of a few miles from Kateef, 
on the skirt of the desert, where he had collected them within the 
last day ortwo. I received a letter from Mahomed, his uncle, 
promising evepy assistance in his power, and as Mushruf proposed 
to go over to his uncle’s camp on the way to Lahissa, I 
proposed to him to accompany me. The cattle were accord- 
ingly brought, and the Sheikh supplied six of his own saddle 
horses. When we had finished a hasty evening’s repast, 
in which the Sheikh joined, Eusoof Agha was announced ; 
he came from the governor, Khuleel Agha, to request me to 
defer my departure, as he expected to go off in a few days, and 
proposed that I should accompany him. Eusoof Agha was at’ 
the same time directed to impress me with an idea that I could 
not depend on the Bedouins. I had received little attention 
from Khuleel Agha; he had only two deputies, Turks, and 
about.sixty Arabs from the villages, in his pay, and who would 
now be discharged; he had been himself recalled, as also his 
deputies, therefore his power ceased. As Idid not wish to be 
troubled with so useless a companion, I selected the Sheikh in 
preference, and chose to depend on the protection of the Bedouth, 
who would even in the other case have been called on by the 
Turk to protect himself as well as me. I sent a reply to the 
Agha that as Mushruf accompanied me to his uncle’s camp, and 
that as I had paid the Bedouins of this tribe for the hire of their 
camels, I conceived myself in perfect safety, particularly as I 
was invited by Sheikh Mahomed to visit him, if possible; and 
therefore I did not conceive that a further.delay would be agree- 
able to the Pacha, who might justly conceive it to be unnecessary. 
1 therefore committed this to writing, hoping to have the plea- 
sure to meet. the Agha at his master’s camp and bid him adieu. 
To Yusoof Agha I made a small present in return for his attention 
on. my landing. He. was very desirous to know whether there 
had been any’. ‘present sent. for the Agha; in reply to ‘which he 
_ was told that. the: Sheikh: had! late the ‘cattle,’ and prota bly 
: would. expect @ present, which, however, would depend on the 





expedition he used in forwarding my views. He departed: appa- : 
rently well satisfied Both with himself and me, as also with the- 
nature of the reply to his master. 


Route-—We marched at 6 P.M trom the W. 2 niles village 
of Seehat, and inan hourand half reached Mushruf’s N. 8 miles 
Camp of Bedouins, pitched in tents near the wells in the desert, on 
' » skirt of the date plantations, round which we had been passing. 
‘fire we encamped a’l’Arabe, and lay down ia the open plain, the 
moon shining beautifully bright on the white sand, which resem- 
bled the ocean in extent, and in the form or appearance of the 
surface in many places. ‘We had an abundant supply of water 
from those wells, vhich are known by the name of Maa-ul-Bed- 
ranee, and are close to the village of Yaroodeeah. The distance 
from hence to Kateef is about two miles. | 






June 29th.—On the evening of Tuesday, 29th, we marched at 
6 p.m., and had much difficulty to encounter in loading the bag- 
gage, although all the loads were remarkably light, the generality 
being of the size of bullock-loads, as used in India. However the 
Arubs were determined to save their camels as much as possible, 
ang would not allow any person to ride till the Sheikh interfered. 
We launched into the desert a motley crew, and marched W. 8 
miles ; crossed a stream of:-water, two miles further we came to 
a small well, where wé watered, and then marched seven miles W. 
by S.; here we halted at three, and lay down in the desert to 
refresh, as the Arabs were pleased to denominate this kind 
of bivouac, where there was neither water, forage, norfire. I 
used entreaty to induce the Sheikh to proceed, as we had only five 
miles further to reach our stage, where fresh or sweet water was 
not to be expected, and our supply of this most: necessary article 
was expending very fast. The Arabs paid no. attention to my 
advice, and made free with every water skin they could lay their 
hands on; at 5 a.x..of 80th we marched-and soon reached tha. 
salt wells at Qozoomeeab... Our course was W. by 8., five miles: 
Here we halted, and had but one skin of water for. the whole. party. 


dT ordered a well to be aug in. the. hope of 5 procuring. better water, 
5 RA 
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but did not succeed. The whole of this march had been over a 
desert of sand hills and flat sandy plains; the suffaces of the 
latter were covered with a thick crust-of caked salt, through which 
the cattle supk very deep at ory step, and on these parts there | 
was not a trace of verdure. On the sand hills, which were deep 5 
there were a few tufts of grass and rushes, and some stunted 
brown bushes, very thickly scattered, and in general a. profusion- 
of a shrub whch grows in the form of a round bunch or bush sit 
is very green, full of a saltish and sour liquid, its leaves are thick, 
of a long oval form, and fully saturated with this liquid ; the camels 
sometimes eat of it, but do not appear to be fond of it or to prefer 
it. From the ashes of this shrub a strong potash is procured ; 
it is called Ishnan, which appears to be the Arabic name of al- 
kali, or rather the name of the plant from which alkali is procured. 
The heat during the day was intolerable, and the hot -wind of the. 
desert blew in blasts so strong as to render respiration difficult. — 


An intelligent Arab informed me that there are not any vil- 
lages in any part of this desert, excepting to the north or north- 
west, where there are seven hamlets containing each from 15 to 150 
families in huts, who have a few date trees and a little cultivation. 
To the west and south-west the whole country is a desert. 


June 30th.—Marched at 6 p.m. June 30th, and halted at 9-15 
to refresh, as yesterday night. We procured a little bad stinking 
water; the air was cool, and a few hours’ sleep refreshed us after 
the intolerable heat of the day, Our march had been over sand 
hills, but we did not pass over another salt plain; tufts of grass 
‘and rushes more profusely scattered ; some rosemary bushes 

were the only addition to the plants of yesterday. 


duly 1st.—July 1st marched to complete our stage at 5-5 a.m. 

and halted at 7-45 at the wells of Maa-ul-Mooliheh.. *We saw 
the bill of El-Dam, bearing S. by W.. Laissa, I was told, 
was immediately behind this hill. To. the wast of our situation, 
between this end Oomoorabia, there is no water to be. proenred, 
_ end it is two long. stages; they ssid, we were, not. to halt, this 
night, but must procaed on aa far a8 possible, and carry one day’s 
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water with us. We watered at the well previous to mounting ; 
the water-in it was much decreased by this day’s expenditure 5 it 
supplies some wandering Arabs, whose abode is ‘in the desert, 
tending floeke’of sheep and goat pf which they have about two 
hundred. Qur visit was not agreeable to them. I doubt whether 
the Sheikh was as. liberal to them as to his own people, who 
were all supplied with mutton from the flocks of these Bedouins... 


July 1st.—Marched at 6-30 p.m., and contrary to. expectation 
we halted afterthe moon had gone down, but here we could 
neither procure water nor any other requisite. I was not aware | 
of the determination of the Sheikh to remain till morning, ard 
fell asleep without covering. The Bedouins are certainly tho 
most uncomfortable travellers in the universe; they make no 
preparation, and have no plan to guide them. The appearance 
of the desert altered very much in the last march. We quitted 
those extraordinary sand hills which resembled the billows of 
the ocean in their form, rising one after the other, and abruptly 
breaking. I observed that this break was generally towards the 
sonih. About 9 o’clock we ascended arising hill. The depth 
of sand was not so great, and we passed several hills of this 
description before our halt at 12-30 p.m. 


July 2nd.—Marched at 5 a.m. to complete our stage, and ar- 
rived at 8-30 a. We saw a very large flock of antelopes—I 
supposo two hundred,—being the first game I had seen since we 
set out. Here we halted in the desert for the day, and had the 
prospect of a long march before we could procure water ; halting 
at night generally caused an unnecessary consumption of our 
supply. 

‘July 2nd.—Sheikh Mushruf had been very importunate to 
obtain a present. T’had given him to understand that it was my 
intention to present him with a remembrance or token of my 
friendship, which I purposed to give him on my arrival at his 
uncle’s camp which we expected to reach on the morning following. 
He however prevailed on me to give it this evening, as hé said he 
purposed : to go in’ advance; and he wished to have ‘some testimony 
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‘of my satisfaction to wear on his arrival. I accordingly prepared 
what I considered a very handsome present, and sent it to him; 
he received it and appeared .well satisfied. However he shortly 
returned to my tent, and commenced a conversation respecting 
the hire of the horses, which I always considered had been lent 
to me as a compliment, and that the present sent was to satisfy him 
for all attention shown to the party. He insisted on my paying 
down ten dollars a head for the horses. As all the people had 
been paid for their cattle, he was determined to be paid for his, 
and said that if I did not acquiesce he would march off and leave 
me where I was. There was no alternative. I was obliged to 
agree and open my baggage to get the money, as he would not 
defer till to-morrow his demand. His conduct was that of a 
barbarian who had got his prey in his power, and determined not 
to. lose the opportunity lest another so favourable should not offer. 
We had no water, nor could we procure any. I was happy to 
put an end to the uproar by paying sixty dollars. 


_ A report of thieves having been seen was then spread, but to 
this I replied that the only thieves in this desert were of his own 
tribe, and that he: could not alarm me on that score, that I 
should not comply with any requisition he might make for 
defending me, as he was answerable for my safety. He perceived 
I was resolute and determined. Myself and three or four of the 
party being well armed, he thought it too hazardous to play any 
tricks. My chagrin throughout was a good deal augmented by 
the recollection that a part of the present which I had sent to 
this barbarian consisted of a pair of very handsome Cashmere 
shawls, which the Imam of Muscat had presented to me on my 
departure, and this circumstance could not fail to present to my 
mind a contrast in which the Bedouin appeared to still greater 
disadvantage, 


We marched at 7 P.m., having been delayed by these: alterca- 
tions more than an jicar and a half. At 11-30 wé arrived at the 
Bedouin camp at Ubwab, composed of three hundred tents ; ; these 
‘were of the tribe of Oomoor. Here we halied, and. refreshed 
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‘on some bad water, lay down for the night as usual, and started 
at5-20 a.m. of 8rd July. This camp was situated on the border 
ofasalt plain, which. was ‘boygged by some broken hillocks, 
At 8-15 a.m. we arrived at a#ery large camp of Bedonins 
of the Beni Khalid tribe, under Sheikh Mahomed and 
Sheikh Majeed, who were pitched in this plain called 
Oomerubeah. The former waited on me. He is an old man, 
‘very deaf. He was so encumbered with clothes that I am 
surprized he could bear the load. He did not wear shoes, 
although the sand was so hot.that I could not possibly walk .over 
it. It appeared ridiculous to see a man wearing a costly shawl 
on his head, thick scarlet cloth robe, and under-robe of gold tissue, 
and at the.same time insensible to the comfort of shoes in a burn- 
ing desert. Our conversation could not be very interesting, and 
as the old man was vbliged to keep the fast of Ramazan, under 
a burning sun in this horrid desert, I did not think it wou'd 
appear polite or hospitable to detain him. Compliments and 
assurances of friendship having been profusely a a the old 
gentleman departed barefoot. 







Y had now an opportunity to bring Mushruf to an account for 
his conduct to me in the desert, and had him as completely in my 
power at the present moment as he thought hé had me on the 
afternoon of the 2nd. I wrote a letter to Sheikh Mahomed detail- 
ing the particulars... A large assembly had been fortunately -col- 
lected at the moment this epistle arrived, which was read aloud 
to the deaf Sheikh, and consequently heard by the by-standers, 
many of whom had heard from Mushruf that I had not been liberal 
to him or to his people. This falsehood soon became too evident. 
He had neglected to divide a part of the hire of the cattle, and 
the people became .clamorous. The old man appeared sorely 
vexed at his conduct, and his uncle Majeed came after sunset to 
offer any recompense for the conduct of the nephew, who had 
disgraced himself and his tribe. The uncle wished the present. and 
the sixty dollars to be returned, but this I declined, and explained 
that it was not the value of the one, or the amount of the other, 
that had induced me to mention the subject ; that I felt deeply in- 


38 


sulted by the senduct of Mushruf, to whom I had been more than 
liberal, ‘with a hope of showing his uncles how much I esteemed 
their friendship, which this breach of confidence and good faith | 
“would not cement; that my rébpect for the Sheikhs was the only 
inducement to prevent me from referring the subject to the Pacha. 
To this he replied, I need not refer to the Pacha, as he was 
determined +o produce Mushrufon the mprrow, and to punish 
him in a most exemplary manner. Having promised this, I was 
desirous to change the subject,and allow him time to consider at 
leisure the consequences to be expected from a repetition of such 
an insult. After coffee and smoking he took leave, and I retired 
to bed. Mushruf came attended by two or three decent Arabs. 
He appeared so truly penitent, and so fully confessed the whole 
trick, that it was evident the fear of the morrow operaied. 
He threw himself at my feet and implored me to allow him an 
opportunity of avoiding the disgrace that awaited his past 
conduct. I thought it prudent to consider his rank, and to seize 
the opportunity of conciliating his tribe in preference to urging a 
point which was doubtful, and therefore granted him pardon. 


On the morning of the 4th I returned Sheikh Mahomed’s and 
Sheikh Majeed’s visits, more particularly with a view to expe- 
diting my departure, which was fixed for the evening: The fair- 
est promises and the stronfyest assurances of friendship were 
as profusely lavished on this occasion as at the former interview, 
and both the Sheikhs appeared so well versed in the art of decep- 
tion, that it was difficult to perceive the motive which induced 
them to delay providing the cattle. They talked of parties of 
robbers of the Aieeman tribe having been seen near Lahissa, 
tried to raise various reports of the dangers to be encountered 
or expected on the march, all of which was intended as a pretext 
to raise the hire of the cattle, and to induce me to promise a 
valuable present. These Sheikhs; as I have seen from the rela- 
tion in which they stand with their tribes, are the persons to 
whom a traveller must apply for cattle to convey himself and his 
baggage, as also for guards to protect it. Should the traveller 
procure cattle through any other medium, the Sheikh is not 
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cnieeabie for his safety, and would-be. the: first to rob and 
carry off the*booty. I had heard a very favourable report and 
character of Sheikh Mahomed and Sheikh Majeed, ‘and entered 
their camp with the expectation of finding them deserving this 
opinion. Their appearance and address, aided by the assiduity 
of their assurandes, miglit have ‘led me to place implicit confi- 


dence in them, had not the occurrence in the desert fully deve-. 


loped the character of the Bedouin in the person of their nephew, 
whose first appearance and acquaintance had made the most 
favourable impression. 

Having heard that Sheikh Mahomed purposed to despatch a 
causid in quest of the Pacha’s camp, I requested permission to 
send a létter by this opportunity to the Pacha’s vizeer. The 
Sheikh promised to forward it. 


The 5th July passed in messages, promises, evasion, and profes. 
sions, and the day closed with a hasty visit from Sheikh Mahom- 
ed, who reported all the dangers, impossibilities, and difficulties 
of proceeding. I closed this interview with insisting on the ne- 
cessity of my proceeding to Lahissa, as my arrival there would 
release him from an incumbrance, and free him from all further 
responsibility. About an hour after his departure Sheikh Majeed 
arrived, and assured me that we should march the following 
evening. 

_ I had experienced much inconvenience from not being provid- 
ed with a horse, and used every exertion to procure one since my 
arrival in this camp, but owing to the recent disturbances and 
unsettled state of this country, horses have become very scarce. 
The few mares that are seen in the Arab camps are kept for breed- 
ing. The male foals are seldom considered of sufficient value (in 
comparison with female) to be reared up. Ag the owner would 
be deprived of the use of the dam for several months, the male 
foals are generally reared on the milk of camels. The few of 
either offered to me for sale were miserable colts or old mares, 


and the price demanded was in the proportion of German-csowns: 
ee ee eee 
presidency. .. 


Se 
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July 6th.—I passed this day in misery. . The quantity of water 
I had drank on the march and the bad quality of it has had a 
very disagreeable effect, which was this day accompanied by fever 
and. thirst which could not be satiated. The hot wind of the 
desert set in at noon, and continued till the evening, which closed 
with disappointment. I have only to reMbat that’ the procrasti- 
nation, duplicity, falsity, deception, and fraudulence of the Bedouin 
cannot be described by one toan European in language which 
would present to his mind the real character of these hordes of 
robbers,.: To attempt to argue with them on the principles of 
justice, right, or equity is ridiculous ; and to attempt to insist on 
their adhering to promises or agreements is equally fruitless, 
‘unless you possess the means of enforcing compliance. The agree- 
ment I had made with Sheikh Mushruf was, that he was to supply 
a certain number of camels to convey my party to Lahissa, 
paying four German crowns per head; that we were to arrive 
in four days, his uncle’s camp being only three marches distant 
from Kateef, and one march distant from Lahissa. I consented to 
advance three German crowns per head on account of the cattle, 
and he said he would pay me the compliment of supplying me 
with his own: horses. On my arrival at Sheikh Mahomed’s camp 
I expected from the first interview to have brought Mushruf to a 
sense of the impropriety of lis conduct on the march, and to 
prevent a recurrence of imposition, but the hoary bearded Bedouin 
was too well versed in deceit. He said that Mushruf had no 
authority to hire the people’s camels to me further than to this 
camp ; that it rested with himself to agree with me for their hire to 
Lahissa, for which he demanded two German crowns for each 
camel. He had promised repeatedly to refund the sixty German 
crowns. This promise he did not fulfil, and added another 
imposition to the treachery practised by his nephew. 

On the morning of 7th the black tents of the Bedouins began 
to disappear gradually; their camp presented some bare spots. 
A march towards Lahissa had been long meditated, and the 
old Sheikh found himself obliged to comply with the orders of the 
Turkish officer at Lahisse, although he grumbled very much 
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-at the hardship of being obliged to move, having been at the 
expense of chaning two or three wells for the convenience of 
thepeamp. This might have cost about five dollars for labour. 
In the evening the cattle arrived for my party, but we did not 
set offstill eight o’clock. We marched by a retrograde route, 
which course we continted till 8 of 8th, when we halted. I had 
much trouble in inducing the Bedouin leader of our party to 
push on to his stage; he frequently attempted to come to a halt 
in a situation where water was not to be procured, and, according 
to the old custom, to set off again in the morning. By being 
very obstinate I carried the point, and we arrived at 3 o’clock 
at a well which afforded a good supply of water. This spot is 
called Haffeerah. 


We marched from the well at Haffeerah at 7-20 p.m. of 8th, 
crossed the desert, keeping an E.8.E. course till 6 a.m. of 9th, 
when we halted at a well of good water called Domzezee. At 
day-break we passed part of the Bedouin camp at the wella 
Kin Dary but the Bedouins would not allow us to halt 
there. De suppose they did not wish to be troubled with our 
party, as we would have drawn a large quantity of water, and 
th.refore pushed us off two hours march, although much fatigued. 
The men who had been sent as guards behaved very ill these two 
nights past: they quitted us in the desert, and lay down to 
sleep. It was useless to speak to them on this or any other 
subject, and their replies were so impertinent that it was better 
to avoid altercation with them. It is the usual practice of these 
Bedouins to appear meek and humble when bargaining with the 
traveller, who, when he has entered the desert, is completely at 
the mercy of the lords of the soil, who rule with despotism and 
impose at pleasure. If any disagreement takes place, the Be- 
douins would halt and desert their passengers, leaving them to 
famish for want of water. 


Sheikh Mahomed was eee to the N.E. at the wells called 
Salasil. 


On he evening of 9th the Bedouin camel- drivers wished to 
fin 
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follow the example of the guards-men of the party, and to join 
Sheikh Mahomed’s camp, under pretence of obtainintr provisions. 
As it might have caused the delay of a day, I ordered them to be 
provided with rice, the only article of which we could spare a 
portion. Having once more satisfied the impositions of these 
turbulent barbarians, we marched at 9-I®'p.u.; at 11 we passed 
the village of Hoodia to the left, being the only walled or settled 
habitation of man that we had met. In its neighbourhood the 
land is cultivated, and there were several flocks of sheep near the 
walls, At 7 a.m. of 10th we passed a fine spring of delicious 
water in a small date plantation, and at 8-15 halted at the village 
of Jumeah, where there is an abundant supply of water and date 
gardens, Near this villageis an extensive lake which fertilizes 
the plain, but the salt desert soon checks its operation. I observed 
some cotton bushes in a garden. Marched at 10-30 p.m. of the 
10th. Crossed several high sand hills to gain the direct road, 
and to enable us to rownd the head of the lake. We then 
crossed an extensive salt plain, and keeping a southerly direction 
reached Lahissa at 6 a.m. of 11th. About five miles from Lahissa 
to the left we passed two large villages, near which there is a 
lake. 







I selected a spot near the fort of Foof, in which the Kashif re- 
sided, and pitched my tents in a garden well supplied with water. 
During this operation a chaws arrived from the Kashif to inform 
me that a salute was firing in compliment of my arrival. I there- 
fore returned my thanks to the Kashif for this mark of public 
respect. 


On the evening of 12th the Kashif paid me a visit, and on the 
morning of 13th Khuleel Agha, the governor vf Kateef, who, to- 
gether-with his two Turks, had arrived at Ul-Ahsa. Several visits 
took place between us up to the 17th, and these interviews, which 
Tencouraged, enabled me to form the opinions which I had the 
honourte lay before the Right Honourable the Governor in Council, 


grounded on the information which I was then enabled to 
collect. 
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Addressed the follovgng letter :— 


“To the Right Honourable Sir Evan Nepzan, Bart., 
President and Governor in Council, Bombay. 


‘‘Riant HonNovuRABLE SIR, 


“T do myself the honour to acquaint the Right Honourable the 
President in Council that I arrived at Kateefon 21st June, where 
I was induced to land in preference to prolonging the voyage by 
proceeding to Anjeer, which place was represented as very diffi- 
cult of access, and the communication from thence to Ul-Ahsa 
as precarious. The governor and two assistants were the only 
Turks residing at Kateef. In the pay of the governor there 
were only sixty Arab hirelings from the neighbouring Villagc., 
who performed the duty of guarding this place. I was con- 
ducted on shore by the second officer, who’ ypprared & man n of 
very inferior rank. 


“ After a delay of several days it appeared to me that the Turkish 
Agha did @ot possess the means of forwarding or protecting me 
on the route to Ul-Ahsa, and that he himself was dependent on 
the Bedouin Sheikhs for the protection of the convoys on this 
road, I therefore determined to place myself under the protec- 
tion of a Sheikh of the Beni Khalid tribe, and to set out for Ul- 
Ahsa without farther delay. After a tedious and laborious march 
through the desert, which was rendered more distressing by the 
conduct of the Bedouins and the impositions of their Sheikhs, 
I arrived at Ul-Ahsa on the 11th instant. 


On my arrival at Ul-Ahsa I was received with every compli- 
ment and mark of attention that the circumscribed means of the 
Kushif admitted of. He paid mea visit, which I of course re- 
turned. The mutual assurances and hope of #$ermanent friend- 
ship being established between the respective governments was 
the general topic of conversation. The Turkish officers with 
whom I have had an opportunity of conversing appear t@ de, very 
ignorant of the Pacha’s views; they have been long separated 
from him, and are completely worn out by the fatigues of three 
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years’ arduous service in this sterile and begbarous country ; their 
thoughts and hopes are centered in the expectation of being recall- 
ed. The'period of their departure appears to have arrived. 


“ The political state of this country differs materially from the re- 
ports which were current in India at the period of my departure. 


“The Pacha appears to have found that his troops were too widely 
extended ; that the difficulty of keeping open extended com- 
munications iu # country which is for the most part a desert would 
require a large force, to meet the expenses of which the revenues 
are insufficient, and that little dependence could be placed on the 
fidelity of the Bedouin tribes. The convoys have been attacked 
between Ul-Ahsa and Deriah, near Salumiah, which is six days’ 
march from hence. The Bedouin tribe of Saadeh were the per- 
petrators of this audacions attack. 


“The Aieeman* tribe of Bedouins who traverse the desert to 
the south of Ul-Ahsa have lately made an incursion to Anjeer, 
pillaged the petty fort and the few huts which surrounded it, 
carrying off the property of a caravan which was about to proceed 
to Ul-Ahsa. The communication has therefore ceased, and even 
at this moment the direct route to Kateef is unsafe, several parties 
having penetrated to the north of this place. | 


“* The Kashif of Ul-Ahsa has received orders to collect the re- 
mains of the Tugkish troops, amounting to two hundred and 
fifty, and to rejoin the Pacha’s camp at Soodeyur, two marches be- 
yond the site of Deriah, and at which place the Kashif informed 
me His Excellency purposes to remain for a month. On the de- 
parture of the Turkish government the Sheikhs of the Beni 
Khalid tribe are to assume the government of Ul-Ahsa as tribu- 
taries to the Pacha, who claims a portion of the revenues as a 
remuneration forthe expenses of the war, and reinstating this 
tribe in the dignities and territories of which they had been 
deprived by the Wahabee. 





. This tribe furnished the Touiaosss of Ras-ul-Khima with 9 great number of 
volunteers, who embarked on board their boats for anc or two voyages, =e 
te the share of the spoil which was allotted to them, | 
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‘His Excellency hes razed Deriah, and I am _ informed 
that there scarcely remains a vestige of that place, which 
was so long the terror of Arabia. He appears to have been 
actuated by another motive than mero vanity. As he did not 
purpose to garrison this place, it became necessary to render 
it a ruin,* that it may not at a future period be a rallying 
point to any tribe of Bedouins, in whom geferally little faith can 
be placed. It is said he purposes to leave a garrison at Anizeh to 
overawe the tribe of Duwys, which is very powerful, and also as a 
medium of communication with Ul-Ahsa, that the revenues may be 
remitted with safety, the continuation of which will of course 
depend on the stability of the Pacha’s power, for although he has 
been the medium of the present altered situation of the trilLu 
now placed in possession of the territories of Ul-Ahsa, neverthe- 
less the Turks are viewed with much jealousy by these Bedouins, 
who are anxiously looking for their departure, and consider them 
at this moment as intruders. The Turks have ruled here with 
very arbitrary sway, and have been accustomed to enforce their 
commands over the Bedouins, who are an uncivilized, barbarous 
race, and probably the most difficult people in en universe to rule 
or keep in subjection. 

“Tt is evident that the district of W-Ahsa, the port of Kateef, 
and the advantages of the communication by Anjeer, present 
more favourable prospects than any advantages#which could be 
expected by the accession of Ras-ul-Khima. If the Pacha has 
found it necessary to abandon these. acquisitions, it is not to be 
expected that he will enter upon any projects for the acquisition 
of territory which he could not possibly retain, and the acquire- 
ment of which would not defray the expenses of the conquest. | 


“TI have laid before the Right Honourable; the Governor 7 
Council the only points of information which I have been able to 
collect since my arrival in Arabia, grounded on which I have 


roe, 


Superstition had a great deal todo with it. As Deriah had been feria for 
broaching schims in Islam, and has even produced one or two females who have 
started new tenets and caused great trouble, 
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presumed to offer my own opinions of the state of this country, and 
the views of the Pacha, which appear to be unavoidably directed to 
the abandonment of all prospects of the acquisition of territory 
on this coast of the Persian Gulf, and confined to the establish- 
ment of his power on the western coast of Arabia, as more closely 
connected with the establishment in Egypt, and from whence 
supplies and reinforéements would readily be obtained. The 
only questions which have been started by the Turkish officers 
respecting this coast of Arabia have been confined to Muscat, of the 
political situation of which place they appear very ignorant. The 
remarks which have fallen from them, however, fully convince me 
that at some prior period the Pacha had directed his attention to 
that quarter ; the alterations which have taken place in his policy 
render any comments on this subject unnecessary at the present 
moment, 


‘‘ With respect to my further proceedings, I find myself placed 
in a most perplexed and embarrassed situation. Was I not 
dubious of incurring the displeasure of the most noble the 
Marquis of Hastings, I should be inclined to abandon the hope of , 
proceeding on the mission with which I have been entrusted, 
but as the motives whch induced the Governor General to open 
@ communication with the Pacha may not be solely confined to 
the reduction of Ras-ul-Khima, I conceive it my duty to make 
every effort in m# power to carry His Lordship’s orders into effect. 
The Kashif of Ul-Ahsa purposes to proceed on his route towards 
the Pacha’s camp so soon as he can obtain camels from the Be- 
douin Sheikhs for the conveyance of the convoy. It would prove 
a hazardous, and probably an useless attempt for me to set out 
on such an enterprise, confiding alone in the Bedouins, who may 
be inclined to avail: themselves of the present unsettled state of this’ 
country, and plunder the property of the very person who had been 
entrusted to their charge. I have therefore informed the Kashif 
that I shall be in readiness to accompany the convoy, and am 
anxiously awaiting a reply to letters which I addressed from the. 
Bedouin camp to the Pacha’s minister.. These replies may pos- 
sibly reach me before the convoy is in readiness to proceed, and 
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from the tenor of them I may be ‘gabled to stein: my 
future proceedtngs on some more positive evidence than I am at 
present possessed of. | 


‘** T have the honour to be, &c. 
é #1 Ahea, 7th July 1819. o 


The arrival of Sheikh Mahomed and Sheikh Mujeed was an- 
nounced on the morning of the 14th by e salute fired on the 
occasion. The following days the Turks were busily employed in 
their preparations for the journey. The Sheikhs promised to 
provide cattle, and every person appeared :to be in readiness to 
move. I was soon joined by a horde of Turks, who pitched their 
fancy tents close by mine, and I found them very disagreeable 
neighbours, as they took several opportunities to pilfer. 

July 18th.—I found it necessary to hold a conference with the 
Kashif on the subject of my further intentions and proceedings, 
which in the predicament in which I was placed could only be 
determined by his giving me positive information as to the position 
of the Pacha’s camp, the period of His Excellency’s stay in his pre- 
sent situation, and the probable number of days required to enable 
che Kashif to reach it, provided he moved as he had stated on 22nd. 
To this the Kashif replied, “that the Pacha’s camp was at Soodeyur, 
which place he would reach inten or twelve days from the date of 
his departure from hence, and that he had received letter from the 
Pacha intimaiing his intention of awaiting the Kashif’s arrival.” 
The assurances which the Kashif offered were so specious, 
and he appeared so warm in my interests and the object of 
my reaching the Pacha’s camp, that I determined to accept the 
voluntary proffer of bemg provided with a sufficient number 
of camels from the convoy to enable me to reach the Pacha’s 
camp in company with the Kashif, who assured me “ that he 
"would forward all despatches, and that the communication with 
Kateef should not be closed. That with respect to my return 
the Pacha could insure that object.” To abandon the objectof 
the mission when I probably could in a few days determine, 
on the most positive evidence, the probability of cooperation 
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and the views and policy of the Pacha, apyeared to me to be 
acting on suppositions which may possibly prove fn some points 
erroneous. Althougi: from the evidence now before me I could 
form uo other opinion on the subject than the conclusions which 
I had already submitted, I considered it most advisable to adhere 
to the instructions which I hid received, and to make an effort 
to obtain an interview with the Pacha. I therefore on the 19th 
addressed a letter to the Kashif informing him that on his assu- 
rances and promises I had come to this conclusion. The verbal 
reply which he gave to the meerza who was the bearer of this 
letter (as the Kashif himself has not had the benefit of a liberal 
education) appeared satisfactory and friendly; he repeatedly pro- 
mised to fulfil his engagements. | 


Addressed the following letter :— 


“To the Right Honourable Sir Evan Nepean, Bart., 
President and Governor in Council, BomL 


‘¢ Richt HonovuRABLE Sir, 


“T do myself the honour to address you in continuation of my 
despatch of t 7th instant, and to acquaint the Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council that this evening I held a conference with 
Mahomed Agha’, Cuftun Agasee, and Kashif of Ul-Ahsa. I con- 
ceived it necessary to explain to this officer, who fills a very high 
office, the intricate and difficult situation in which I consider 
myself placed, and to request of him an explanation on the follow- 
ing points: first as to the probability of my arriving at the Pacha’s 
camp previous to His Excellency’s departure, provided that I shall 
accompany the Kashif’s convoy on 22nd instant, the day appoint- 
ed for his march. To this he replied that he should certainly 
reach the Pacha’s camp at Soodeynr in ten or twelve days from 
that date ; that he would providea Mihmandar to accompany me ;. 
that the Pacha had written to him intimating that His Excellency 
would not depart from thence previous to the arrival of the 
Kashif, and that on this point I need not entertain any doubts.. 


49 


“In reply to my second proposition of keeping”open a com- 
munication, he has assured me that all despatches shall be con- 
veyed to Kateef. . With respect to my return from the Pacha’s 
camp to Kateef, he assures me that he conceives the Pacha pos- 
sesses the means of insuring that object. 

‘T have not obtained any information which could enable me to 
form a more clear opinion. -on the probable views of the Pacha 
than the outline which I did myself tho honour to lay before 
your Honourable Board in my letter of 17th instant. The 
preparations for the departure of the Kashif appear to be in a 
state of forwardness, and it becomes necessary that I should 
determine on my future proceedings. Although I do not antisi- 
pate the probability of a joint cooperation of the Pacha’s torcés, 1 
nevertheless imayine that in abandoning the object of the mission 
without having obtained an interview with the Pacha, wien I 
find it is not improbable but that a few days may enable me to 
effect this purpose, and to ascertain on some more certain avtho- 
rity his views and policy, I may probably subject: myself to the 
disapprobation of Government. I have therefore ,determined to 
proceed with the Kashif on 22nd instant, and trust\that this deci- 
sion will meet with the approbation of Government. 


_ wt have the honour to be, &c. 
~  U-Ahea, 19th July 1819,” 


I conceived it necessary to make a suitable present to the 
‘Kashif, who I was informed is an officer of rank in the Pacha’s 
army, and therefore on his arrival in camp at noon it was des- 
patched to him. He received it with much satisfaction, and from 
what I could learn he was perfectly contented and _ with 
my deportment towards him, 


July 21st.—I thought it advisable to address a ‘etter to the 
Beni Khalid Sheikhs, and to ascertain from them whether they 
had: determihgd. to: afford me their assistance and protection on 
“my return. I had been very anxious for several days ti tp avail 
mayeall a an + oppastanity to confer with them, bat the as “e tare 






50° 


of the Kashif, their-quarrels with the Aieeman tribe, and several 
local circumstances, from being more . -immediately “ presented to 
their observation, obliterated the more distant: object on which I 
had before spoken,to them and they | deferred this object. till 


my return. 
Addressed the oe letter from Captain Sadlior -— 


-< To SHEIKE Masomep and Sais Maseun, 


"Aal-ul- ia a Sheikhs of the Bedouin tribe 
of Beni Khalid, &c. &c. 


see A. C\—Many years have elapsed since your noble family were 
in the possession of these territories, and in the habits of.friendly 
- intercourse with the British authorities. The alterations which 
have since that period taken place have frequently placed the 
rulers of this tountry in the situation of enemies to the British 
hppa’ icnlarly during the power ofthe Wahabee. . These 
territories hav “been lately rescued from .that power which has 
now ceased to exist, and have been restored to your illustrious 
family. It aS been my good fortune to arrive at this crisis, and 
as you hayg heretofore verbally informed mo that your family is 
desirous df renewing the former friendly intercoure, which may 
now be effected with so much advantage, at a.crisis when it may be 
desirable that the British government should be acquainted with 
the alteration which has lately taken place, I shall be happy to be 
made acquainted with your sentiments. Should they prove to bé 
of the same friendly disposition. which you have heretofore ex- 
pressed, it is probable | they may be agreeable to the British 
government, It is necessary that I should make: known’ to you 
that gt the. present; moment «ship. of war awaits my return to’ 
Kateef, which port. is of course under _your government, and 
that from the: period of my. arrival, within the boundaries: of your 
territories, on. my return, from ‘the Pacha’s: camp, I.shall consider . 
| myself under your protection . till the period of my rejoining the 
‘ship in your port of Kateef, This will afford your family .an op- . 
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portunity of evincing your friendly intentions, by exerting your 
influence in févour of an a of that government ee stay 


in your territories. 
ee. Be Seal of 


| Captain Sapume. 
| A true translation. 
« Dated U1- -Ahso, et July 181940. 
and 28th Ramzan, 1234 Hijerah. 0 


Sheikh Mahomed, who is very deaf, advanced in years, and unfit 
to transact business, paid me a hasty visit, and assured me that 
I might rest satisfied that all my wishes should be acconi- 
plished ; he could not wait to enter minutely into deta''s, 
I therefore handed him the letter which I had prepared, and he 
departed to expedite the march of the Kashif. His answer I re- 
ceived in a few hours, and found it laconic. 1 closed my packet’ 
for despatch by the “ Vestal,” and entrusted it to Sheikh Khumees, 
the guide whom I had brought from Bushire. This man’s 
conduct had obliged me to determine on his return. “He had been 
guilty of many deceptions. I therefore gave him an opportunity of 
returning this evening under a promise that he would reach 
Kateef on 24th instant. : 


The following letter, addressed to Captain Bruce, will aint out 
the precaution necessary to be adopted in’ -gelectin g guides, and 
the faith or reliance to be. placed in thioae’ ven of the best 
characters :— 

) - Lehisea, Jult y 12th, 1819. 
My pear Bruce, 
« After the detention at Kateef which I mentioned in my letter, 
‘I set off, by the advice of Sheikh Khumees, under the protection 
of a Bedouin Sheikh (a nephew of Majeed and of Mahomed) whom 
he introduced to me. As I had declined fer several ‘days to pro- 
ceed in this manner, and did not eventually move till I had ‘re- 
ceived through him the positive assurance of perfect confidence, | 
I entrusted the arrangement of the march, the hiring of-the.¢ mi tle. 
&c. &c. to Khumees, who reported everything in ae mont favour. 
able light, and held himself responsible, © ce ee aed. | 
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“The fifth day Khumees aihiks a: eer for this Sheikh 
(Mushraf), to which I objected till we should reach’ our destina- 
tion; he persisted, and the Sheikh became impatient. I was 
obliged to acquiesce, and the present was prepared, _Khumees 
objected to the value which he was pleased to estimate it at (450 
piasters), on which I entertained some doubts of his fidelity, and 
sent the present by my own servant, an Arab. Mushruf accepted 
it with thanks, but half an hour had not elapsed when he came 
to my tent and refused to load the baggage, or to send the horses, 
unless I would pay down,sixty dollars for the hire, stating that the 
present was not of sufficient value to reward him for his trouble. 


“‘ Khumees had withdrawn secretly and sent o private message 
to Mushrof, to which I impute this conduct. I had prohibited 
him from communicating on this subject with Mushrof on the 
supposition of his being in his interest more .than m mine; the 
Bedouin acted the barbarian ; he refused to allow us to load, and 
ordered his people to abandon us in this situation, without a arp 
of water. 


«Khumees had taken the preeaution to secure a conveyance 
for himself from the Sheikh, with whom he was prepared ta 
depart. 


On arriving at tise Bedouin camp at Oomerrubeesh, I requested 
Khumees to secure the camels, that we might march in the 
evening, and gave him this order at 8 a.m. He did not, however, 
give himself the least trouble about the camels, although he was 
the person through whom the agreement respecting them was 
made. 2 - | 

“After a delay of three days I waa obliged to send the 
Meerza, who procured the camels, but not according to the agree- 


ment made orginally by Khamees ; an‘ over.change of two.dollars’ 
a head and a farther detention of two days w were incurred. ns 


“ You will preceive jt was impossible to: stem the tide ‘g0 9 loag 
‘Khumees remained near me. I have therefore. ordered him to 
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proceed to Kateef in gharge of letters, and to repair himself to — 
Aboosheer to deliver this ‘letter to you, in which case he may be: 
entitled to the. te * of his sey which remains unpaid. 


T remain, &e. “i 


Before I set out from Ul-Ahsa I must offer some Sallis of 
this district, which is called Ul-Ahsa or Lahissa. The principal or 
walled town is called Foof; its walls are of mud, and about fifty 
feet high, surrounded by a deep dry ditch. It has two gates; the 
houses within the fort are mean; to the east is an open village, 
interspersod with cultivated grounds and date plantations. Foof 
and its suburbs do not contain fifteen thousand inhabitants. » f 
this number probably six hundred may be considered as the effect 
of its strength. 

The fort of Mooburuz is diselquatiets of a mile to the north of 
Foof ; its bourjes are lofty, and it is surrounded by a deep dry ditch; 
it has but one gate; its suburbs or open village is not so extensive 
as that of Foof, and may contain about ten thousand souls, of 
which four hundred may be estimated as the effective force. The 
date plantations extend to the eastward, and are interspersed 
with open villages and hamlets, which are said to contain fifty 
thousand souls. These plantations are nourished by an abund- 
ant supply of good water from wells and several lakes, but I 
could not porceive any trace of a river or stream forming a con- 
nection between any of those lakes, and to my inquiries on this 
subject, both Turks and Arabs assured me that no such river 
exists, | | 

Wheat, barley, and rice are cultivated in the lands adjoining 
these plantations. The fruits and vegetables of Ul-Ahsa are not 
good. Those we procured were a few bad apricots, figs very 
hard and dry, bad water-melons, the onions had the shape of 

carrots, and not of onions ; this i is to be attributed to the sandi- . 





cs Notwithstanding this constraint or tie, this fellow did not return to Bushire 
for four months, It was fortunate that I had taken the precaution te send the 
letters in duplicate bya Cansid, who reached the ship,and was paid on. deligaring 
them, ~~ 
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ness of the soil, ‘and the superabundance of: water nsed i in irriga- 
tion:. The tamarisk tree prows very tall, and is here eae 
peaned, as it is of essential use in roofing the houses. : 


~. This valley may produce in ordinary seasons a sufficient supply 

for its inhabitants, but the Bedouins require the whole produce of 
the date harvest, which, together with the supplies sent into the 
interior, gives rise to a profitable trade through the medium of the 
port of Anjeer. with Bahrein. Anjeer having been lately plun- 
dered by the Aieeman tribe, neither saa nor rice could be pur- 
chased at Ul-Ahsa. 

In the afternoon the Kashif fulfilled that part of his promise 
which related to sending the camels, a Mihmundar, and a horse. 
The camp was disappearing, and we were soon on the move. 
I had not the pleasure to hear from the Kashif since the receipt of 
the; “present, and, this evening he mounted and set off without 
making any inquiries respecting me. The Mihmundar also depart- 
ed. It appears to me that in a Turkish camp hospitality or atten- 
tion to strangers does not form any part of their military code. 
During my stay with the Turks I have as yet received no mark 
of personal attention from any of that nation. 


We marched at 5 p.m. of 21st and reached the place appointed 
for rendezvous at 8. At the village of Heweverat, which is walled, 
surrounded by a large date plantation, and well supplied with 
water from a hot spring and a large lake, this part of the desert 
appeared barren and dreary. We passed two camps of Bedouins in > 
their black tents. I compute the distance to he 5 miles N.N.W. 
of U]-Ahsa, the range of hills to the west running north and south. 

July 22nd.—This day the people were busily employed filling 
their water-bags. We were to march inthe evening by the 
northern route. During the three first marches the guides did not 
expect to meet with a single well of water. The Turks would not 
allow the camels to be removed from the camp to graze lest the 
Bedouins should drive off the whole. We marched 5-80 PM; 
proceeding by: a north-wésterly course, and halted in the desert at. 
6-30 a.m. of 28rd. The pickets were very alert, This place is 
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situated on ‘higher ground than Ul-Ahsa. The desert: is barren as 
usual, exhibitiffg only a few tufte™® grass. This spot cannot be 
much frequented.aé there is not a drop of water to be procured. 





July 28rd.—Marched at 4-45 p.m. of 28rd and continued our 
route nearly N.W. till 1-20 of 24th. Here we halted in the 
neighbourhood of a camp of Bedouins, and lay down till day- 
light, when we moved about five miles further north and halted at 
the wells of Oomerrubeeah, the gue) on which I had been ets 
ned for three day s. 


July 24th.—r.m. The march was cneepeeeaty countermanide?, 
and we halted for the night. 7 


July 25th—am. As sual the Turks would not allow ene 
Bedouins to remove their camels from the camp to graze; the 
camels starving, the Bedouins grumbling, the.% urks: swearing. 
Several camels had been carried off .by the Bedouins, who -had 
received in advance that portion of the hire which the avarice of 
the Sheikhs of the tribe allotted to the owner’ of these animals. 





In the evening we marched at 4 o’clock, and not expecting to 
meet with water, all the water-camels were loaded. Continued 
till 1-30 a westerly course through a hilly country which 
was barren, more firm, and not so sandy: -#@. the flat desert. 
Here we halted, and water was discovered .. inca large well 
in the plain, which is surrounded with hills. it appeared that 
this water was supplied by the winter rains which collected in ‘this 
plat or plain, and this well ‘derived its precarious supply 
solely from this source. Neither regularity nor précaution was 
observed i in. the use of this water, and the well soon became empty. 
Our night marches. were rendered more tardy. and. -anpleasant 
than on, the. former march.. The. convoy-consisted of nearly six 
hundred: ‘camels,.moving in tens and fifties, each person’s baggage 
forming - a: ‘separate corps." The. moon, which afforded us. a_ 
cheerful light, ‘was as yet too faint to. enable. me to mare the route | 
_by the compass. with any degroe of preci = 3 
‘latter part of our route was WN. Wee’ phe: 
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One part. of the siesmapemens of our march appeared to me very 
judicious, and forcibly brougliMto recollection’ the "justness of the 
simile which the Arabs so frequently introduce in comparing the 
‘desert to the ocean, and in considering the camel as the ship of 
the desert. An advanced. guard, accompanied by the guides, 
moved on.in front under the command of an officer of. cavalry, 
and a large lantern, elevated by a pole affixed to the saddle of a 
camel, appeared. like the top light cf a commodore’s ship, to which 
the column was expected to pay attention. During the night 
several pistols were discharged from front to rear to show the 
position of the different groups, and to prevent their becoming 
too widely extended. 


July 26th—Replenished our stock of water in the forenoon, 
which waf rather’a fortunate circumstance, as the well became dry. 

We marched atid, P M., keeping a W. by 8. course, and halted at 
8 a.m. of 27th :iti'a high situation. No water procurable ; the air 
rather cooler, and the desert better covered with grass tufts and 
bushes. I observed the bable tree* in blossom, anda few wild 
bare trees, which produce a plum, common all over India. | 


We saw a few deer, and two or three hares were killed on 
the march. © Tho only situations in which I have seen deer or 
antelopes were those where water was not procurable, and as all 
the wells are too deep for the animal to get at the water without 
artificial means, I imagine that months elapse without their being 
able to taste ofit. This march was on the beaten road that runs 
from Ul-Ahsa to Remah. 


, Marched at 4 p.m. 27th, and continued on the high-road till 
sniduight, when we lost it ; the desert becoming sandy, we did not 
halt till 8 a.m. 28th ; route westerly. One Turk died on the march 
and, several horses. During the stage no water to be procured. 


' The day was fortunately cloudy and rather cooler. Through 
the inattention of the camel-drivers, ; the camel om which the walls 
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‘and poles of my tent. were loaded strayed, and the. whole for ever 
lost. | 
One of’ the Bedouins picked up a saiiatie’s on igs march, 
and now ‘brought it to me as a present; the animal was not 
so large as those I have generally seen in India. My curiosity 
being gratified, I returned the little creature to the Bedouin, 
who repeated the Bismillah, and having skinned it, set it on the 
coals dnd made an excellent broil. The Bedouins eat all the 
_ ‘wild animals they find throughout the desert—the jerboa, the 
lizard or goana, and even snails, considering all wild 
animals (with the expection of the hog) as treated for the use of 
man. They have no repugnance to anything provided it bes 
been “hulalled.” . There are, however, fewer animals in the desert 
of Arabia than in any wild of the same extent on the face 
of the globe. Throughout a long march over an’ open country, 
where everything is exposed to view, you “tay probably” see 
a dozen jerboas, three or four hares, which are remarkably small, 
as many goanas, and probably half a dozen bagra caras or desert 
partridges, with the breast black, from whence they take their 
name ; there are a few blue pigeons ; crows are rarely seen. 


July 28th.—4 p.m. marched three hours west and halted at 
Remah, where we founda Bedouin encampment of the tribe of 
Subeeyh, amounting to two thousand families. There are seven 
very deep wells. I had provided and brought with me four poles, 
and two wheels to erect a sheers for drawing water. The depth of 
the wells is thirty-five fathoms,-and we used camels to draw up 
the buckets. 


Many of the people had not arrived at the last stage when. we 
set off. Several Persian and Cabul mendicants who had set out 
with the hope of accompanying this convoy, and ensuring their 
route to Mecca, died of fatigue and the privation of water. 
When we moved in the evening there only remained two mushukhs 
of water from the stock I had brought with me, of which I had 
been as liberal as prudence admitted. From the situation of this 


spot Remah, and the meaning attached to hen name—a spear or a 
8 RA 
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place of battles in the centre of the desert—it appears to be a spot 
-of some importance in the desert. If necessary thé wells may be 
easily filled, and there then would remain no possibility of passing 
by this ‘Hhto, therefore the possession of these wells is a matter 
of as much consequence in this desert as the retaining a citadel 
or fortified city: would prove on the continent of Europe. 


July 29th —The process of watering occupied the attention of all 
persons. The Arab encampment removed to some distance to give 
place to the convoy.- Several persons who had ‘been left behind 
arrived during theday. In the afternoon a thunder-storm, followed 
by a very heavy fall of rain, upset our camp, and drenched every 
soul. Night came on before we could repair the damages sus- 
tained, which in our situation were of serious consequence; each 
load was completely water-soaked. The Pacha visited this spot a 
few months after the capture of Deriah, and punished this tribe 
for not having obeyed his summons to assist in the reduction of the 
.Wahabee. 


I had here an opportunity of witnessing the camel in the per- 
formance of a labour to which one would imagine he is ill adapted 
by nature, and on expressing my surprise at so unusual a sight 
as that of a camel converted into a draft animal, the Kashif in- — 
formed me that the Pacha’s guns were puncipeny dragged by | 
camels from the Red Sea to Deriah. 


The Turks are not much advanced in the sciences of mechanics _ 
beyond the Arabs, to whom this laborious duty was generally : 
entrusted ; therefore the arrangements of harnessing the animal, 
or applying his powers to the best advantage, could not be ex- 
pected from either, although the proof of the ability and, fitness 
of the animal has been ascertained, and may be advantageously 
improved upon by our Indian armies should their services be 
required in a similar soil and country. 

July 80th. —Marched ‘at 6-30-4.m. We were two‘hours loading ; 


the camels could scarcely move under the weight of several 
loads which had been so soaked that they could not be lifted. It 
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was necessary to move from this spot as the Bedouins had ten 
deprived of Water for thirty-six” ‘hotfrs and would not submit 
any longer, Our .route was Be S.W. over a hilly country, 
gravelly surface. In many places the rain-water had lodged, 
and the desert appeared refreshed by this fall of: rain which had 
lone us so much injury. We’ halted at: Symama at 12, found 

mall supply of rain-water in a nulla, on the banks of which 
kere several babul trees of a large size. ‘From the appearance 
of this nulla I should suppose it to bea torrent after each fall 
of rain in the winter season. The forenoon was cool, and we 
suffered little inconvenience from the sun. It is worthy of remark 
that even on the hottest days no occurrence of cowp-de~B Tal 
had taken place, alsbong a the people had meee coustantly 
exposed, 


To the west of Remah is the province of Nedjd, to the north- 
east the province of Dehenah, and to the cast” the-province cf 
Sumama. We were now to traverse the province of Nedjd. 


July 31st—Marched at 5-30 a.m. ; continued our route along the 
bank of the nulla. The hills by which it is formed are composed 
of gravel, covered with large loose stones, and extremely barren. 
At 10-80 came to the wells of Ul-Begah, in one of which we found* 
some good water. . We proceeded till 1 p.m. when we descended 
from those hills by a very rugged declivity and entered the plain 
of Acormuh, where we halted at 2-30 ; no water to be procured. 
The first part of our route was 8.S.W. along the nulla, we. 
then proceeded.8.W., and approached this place by a westerly 
course. This plain iscovered with stonesandvery barren. In the 
nulla we found some pools of rain-water, but none in the plain; 
the nulla rans N.N.E., but is-lost in the desert. Aocrmuh 
is a division of the district of Musajidee. We suffered much in- 
convenience from the scorching heat of the sun during this march, 
and the evening. closed with a thunder-storm accompanied by a. 
heavy.: fall of rajn.. The spot.on which we had encamped on the 
plain was very low; atorrent of rain-water anand from, hace 
higher ground inundated the camp. oC Be St ee 
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~ Atgust 1st.—Marched at 6-30.a.m., and descended into a second 
plain, crossed this plain end a range of red saad hills, We. 
arrived. at 12 o’clock at Gah-ul-Bubban, and found a stream of 
rain-water called Nifooz-ul-Bubban, which induced the Kashif to 
halt. The sun was oppressively hot. ‘Our route was W.S.W. for 
the first part, and the latter west. « The Kashif despatched several 
Arabs to gain intelligence of the detachment which he was 
ordered to remove from Saleemiah, and of which he has not yet 
obtained any information. This caused us to make a circuit to# 
the southward. | 


wAuguet 2nd.—We marched at 11 a.m. in the direction of Mun- 
fooah ; halted at 4P.m. in the mountains. A heavy thunder-storm 
and fall of rain obliged us to halt here in a miserable plight. The 
air extremely cold. 


August Srd.—We pursued our route to Munfooah, which bore 
south, and encamped within a mile of that place, which is sur- 
rounded with extensive ruins of walls and boorjes. This points it 
out to have been once ina more flourishing condition. The site of 
Deriah is in a deep ravine north-west of Munfooah, about ten miles 
distant. It is now in ruins, and the inhabitants who were spared, 
‘or escaped from the slaughter, have principally sought shelter 
here. The afternoon closed with a heavy fall of ram and a 
thunder-storm, 


_ The Kashif sent one-half the detachment in the direction of 
‘Suleemiah, to enable the party stationed there to effect a 
junction. It appears they had been engaged im a quarrel with 
‘the Bedouins, and although they were reported to amount to one 
hundred cavalry, they were not able to evacuate their siation and 
join our party, which was in consequence oer to make & 
circuit to-the south. | 

When at Remah the Kashif recommended me to send two 
Bedouins and one of my own servants one march to the rear, in the 
hope of recovering the camel and tent which had been lost on 
28th, and as he purposed to remain two days at. Remah, I con- 
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sented. The owners of the camel returned to seek their camel, 
and my man, anounted on zelool or riding-camel, which I had 
purchased at Oomerrubeeah, accompanied them. They were 
unsuccessful in their search, and returned to the wells at Remah 
about two hours after our departure. My man was seized by the 
Subeeyh tribe, his arms and camel taken from him, and the mur- 
derous sword of the Bedouin was unsheathed to end his existence. 
He stated to them that he was an Arak of the other coast, and 
begged them to spare his life. They deferred their decision till 
the following morning, when he was stripped, and permitted to 
depart in company with the two Bedouins, who had been treated 
with kindness by those of the other tribe. These two barber’ans 
obliged this unfortunate man to walk barefoot for four "days. 
They gave him each day a small portion of camel’s milk, but 
would not share one mouthful of the provisions they had ovvained 
at the Bedouin camp; they all arrived here on the forenoon of 
this day. 


The western route from Ul-Ahsa to Deriah via Saleemiah is 
to be accomplished in ten days. The Kashif publicly expressed his 
intention of proceeding by the usual route, although he had long 
detormined to avoid encountering the Saadeh tribe ; he thereforo 
suddenly changed his route to the N.W., and sent an express to 
order the Saleemah party to join at Remah, where, not hearing 
of this detachment, he turned to the south, and thus after a labo- 
rious march of fourteen days we arrived here completely worn 
out with fatigue. During the first part of the march we travelled 
by night as there was little chance of an attack, in which case 
our party could not perform the double duty of repelling on the 
one side, and on the other of guarding their own Bedouin camel- 
men, who would have been happy to associate with the assailants, 
or to throw down their loads and desert us, in which case we 
must eventually have fallen a prey to the one party or the’other, 
as our stock of water, provisions, and baggage must have fallen 
in their hands. Of the Saleemiah party I was not able to gain 
any particular intelligence, but from the anxiety expreased by the 
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Kashif I imagined that party to have been in a very perilous 


situation. 


Awaiting the return of the party from Saleemiah we halted three 
days, during which I had leisure to visit Munfooah, which contains 
about two thggsand families. In it there are some good houses 
built of mud and stones, some two stories high, with flat roofs. This 
place was surrounded with a wall and ditch which the Pacha 
ordered to berazed. The village of Riad is situated to the north, 
about a mile distant, and separated by the ruins of walls and 
houses. Riad is not so well peopledas Munfooah. Lach village is 
surrounded by extensive date plantations, well supplied with water 
from deep wells. In the winter season the torrents from the 
barren mountains form a large stream which inundates the valloy. 
The inhabitants were at that moment in a more wretched state 
than-at any prior period since the establishment of the power of the 
Wahabees. Their walls, the chief security for their property, had 
been razed, and many of the inhabitants from Deriah found 
shelter in the date-groves. The yoar’scrop had been consumed 
by the Turkish force, and there neither remained wheat nor barley 
to be purchased. In these two villages there was not a horse. 


Notwithstanding the wretched condition of these people, they 
made a show of resistance, and during the first day would not 
permit any of our party to enter either of the villages. They 
barricaded their houses, and appeared armed on ‘the flat roofs. 
Their Sheikh declined to visit the Kashif; for the supplies which 
they aftewards furnished they extorted at the rate of four German 
crowns for a sheep, and one piaster was demanded for three eggs ; 
a few bad peaches and figs in the same proportions; water- 
melons as also musk-melons were very bad; a few brinjals, onions, 
and some spinage or greens were the only vegetables that I ob- 
served. We procured some clover and straw for the cattle. 


Camel’s flesh of a very bad quality was exposed for sale in 
an open space near the village, where there was a kind of market 
held each day since our arrival. Since our departure from Ul-Ahsa 
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such was the scarcity of other meat and provisions that the flesh 
of the camel wasin common use. Whenever, either on’ the march 
or in camp, a camel -was observed to exhibit symptoms of illness, 
the Bismilla was repeated, and the knife afforded a speedy re- 
lease from misery to the unfortunate animal ; the fesh was soon 
separated from the bones, which were not disjointed, and the 
skeleton remained on the plain to mark our route. 





The cotton plant ; is to be found in the gardens in the neighbour- 
hood of both villages, and at a former period the cultivation of 
wheat and barley was extensive. Indian corn* is also cultivaied. - 


I was very particular in my inquiries respecting the late ht:vy 
falls of rain, which to me was an unexpected occurrencein Arabia 
at that season of the year. The villagers informed me that such 
an occurrence had not before taken place within the memory of 
the oldest Arab 1 in their village, but that during the cold seascn 
or winter the weather was usually very cold in this elevated and 
mountainous district, at which period frequent heavy falls of rain 
were to be expected. An old Arab of Munfooah, of whom I made 
some inquiries on this subject, replied to one of my questions by 
exclaiming, “ God is great; I havo lived to see three wonders in 
one day—a Turk and a Feringee at Munfooah, and rain at mid- 
summer ! ! !” 


The only villages which were mentioned to me as being in the 
neighbourhood of Deriah are Erza, Riad, Munfooah, Doorumbah, 
Aiin, Rumleh. To the south are the villages of Sahmiah, Khar- 
jee, and Khota. The name of Imameh was also mentioned, but 
it was described as a place of little importance at the present 
moment and totally unknown to the Turks. Of the course of a 
river inserted in many of the modern maps, and made to run close 
to Ul-Ahsa, I have to remark that there are certainly many tor- 
" yents formed by the winter rains which shape their courses accord- 
ing to the directions of the valleys between the mountains of this 
district, but. se they. are only periodical they ought. not, to, ‘be 
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magnified into a river. Itis probable that the incidental collection 
of water in those valleys at a certain season, and the great abun- 
dance of water near Ul-Ahsa, both in the shape of natural lakes 
(but totally unconnected) and of wells,reservoirs, and springs, which 
th in every direction in its neighbourhood, have given 
rise to the idea of a river or torrent having at some former period 
forced its way to thesea. The Arabs at this moment insist that 
there is a river which passes under ground the.stream of which has 
never been seen by any human being. They imagine that those 





springs which gush up are supplied by the superabundance of the 
waters of this river, and that similar springs in the neighbour- 
hood of Bahrein derive their existence from the same source. 
This is to be considered rather as a figurative description than as a 
premeditated falsehood. , Kotzebue in his travels in Italy gives an 
interesting account of the subterraneous streams near Medina. 


Our detention at Munfooah was prolonged till 18th of August, 
when the Saleemiah party ‘reached us, and the following facts 
transpired. At Kharjeh, near Saleemiah, four Sheikhs of the 
tribe of Sacod resided, one of them named Abdoolah, and another 
Abdool Uzegz, names which have heretofore appeared very 
conspicuous in the history of the descendants of Wahab. To 
these Sheikhs the Pacha had extended mercy and a promise 
of future protection; he had even presented some with khy- 
lats. On His Excellency determining to abandon this side 
of Arabia, he directed the Chokadar Bashee of Saleemiah to 
destroy these Sheikhs, but as his party amounted only to fifty 
men, he did not possess the means of openly effecting his 
master’s order, and resorted to treachery. He invited the 
Sheikhs to a repast which closed with the assassination of these 
four men. A few days subsequent to this event a party of one 
thousand six hundred Bedouins obliged the Turks to take . 
shelter within the walls. From this situation they were released 
by the appearance of the reinforcement. 


To the conduct of the Chokadar is to be attributed the want 
of confidence in the people of Riad and Manfooah; not a 
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man would venture within the limits of our. camp. ~ Those 
with whom I conversed in the neighbourhood of the village 
"appeared to be implacable enemies to the Turks, and they avowed 
themselves to be of the Wahabee Faith. Several of their relatives 
were residing at Ras-ul-Khima, with respect tostliMfate of which 
place they expressed and evinced a considerable degree of 
interest. 


August 18th.—On the morning of the 18th August we sagchied 
at 5; the first part of our route was north ; we turned off suddenly 
to west, and following the course of valleys formed by very barren 
hills, we reached the site of the ruins of Deriah at 11 am. To tho 
west an extensive range of hills extends north-west and south-dust, 
and another range is seen to the north apparently running to the 
north-east. These ruins are very extensive, and the remains of 
walis formed of yellow earth and partially faced with stone, 
cemented by this earth, mark tho site of the principal. city, 
which was closely built on a natural eminence, protected on 
one side by a deep ravine, and to the west by a range of - 

-boorjees connected by a wall.* This western side was denomi- 
nated Tarefa, and was separated from the eastern*town called 
Sellé, by the principal ravine. This side was also enclosed 
by boorjees and a wall. The ravine afforded a communication 
with the other part of the town which was situated to the north, 


* The foundation of the walls was apparently built with large flat stones'which are 
found in abundance in the hills to the north; these were strongly cemented with 
yellow earth, and of which latter material the upper part of the walls was 
composed ; this earth is very adhesive, and found in abundance all over this 

part of Arabia; the greater part of the houses are usually built of it. . The process 
of building is very simple. A pit is dug where this earth. is expected to be found, 
and water poured in to mix it into mortar, layers of which are formed of the 

breadth of the wall by means of a few planks made into the form of a long box ; 
when one ‘layer is completed and dry, auother is added, and thus a house is 

constructed of three.or even four stories, the walls of which is one solid mass of | 
this earth, which’ ; uires: only the labour of the father and his childres. 
Limestone. is found near Deriah, but the scarcity of fuel precludes ite “being 
brought into use. for building, although a sufficiency is ia: for white-wash- 
ing and sometimes for plastering. . | | 

9 RA 





66 


and which was not so well protected as the southern. Through 
this ravine a stream flows throughout the year, and in the winter 
it is increased to a torrent. In each, however, there are the 
remains of several good houses now in a state of dilapidation ; 
the walls of thp fortification: have been completely razed by 
the Pacha, and the date plantations and gardens destroyed. I 
did not see gne man during my search through these ruins. 

The gardens of Deriah produced apricots, figs, grapes, pome- 
granates ; and the dates were of a very fine description; citrons 
were also mentioned, and many other fruit trees, but I could 
only discern the mutilated remains of those I have mentioned. 
Some few tamarisk trees are still to be seen. 


Leaving Deriah to the left we soon entered a deep ravine by 
a very abrupt descent, and continued a W.N.W. route through 
a sandy run, which appeared to be the bed of a torrent, and 
halted at 4 p.m. at Oineeah, anciently Deriah; this is an extensive 
valley of ruins, in which are some inhabitants and very extensive 
date plantations and figtrees. This valley has also at some former 
period been well peopled, but now presents a scene of wretched- 
ness. 


It is hardly to be expected that the morals of the Bedouins 
would be improved by the intrusion of the Turks, and however 
famed the Arabs may be for the chastity of their females im their 
secluded state as pastoral Arabs (far removed from an intimacy 
with the vices of cities), it has unfortunately arisen as one of the 
concomitant circumstances attending the introduction of a numer- 
ous and depraved soldiery, that the morals of thesé people have 
become tainted by the introduction of vices hitherto said to be 
unknown ; among them it is very well ascertained that an open 
or public disregard of chastity has never been noticed by any 
traveller who may have visited Arabia, and my surprise was | 
called forth by witnessing the misery of several, Bedouin girls 
who had followed the camp from Riaz, and evén from Remah. 
They proceeded generally.on foot, dependent on the occasional 
attention ofa Turk, who probably had shared:their favours, and 
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in return permitted them to ride on one of his camels, thus 
forsaking a lif8 of innocence for the most horrid state to which 
human nature could be debased—that of a common prostitute, fol- 
lowing a Turkish camp through the deserts of Arabia. , 


August 14th.—Marched from Oineesh at 4 in*the morning of 
14th, continued our route through the valley which opened into a 
plain, which we crossed, and entering a ravine we ascetided another 
range of hills, from which we descended by a very rugged road 
into the plain Husseeah, bounded by broken mouldering hills ; the 
road was generally hard and good; the track of the Pacha’s 
guns still visible; and, excepting the descent from the hills of 
Deriah yesterday, and this rmngged road in descending into this 
plain, little difficulty could have been experienced in conveying 
the guns. The first part of our route was W. by N.; in crossing 
the plain we marched west and reached this spot by a W.S.W. 
course. Hera we procured good water from wells. It was 1 p.m. 
when we arrived at Huggeeah. 


August 15th:—Marched at 4 in the morning, our rofite north-wést 
over a table-land, gravelly soil, from which we descended at 6 by 
‘avery abrupt, rugged pass, and passed through a valley which led 
into a widely extended plain. At 10 passed some ruins of walls 
and boorjees, to which the name of Kussur-ul-Burra is given. . Here 
are a few wells and date trees, but no inhabitants. Our route to 
theso remains of a village was W.N.W., and continuing our 
march through this widely extended plain we halted at 1 p.m. 
Abgorj , in the corner of a square-walled enclosure, points out 
this spot, to which the name of Aoorez is given; here we pro- 
cured water, which was rather bitter, from a few wells. This 
plain is bounded to the north-east by rugged mouldering hills ; 
the plain extends north-west and south-east; its soil is gravel, 
very flat, and barren; the latter part of our route was north- 
west. . 3 7 7 : 


August 16¢h.*—Marched at 3-30 this morning 3; our rotite 
W.N.W. The desert barren, and the soil gravelly. Arrived at 
9-80 a.m. at Surumdah, the walls of which have been razed by the 
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Pacha, There ate some inhabitants: residing. here, and its date 
‘groves are to be seen from a great distance. The’ grounds in the 
-neighbourhood had been cultivated to s considerable extent, 
and near it are the ruins of another village called: Miriah. Here 
~are several wells, the watemof which is not, however, good. 
In the afternoon it blew a hurricane, and the clouds of sand which 
floated in the air obscured the sun, although it shone peculiarly 
bright ; the air became oppressively hot. 


This was evidently a gust of the Kamsin, and it was fortunate 
for us that it had set in so late in the day. 


August 17th. —Marched at 3-80 this morning; the desert very 
flat and gravelly ; as barren as usual; some large bushes. At 
5 passed the village of Quarreen to the left, and at 8 came to some 
ruins and a few date trees. Our route hitherto had been very 
direct N.N.W. From these ruins we turned to the west, and 
passed down a valley to Shakrah, where we halted at 9-80 a.m. 
The plain over which we had marched’ breaks abruptly to the 
west, and from this spot has. the appearance of a table-land cut 
perpendicular, Shakrah is situated very low. The walls of the 
town appear to have been very strong. It held out eight days 
against the Pacha’s force; he has now destroyed the walls, but 
the town is not dilapidated. It has a good mosque and market 
place. The date plantations which surround the town are very 
extensive, and plentifully supplied with delicious water from weils 
which are very deep. Four Arabs unfortunately fell into one 
well ; only two of them were saved. 


- We had not as yet pitched our tents when a report reached us 
that a party of Bedouims of the tribe of Aootibah had driven off 
all the cattle belonging to the inhabitants of Shakrah. A party 
from tke camp was sent in pursuit, and came up with those ma-_ 
rauders, of whom the Turks despatched twenty. on the plain, and 
brought in five prisoners, whose heads were struck off. This 
tribe has been particularly untractable throughout the campaign, 

and the Pacha has on ‘all occasions treated them with the utmost 
‘severity. es 
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: This affair occasioned a general sensation of alarm. Our Be- 
douins of the Beni Khalid tribe attempted to escape. and carry off 
their camels, alleging that the other tribe would retaliate on them 
on.their return. Two of my purty got off during the night, al- 
hough I had placed all my servants on the watch, and armed 
them with pistols. 


August 18th. —Marched at 5. We were delayed two — in 
trying to collect our Bedouins, who had secreted themselves, 
many had escaped with their camels. We crossed the plain from 
Shakrah to the west, and entered a valley which led into-a very 
extensive desert plain of a gravelly surface, and marched under a 
burning sun till 1 p.m., when we halted in a barren range of xed 
sand hills, which did not afford either water or forage. During 
the march we had been tantalized with the appearance of the 
desert meteor, or vapour called mirage, which seemed to surround 
us like an ocean. We pdfsed over several thousand colocynths,* 
which, could we have substituted for them as many real melons, 
would have afforded our parched throats a most gratifying relief. 

The Turks had now passed the limit at which they had promised 
to release the Beni Khalid Bedouins, and the camels they had 
hired of them, and which they had stated to the unfortunate 
Bedouins were to be relieved by an equal number from the 
tribe of Mootair (Dewys). These Bedouins were now completely 
in the power of the Turks, who insisted on their accounting for the 
total number of camels which had set out from Ul-Ahsa. The 
balance being quickly struck, the Arabs were dismissed without 
their camels, which were retained to miake good the losses 
sustained by the Turks, in consequence of the desertions which 
had taken place. Thus the unfortunate men who were really 
entitled to double pay, having performed a march which required 
double the number of days stipulated for, were turned adrift in 
the midst of deserts, surrbunded by enemies ; they experienced 
the same treatment, which many an unhappy pilgrim had suffered 
at their hands. - 





~ Coloquintida. 
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August 19th.—Marched at 4 this morning, and laboured through 
the sand hills: till 9-30 a.u., when we.descended into a plain in 
which we found an extensive sheet of rain-water collected. 
Here we halted. Our route was*west. There were the remains 
of a small walled village on the west side of the lake, and some 
wells which are denominated Aiceoon-ul-Sirr. Throughout this 
day the sun was oppressively hot. The hot wind blew constantly, 
even till midnight. The appearance of so extensive a sheet 
of weiter, i in which we were satisfied from having tasted of it, 
there could be no deception, relieved the mind from the appre- 
hension of suffering. Our imaginations being quieted, thirst was 
easily appeased. 


On the western side of this lake the grounds had been formerly 
cultivated to a considerable extent. . 


August 20th.—We halted this forenoon to refresh our cattle, 
and the people marched in the evening about four hours north- 
west, when we lost our road, and were thrown into such a state of | 
confusion that we were obliged to lie down without knowing 
where we were. We marched again on the morning of the 21st at 
5, and proceeded north-west till 7, when we passed the ruins of 
some wells and a run of water. This spot had been once culti- 
vated. From thence till 10 we continued the same route and 
arrived at a walled enclosure which gives shelter to ten or fifteen 
families. Here also we found the grounds cultivated to a con- 
siderable extent and well supplied with water. At 10 a.m. halted 
on the side of a lake of rain-water; on its borders we found a 
supply of grass for our cattle, wich had been brought forth by 
the heavy rains which had recently fallen. This spot is called 
Aiceoonceat. 

August 22nd.—Marched at 5 a.m., saad the ruins of a walled 
village * to the left, and an extensive plain bearing the traces 
of former cultivation; it is now covered with grass. At some. 
former more happy period this spot may have presénted a pleasing 


_* The name of this village is not inserted i in my notes; I fear I et not. be 
able to remedy this neglect. 
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prospect to the weary traveller. We proceeded N.N.W. till 
12-80 p.m., when. we halted at a spot called Mooruba, where 
there are also the marks of former habitations in the plain. In 
a run of sand we dug and found water. ,The fall of rain must 


have been very abundant as the supply of grass was plentiful. 
Ths" gan had been oppressively hot throughout the day. 


F ust 23rd.—Marched st 5, passed several runs which had 
been vefreshed by the rain, and were covered with grass ; these 
runs conveyed a plentiful supply into the lake called Khubrabh, 
near which are the remains of three bourjees which gave shelter 
to the cultivators who annually cultivated this spot. We arrived 
at Mooznib at 9 a.m. It isan open village, well supplied with 
wells, the water of which is, however, rather bitter; the date 
plantations and cultivated grounds in its.environs are extensive; 
our route N. by W. 





August 24th.—Marched at 4.80 this morning, passed very 
barren hills covered with loose stones; our route N.W.; arrived 
at Anizeh at 12-30 p.m. This place has been rendered a somplete 
ruin ; the fort has shared the same fate as all others that fell under 
the displeawire of the Pacha. Some of the date plantations have 
been spared. - It is situated in a valley, and is abundantly supplied 
with water fram wells. It is considered as the principal town of 
this district, and from its geographical situation it has been gene- 
rally. the centre of trade. The caravans from Bussorah, Koit, 
citeef, Ul-Ahsa, and Deriah, passing through Anizeh annually, 
have given this place a certain degree of consequence. It is also 
conveniently situated with respect to Medina and the Red Sea, as 
also with regard to Jubul Chumber. It has always been the 
medium of communication between the Persian Gulf and the Red 
Sea, and might become a post of the first importance from its cen- 
tral position. A garrison placed at Anizeh: would overawe the 
tribe of Anizeh, which occupies the desert to north-east to the 
limits occupied by the tribe of Mootair, who extend to the onat of 
Shakra in the direction of Koit; from thence, towards, the Person 
Gulf, the Beni Khalid tribes extend to the south as far'as Ul-Absa: ; 
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to the south of which district the principal is the refragtory tribe 
of Aiceman, which, however, is not sufficiently powérfal to oppose 
’ the Beni Khalid tribe; to the south-west of Deriah is the Ooteiba 
tribe* which has begn nearly exterminated, and to the west of 
Anizeh the tribes of Hurab and Misroo, which occupy that part 
of the district of Al Hejaj between Rus and Medina. Thus the 
town of Anizeh appears to be the centre of Arabia ine goog 
phical, political, and commercial view. I met several merchants 
from Koveit and Zobeir, who were of the Qotoobee tribe, both at 
Shakra and Anizeh, and we found a supply of Indian rice and 
other articles in the bazars. 





| August 25th.—We marched at 6 a.m., and entering a range of 
red sand hills, we laboured through them till 12-80. In valleys 
formed by these hills we saw the remains of wells and the traces 
of former cultivation , which proves that the peasants ventured to 
detach themselves from the city. Our route was westerly. Here 
we found a supply of rain-water. 


August 26th.—Marched at 5 this morning, and pursuing 
a westerly route we arrived at Rus at 1 ‘p.m. Daily reports 
reached us that the Pacha awaited our arrival at this place, 
and I approached Rus with the anticipation of my labours 
being -brought to a close in the course of a day or two, 
when I might expect to set out for Bussorah on my return to 
India. I had sent messengers to apprise the Minister of my 
arrival, In vain did they search and inquire for the tent of the 
Chaia or of the Pacha. I awaited their return as long as I could bear 
the scorching rays of the sun, which obliged me to push forward in 
the hope of procuring shelter or shade and a little water to satiate 
thirst, which had become oppressive. I entered a confused medley. 
of tents, some belonging to Turks, some to Bedouins of Arabia, 
and others to Bedouins of Barbary, and a few to the Arnaoots. . I 
therefore pitched mine, and added to this heterogeneous assembly 
my suite of Persians , Indians, Portuguese, and Armenians. My 





* The Ooteiba nari and Ootoobee tribe are not one. and the same tribe, as will. - 
appear by the text. 


73 


disappointment was rendered the more painful when I waited on 
the Effendi, wlto had been deputed to officiate after the departure 
of the Pacha, who had set off post for Medina on the day we arrived 
at Anizeh, I found Mahomed Effendi, entitled the Dewan Effen- 
dissi or Chief Secretary of His Exccllency’s court, to be as little 
acquainted with the geography of the very country in which his 
master had been employed in a three years’ war, as a child who 
had never departed from the walls of the city of Cairo. I found, it 
necessary to request an escort, agreeable to the assurance of the 
Kashif, that I might effect my return to Bussorah. To this the 
Effendi replied by assuring me that without orders he could not 
comply with my wish to returr to Bussorah, which would bun most 
hawardous undertaking, to the responsibility of which measure he 
was not inclined to subject himself. The Effendi informed me 
that the route from Medina to Bussorah would be much more 
easily effected, and would require a shorter period. As I would 
not agree in this opinion, he next proposed a journey to Bagdad 
via Syria, which could, as he stated, be accomplished in twenty 
days. I urged him to furnish the escort, and even stated my in- 
tention to procure guards from the tribes, but found-the ignorant 
Turk firm in his determination. I was obliged to desist, and to 
look forward to the Red Sea in place of the Persian Gulf to obtain 
a release. 


This Minister promised, however, to enjoin the Sheikh of the 
Anizeh tribe to forward my letters to Bussorah, for which purpose 
I had found it impossible to procure a special causid ; such is the 
state of Arabia. 


Addressed the following letter :— 


~ To the Right Honourable Sir Evan Nepzan, Bart., 
Governor and President i in Council, Bombay. 


- Rieut Honourable Sir, 


“T have the honour to acquaint the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor in Council that I departed from Ul-Ahsa on 21st July, under 
the protection of the Turkish troops which lately. prea that dis- 

10 RA 
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trict, tho direct route from whence by Saleemiah to the site of 
Doriah is stated to be ten days’ march, and by thistoad the Kashif 
publicly expressed his intention of proceeding. He, however, con- 
ceived it politic to change his route, and on the second day’s march 
directed his course to the north-west to the wells of Remah, at 
which point he expected to be joined by the garrison of Saleemiah.., 
The Kashif was induced to change the direction of his march 
from the probabilities of his party being attacked by the 
Aiceman tribe, or by the tribe of Saadeh, which had cut up the last 
convoy proceeding by thatroute. On arriving at Remah we learn- 
ed that the Pacha had moved from his late camp near the ruins of 
Deriah, but I could not obtain any precise information as to the 
direction he had pursued. The garrison of Saleemiah was not of 
sufficient force to move from the walls of that petty fort, and the 
Kashif was under the necessity of proceeding south to Munfooah, 
where ho halted on 3rd of August. He sent forward half his force 
to enable the Saleemiah party to evacuate their post. 


“ Our detention at Munfooah was prolonged till the 13th of 
August, when the Saleemiah party reached us, and the following 
facts transpired. At Kharjeh, near Saleemiah, four Sheikhs, 
descendants of Sadod, resided, one of them named Abdoollah and 
another Abdool Azeez, names which have heretofore appeared 
conspicuous in the history of the descendants of Wahab. To 
these Sheikhs the Pacha had extended mercy and a promise of. 
future protection ; he had even presented them with kheelats. On 
His Excellency’s determining to abandon this part of Arabia, he 
directed the Chokadar. Bashee of Saleemiah to destroy those 
Sheikhs, but as his party amounted only to fifty men, he did not 
possess the means of openly effecting his master’s orders, and 
resorted to treachery: he invited the Sheikhs to a repast which 
closed with the’ assassination of these four men. A few days; 
subsequent to this event a party of one thousand six hundred 
Bedouins of the Aiceman tribe obliged the Turks to take shelter 
within the walls. From this situation they were released by the 
appearance of the reinforcement. 
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“This transaction has been attended with -very unpleasant 
consequences #s far as relates to my return to Katcef, which point 
I had endeavoured to secure by obtaining from the Beni Khalid 
Sheikhs a written promise to that effect, which is now rendered 
uscless, as the whole country is in arms. Another breach of faith 

‘on the part of the Kashif has placed it out of my power to 
effect my return. On our departure from Ul-Ahsa he solemnly 
promised that the Bedouins of that tribe should be allowed 
to return with their camels, which were to be relieved by an equal 
number furnished by the tribe of Dewys. The Kashif, far from 
fulfilling his engagements, has seizod the camels of the very tri! 
which afforded him the means of quitting Ul-Ahsa, and I can no 
longer look to those men for protection on my return, or depend 
on them for the conveyance of any communication with Kateef, at 
which port the Honourable Company’s Cruizer has been stationed 
for the conveyance of my letters. 


‘* On the march from Munfooah I was enabled to visit and ascer- 
iain the present state of Deriah, which is situated ten miles N.W. 
at the head of a deep ravine formed by very barren mountains. 
The walls which surrounded the town, the forts, and several houses 
have been razed. The Pacha was determined to render this spot a 
wilderness, and previous to his departure caused the date planta- 
tions and gardens to be destroyed. At the present moment thore 
is not a single family inhabiting its ruins ; those who had the good 

fortune to escape from the ravages of war have taken sheltcr prin- 
cipally in the town of Munfooah, which contains about two thou- 
sand families. In this town there are some good houses, on the flat 
roofs of which the Arabs appeared armed, and prepared to oppose 
oyr entry. Tho Pacha had destroyed the walls and boorjees which 
served as.a security for the property of the inhabitants against any 
attacks of the Bedouins. The villageof Riad, separated from the 
former by extensive ruins, has been also deprived of its defences ; 
but the date plantations in the neighbourhood of both have heen 
spared. The scanty harvest of the present year has been 
consumed by the Turks; and in this district there is not a horse 
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to be seen. The Sheikhs of these villages, although placed in 
authority by the Pacha, refused to obey the summons of the 
Kashif to pay him the respect of visiting him in his camp. 

His Excellency’sarmy was eight months occupied in the siege of 
Deriah, since“which period the troops have been busily employed 
in'retaliating on tle Bedouin tribes. The most trifling acts of 
misconduct have served asa pretext for depriving them of their 
flocks. The defences of every village in Nedjd have been destroyed, 
and if the walls of Ul-Ahsa have been spared as being too remotely 
situated, thé Kashif did not show the same respect for the 
private purses of the inhabitants, from whom he extorted twelve 
lakhs of piasters previous to his departure from that district. 
This policy was not resorted to by the Pacha till he had formed 
the intention of abandoning this side of Arabia, when he deter- 
mined on these measures, by which he enriched himself and his 
army, and by laying waste the country to a degree that it has 
never before presented, he expects to reap the advantage of the 
tranquillity of the possession on the western side of Arabia. 


*T lament that I have.to acquaint your Honourable Board that I 
have been dragged a reluctant witness of the devastations of the 
Pacha’s army as far as the ruins, of Rus, from whence His 
Excellency set off express for Medina but two days previous to 
my arrival, leaving an Effendi here to officiate: I have waited on 
this officer to require the fulfilment “of the promises under which 
I consented to depart from Ul-Ahsa, but which has been rendered 
impracticable by the conduct of the Turks themselves, as I have 
already brought to the notice of your Honourable Board. It there- 
fore remained for me to propose the only expedient that now 
offered, namely, a safe guard to protect me to Bussorah, which is 
only twelve marches from Anizeh, and within nine marches I 
should have met with the Montefick Bedouins, with their chief.. 
Captain Taylor kindly arranged a safe return for me to Bussorah. 
Had this proposal appeared to me as impossible, I should not have 
urged the request, the denial of which will oblige me to proceed . 
‘to any port in the Red Sea from whence I may possibly find a 
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conveyance to India, without there remaining for me a possibility 
of effecting the object of the mission on which I have been 
deputed. : ei oe 

“ [have the honour to be, &c. 


© Rus, 26th August 1819.” 


August 27th.—A few of the Bedouins wif were the rightful 
owners of the camels which had conveyed us from Ul-Alsa to 
Rus being now on their return, I engaged some of them to convoy 
my letters to Kateef and Ul-Ahsa. 


August 28th.—Marched at 5-30 a.m. over a ‘gravelly barr en 
plain, skirted to the west by a range of rockyhills; passed some 
hamlets which had been inhabited at the Pacha’s advance, but 
now deserted; halted at 10-45 at the wells of Mutta, which are 
still marked by a walled enclosure, giving shelter to a few families 
who cultivate the grounds close to the wells. Our route 8.S8.W. 


August 29th.—Marched at 5. The morning air very cold; 
crossed a second gravelly plain very barren ; halted at 10-45 a.m. 
at the wells called Uddas. We had here a view of barren moulder- 
ing hills detached from each other and scattered in every direc- 
tion over this widely extended plain. Our route was W. by S. 


August 30th.—Marched at 4-80 a.m. Continued our route over 
the same plain till 12, when we entered a valley which led us into 
the range of hills which rif north and south. We ascended gradu- 
ally, our hungry camels feeding as they passed on the coarse grass 
which abounded in this valley. We descended into a hollow on the 
other side this range, where we found some wells. This spot is 
called Jirzaweah. It was 3-30 P.M. when we halted. These rocky 
hills are very bare, but appear to be a principal range, although of 
no considerable elevation. Our route was west. 


August 31st.—We were disturbed at 1 o’clock this morning ; 
loaded our cattle and unloaded them; the Turks always in con- 
fusion, and without arrangement } they never plan any movement. 
We lay down till 4-80; marched over a very extensive plain of fine 
gravel etrewed with the usual bushes, and bounded by detached 
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rocky hills to the south ; at 10 enfered a range of red sand hills; 
In the hollows were the marks of pools of rain-water. At 1-30 
emerged from those hills, and halted in a plain which had been 
lately inundated. This spot is called Wadee-ul-Meeah. Our 
route was west. In the winter this plain remains constantly under 
water. The regular stagois to the wells of Bajeer, which bear 
W.S.W. 


September 1st.—We marched this morning at 5, crossed a very 
extensive gravelly: plain ; proceeding west we entered a sandy run 
through whichttieg svinter torrents reach these plains. We expected 
to have found the water brackish, and had loaded every camel 
with water. On halting at 8-30 p.m. we found an abundance of 
fresh water by digging wells. This is to be ascribed to the 
unusual fall of rain at this season. This spot is called Mushash 
Batin-ul-Aoormeh. | 


September 2nd.—We marched at 4-30 a.M. and crossed the 
western part of this plain, which is sandy, but tolerably firm 
and level. Jubul Maweeah bore W. by N.; it is discernable at a 
great distance, the plain being a flat. We moved round the 
north end, and halted to the west of the mountam at 1 p.m. 
This place is rendered memorable, as here Abdoolah first opposed 
the advance of Ibrahim, having a force of ten thousand men on 
dromedaries, which was soon routed by a few hundred horse 
under the command of Aoozoon Alee. The valley is still strewed 
with the bleached skeletons of Wahabees. 


September 3rd.—Marched at 4-30 this morning over a broken 
hilly country ; proceeding west we entered a valley from which a 
torrent of winter rain passes to south-east ; here we found wells, 
at 11-30 watered. This being completed we continued a westerly 
route through a plain interpersed with rocky-hills, but unattached 
to each other ; these hills were of bare rock. At12 at night we 
came to the principal range, which appears to run north-west and 
south-east, and passed through the Derah of Humeej; here we 
expected to find water, but being disappointed, the advance of 
our party proceeded, and we became separated. I proceeded 
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with the advance, and we continued to move on slowly till 10 a.m. 
of 4th, when we reached Heneekah ; herc we found a Turkish 
post under the command of a man denominated Ujum Oglan 
(the man of Persia). He proved to be a hospitable so&lier and a 
native of Tebreeze ; he treated me with much attention, produced 
the best of everything he had in store, spread his carpet, took 
care of my horse, and having refreshed me with bread, coffee, and 
pillow, he prepared a place for me to sleep. At 3 p.m. the rear 
party and the baggage arrived, and continued to creep into 
camp till 7 a.m. of 5th, - 


Heneckah has been a station for a detachment to cover Medina. 
and check the Bedouins of Nedjd, which is here separated fro 
the Hejaj. The supply of water is plentiful and forago abundant. 
Here is a small mud enclosure with four bourjees, in which are four 
small guns. The detachment was reinforced from our party to 
two hundred men. ‘ The nulla which waters the plain is con- 
fined by a wall of stone rudely constructed. It, however, 
answers the double purpose of proventin g the winter torrents 
from suddenly overflowing the flats (which are generally cul- 
tivated every year, and afford the chief supply to Medina), 
and also retains the water for several months, which, witha’ the 
additions of wells, enables the cultivators to procure a plentiful 
crop. 


September 5th.—We marched this evening and proceeded at 
first south-west across the bed of the nulla and a plain covered 
with loose stones ; we then entered a gravelly, barren plain, 
bounded by rocky hills. Theruns descending from these fertilize 
a few spots in the plain. These were generally sandy, strewed 
with bushes and grass tufts and some bauble bushes. We entered 
a Derah between the hills, and descended into a deep rocky ravine 
in which is a plentiful supply of water; here are also the remains of 
walls to support the banks. The hills surrounding this ravine are 
high, rocky, and barren ; in its bed are several large bauble trees 
ofthe brab species ; these differ in having several branches ; the leaf 
resembles the brab, and the fruit appears to be of that species ; the 
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tree is called Down,* and the frtit, which partakes of the flavour 
of ginger-bread, is called Bhash. It: was midnight when we 
reached this spot; we performd a good march, the air was cool, 
and the mo@n shone bright ; my compass was unfortunately ren- 
dered useless by the constant jolting. | 


September 6th.—-Marched from the ravine at 8 P.M., and pro- 
ceeding over a rocky mountain road, we entered a valley which 
is Sandy, and affords some forage; this terminates in the plain 
reaching to Medina. This plain to a considerable extent is covered 
with loose stones, is extremely barren, and presents a most sterile 
aspect. We halted at 8 in the morning of the 7th, at a spot which 
was supposed by our guides to be the regular halt. However at 
daylight we found we had fallen short of the mark, and reloaded, 
as I supposed, to proceed to Medina. An order from the Pacha 
directed the whole should halt till noon, when the detachment 
was to proceed to Medina. 


Christians not being permitted to enter the city of Medina, His 
Excellency directed his Peshkur Aghasee to conduct me to Bir 
Alee, which is to the west of Medina. There His Excellency’s 
harem and family were encamped. We proceeded by a cir- 
cuitows route, avoiding the city ; the Peshkur Aghasee offered to 
conduct me by the direct route near the city. He, however, 
remarked that I might feel displeased should any zealots or 
devotees meet us, as they would not fail to offer remarks which it 
would be difficult to silence so near the holy city, where the Turks 
are obliged to deport themselves with deference towards the 
priests of the shrine and the Moolahs. This was the first instance 
since my arrival among the Turkish soldiery that I had heard the 
subject‘of religion introduced. | | 
’ The dress of an European passed unnoticed, and the soldiery had 
throughout this long and fatiguing march invariably conducted 


themselves in a very respectful manner towards me. I felt a 
strong inclination to visit the city or to obtain a good. view, but: 
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prudence forbade me:to.expose myself to insult. I had now en- 
tered the land of Mahomedan superstition and fanaticism. I there-: 
fore requested . the Agha, as he had been deputed as my guide, . 
to lead the way and I should follow him. We proceeded by a road 
to the north of the city, and rounding. a lofty rocky mountain,* 
passed the ruins of the village of Birkas, which once contained 
two hundred houses, It at present gives shelter to about sixty 
inhabita#its. In the plain there is an abundance of pasture, and 
a stream of good water.and several wells. We then crossod a 
stream of bitter water, which passes through the city, and proceed- 
ed to Biralee, through a valley in which is the bed of au extonsive 
torrent which is supplied in the winter from the mounteins,* I 
arrived at 9 P.M. very much fatigued. His Excellency’s Hukeem 
Bashee, Doctor Antonio Scott, an Italian gentleman who has the 
medical charge of the Pacha’s family, had prepared a Turkish 
supper, which at this late’hour, and in the absenco of all other 
immediate refreshment, proved acceptable. 

Just as we had entered the valley leading to this spot my 
horse, unable to bear my weight any longer, fell under me; the 
animal was so fatigued that he wis totally unequal to the exer- 
tion of 1eaching the tents, the lights in which wero then visible. 
I was obliged to strip off the saddle and mount a camel which 
was nearly as much jaded as the horse. Wo had been thirty 
hours on the march, during which we had watered only onco. 

September 8th.—The Pacha arrived at 9 o’clock this. evening, 
and alighted at the tent of the Hukeem Basheo, His Excellency 
not having any other personal accommodation than the tents of 
his harem prepared at Biraleo, His retinuo was not numerous, 
but in general richly clothed and. armcd. He deputed the 
doctor to request that I would pay him a visit without entering 
on ceremony or business, which would be deferred till a more 
suitable hour on the morrow. I therefore complied and was receiv- 
ed courteously. Coffee and pipes were then introduced. The cup 





* Probably the mountain of Ohod, mentioned in the third chapi : “ a th 
" Koran, rendered memorable by the defeat of Mahomed’sarmy. 
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presented to His Excellency waa placed in « serfinjen set with 
diamonds ; those presented to other folks were held in under- 
cups intended to pass for silver. 


His Excellency entered into along spology on the subject of 
the march and inconveniences which I must have suffered, 
stating that my return from Rus or Anizeh would not have met 
with his approbation as the route was not safe, that very urgent 
business had obliged him to set off from Rus, but that these delays 
and disappointments were unavoidable. 


I replied to His Excellency that I had been particularly de- 
sirous to reach his camp at Deriah, as it would have afforded me 
an opportunity to offer to His Excellency the congratulations of the 
Most Noble the Governor General on the very spot where the 
arms of the Ottoman Empire, under the command and guidance 
of His Excelloncy, had obtained sosignala victory. His Excellency 
appeared highly gratified when informed that the news of his vic- 
tory had reached so far as Calcutta, and that the result had been 
80 fully appreciated. He said ho was very desirous to be known 
personally to the English authorities in India, with whom his father 
had always been on the most friondly terms; that his father had 
at all times coincided in every request of the British, and was par- 
ticularly desirous an all occasions to evince his inclinations to es- 
tablish a permanent friendship with the English in preference to 
all other European nations. The Pacha entered into a long 
inquiry about India, the extent and riches of the country, the 
number of troops, and cities, ships of war, d&c., and appeared 
very desirous to obtain a general view of the whole during the one 
interview. 

This visit was protracted till 12 o’clock ; coffee had been so 
often introduced and pipes so frequently refreshed, that I feared 
it would mot have been brought to a close ere morning. The 
Pacha during the visit appeared to wish:to impress on my thind 
the idea of is being avery affable soldier. He presented me with 
& pingh of enuff from a very beautiful diamond sauff-hox, and 
on retiring said thas as his stay at Biraleo coukd only be pro- 
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longed: till the: following afteynoon, he would be happy to confer 
with ‘meat my*tent 3 in: ‘the eee His. ee — ie 
to his harem. 2 


On the morning of 9th His’ ‘ieee walked over from: his 
harem, bearing his eldést son Osnian Bey in his arms ; his daugh- 
ter Fatizna’ was borne in the arms of an officer of his retinue,’ I 
met His’ Excellency at the entrance of the tent, and conducted 
him to a chair; on the right and left of which two chairs were 
placed, the one for the accommodation of the Hukeem Bashee, 
who is entitled to sit in the presence of the Pacha. His Excellency 
renewed the conversations of the foregoing evening, and I availed 
myself of an early opportunity to present to His Excelle: a 
the despatches of the Most Noble the Governor General and 
the Right Honourable the Governor in Council of Bombay, 
both of which His Excellency. appeared to peruse. His Excel- 
lency, addressing himself to me, romarked that ,heretoforo 
he had been only known to that Government through the medium 
of the friendly correspondence which had existed between his 
father and the British authorities in India. I replied that the pre- 
sent communication was the foundation of a personal and more 
permanent friendship which I hoped would be continued without 
any interruption. I then presented to His Kgcelloncy the sword 
which had been entrusted to my charge for that purpose. His 
Excellency appeared highly gratified. He examined the workman- 
ship of:the scabbard with attention, and on drawing the blade he 
declared it to be one of the most elegant swords he had seen, 
availing himself of this: opportunity to compliment the Governor 
General on the taste displayed im the selection of this favour, . 

Afier a short complimentary conversation His Excellency“ 
directed the attendants to withdraw, and a second time perused 
the letters: which I had the honoug to present. “He entered into. 

slong detail..ef the transactions at Deriah, the destruction of 
which city. had- , originated: in orders from Constantinople... He 
expressed: his tegret: that-he:had not: been acquainted: wi 4 dl 
plans: or yiews:of the Governor General at an-edrlice period: His 
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Excellency inquired very particularly whether any communication 
had taken place between the higher authorities on this subject. . I 
could only reply that I had not been informed whether any such 
communications had taken place or not.. The Pacha stated that 
he did not consider himself at liberty to frame a reply on a 
subject of such importance without referring to his father, 
whose orders would enable him to offer a suitable reply to the 
despatches which had been presented. 


Ast felt an anxiety to avoid any further detention, I expressed 

to His Excellency my desiro to return to Bombay with all possible 
expedition, and as tho port of Jeddah promised the most probable 
chance of procuring a vessel, I requested His Excellency to re- 
consider the subject of the despatches, and if possible to avoid 
the delay which must ensue from referring the subject to His 
Highness the Viceroy of Egypt, to whom, although the refer- 
ence might prove very flattering, nevertheless, excepting that 
some very peculiar advantage was expected to be derived from 
the reference, I entreated His Excellency not to prolong the 
period of my detention, but to form his reply and permit me 
to accompany him on the route towards Mecca and thence to 
Jeddah, from whence I could forward copies of the communications 
to Mr, Salt, who would lay them before the Pacha, and explain 
the motives which induced me to request a reply without awaiting 
His Highness’s counsel. 


His Excellency declined framing any reply, stating that he 
did not conceive that he possessed that privilege ; that he would 
feel happy in forwarding my views at Jeddah, where I might await 
a return from the Hej, by which period the reply from Cairo 
'would arrive, and the wholo affair would then be brought. to a 
happy conclusion. His Excellency requested me to address a 
letter to Mz. Salt detailing the nature of. the communications I 
was authorized to make, and which I had ee one to 
himself, . | | 


The’ Pacha then informed me that the policy of this nines 
had been directed by his father under the orders ‘of the Porte 5 
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that he himself had: been entirely ignorant of the extent or ulti- 
mate. views which had induced the Ottoman court to set: on 
foot the expedition... His orders had limited his operations to 
Deriah, after the fall of which place he awaited the further in- 
structions of his father. During this delay he had pushed a post 
as far as Ul-Ahsa and Katee§ to procure supplies, his army 
being in the greatest distress, and that at that period a friendly 
intercourse with tho British would have been of the first import- 
ance. With their assistance tho removal of a part of his force 
might have been easily arranged; the principal difficulty which 
ogsposed these plans was the removal of artillery, which by the 
presence of a naval equipment would have been obviated. 


His Excellency informed me that the Imam of Muscat had. write 
ten a letter to His Excellency offering to employ his vessels against 
the Joassmees whenever the Pacha would point out a favourable 
opportunity; that on the fall of Deriah, and tho advance of the 
Turks to Ul-Ahsa, His Excellency had writton two letters to the 
Imam, but as no measures had been adopted by the Imam for 
furthering these plans, the Pacha had abandoned the intention. 


I conccived it my duty to acquaint His Exccllency that tho 
amicable and cordial intercourse and correspondence which had 
hitherto oxisted between the Imam of Muscat and the British 
Government, induced the Government of Bombay to place the 
fullest reliance in the éxertions of the Imam to promote the views 
of Government in the intended expedition, and that the Imam 
had pledged himself to me to that effect. This consultation led 
to the following conclusion. 


From the result of a reference to His Highness the Viceroy of 
Egypt little more could be expected than a complimentary reply, 
expressive of his consideration of the favour conferred on his son, 
and the light in which the result of: the war against:the Wahabeo‘ 
power has been viewed by the British authorites in India, which, 
in the event of any future operations in which the interests of the 
two:powers may be combined, would probably lead to a otggbi: 
tion of the ‘resources of the. two Governments, and . more. fully 
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prove to His Highness the intentions of the British . Government 
in India to cement the anvarying friendship and. Somers which 
His Highness has hitherto manifested. 


‘His Excellency «Ibrahim Pacha appears. highly gratified by 
the complimentary congratulations ofthe British Government, 
and the appropriate favour whichehas been conferred by the Most 
Noble the Governor General. Tho present communication will 
no doubt influence His Excellency in any fature intercourse which 
may occur between His Excellency and any of the constituted 
authorities of the British Government, and may possibly be 
productive of mutual satisfaction. 


- The object of the mission relative to.a joint Soper against 
Ras-ul-Khima has proved impracticable from ciroymstances which 
could not have been foreseen. The advanced season of the year 
now precludes .a remedy being applied, or measures being adopt- 
ed which would in any wise aid the undortaking. 


In consideration of the foregoing conclusions I am induced to 
gratify His Excellency by awaiting the result of the reference to 
His Highness, and to address a letter to Mr. Salt explaming the 
communications which have taken. place, and requesting him to 
use his influence to expedite my departure for India. 


The deliberations having been concluded, His Excellency 
expressed. a wish that breakfast should bgyprepared, in which he 
was shortly gratified. The etiquette of a Turkish breakfast 
requires that each dish should be produced in rotation, and that 
each guest should eat out of the one dish at the same period, 
using only a wooden spoon. Breakfast being announced, His 
Excellency took his. seat at the head of the table, and did not 
appear embarrassed. He used his ‘spoon, fork, and knife very 
dexterously, and made a hearty breakfast. Thea. only paxt. of. an 
English breakfast which he did-not | appear to relish waa. tea, and 
this he could notuse. A bowl of sherbet was. therefore introduced, 
as a substitute, after which coffee and pipes. closed the scene, and 
His Excellency : remained till 11 gonversing on different subjects. | 


The Persian attendants tized! ed. hia attention, and. this Jed toa 
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long conversation on the subject of the late connection between 
the British Government and the King of Kings of whom His Hx- 
cellency did not appear to entertain s favourable opmion. At 11 
His Exeellency returned to his harem to repose till the afternoon, 
when he set off for Medina. 

September 10th.His Excellency having araumnieeisa to me 


his intention of despatching a couricr to Cairo, I availed myself 
of this opportunity to address the following letter :— 


To Henry Satt, Esq., F.R.S., 
Her Majesty’s Consul General, &c., Egypt. 


 Srr,—I have the honour to transmit a letter from the Ub‘ef 
Secretary cf the Government of Bombay to your address, and to 
annex copied of tho despatches addressed by the Most N..blo the 
Governor General and the Right Honourable the Governor in 
Council of the Presidency of Bombay to His Excellency Thrahim 
Pacha, commanding the Turkish army in Arabia. From the 
perusal of these despatches you will be informed of the ground on 
which the British authorities were induced to address His 
Excellency, and of the object of the mission on which I havo 
been deputed. 


‘« T arrived at Katcef on 16th Juno in ono of tho H. C. C., and 
from thence reached Ul-Ahsa after a painful journcy. I had the 
mortification to find that the political views of the Pacha present- 
ed a prospect the very opposite of the expectations which had been 
formed from the reports which had lately reached the British 
authorities in India, and that His Excellency’s departure from 
Arabia was mbt far distant. Considering the grounds on which 
the Most Noble the Goverrior General had addressed himself direct 
to Ibrahim Pacha, and that it would probably afford His High- 
ness Mahomed Ali Pacha much satisfaction to learn that the 
result of the late enterprise had been so fully appreciated, I con- 
ceived it my duty to undertake a journey to His Excellency’s camp, 
which I was asapred would not exceed ten or twelve days. 

“‘ Many unexpected and unlucky incidents prolonged our ‘arch, 
and His Excellency’s early departure on his ronte for Medina 
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obliged me to accompany the Turkish detachment to Rus, from 
whence His Excellency had set off express for Medina the day 
previous to my arrival. I endeavoured to effect my return to 
Bussorah, but the state of Arabia at the present moment rendered 
such a journey impracticable without an escort, and this the Turkish 
officers were not at liberty to grant without an order from His 
Excellency. There remaincd for me no other alternative than that 
of proceeding to Mcdina, where I arrived on tho 7th instant, having 
performed a most laborious journey during the most unfavourable 
season of the yearthrough a desert country, which is now rendered - 
a wasto by the destruction and devastations of war. 


“His Excelloncy deputed an officer, Mahomed Agha, Peshkur 
Aghasco, to conduct me to Bir Alec, three miles 4&istant from the 
city, at which place His Excellency’s family is encamped, and 
whore my residence has been honoured by tho presence of His 
Excellency. Dire nocessity had certainly driven me to Medina, 
and although it was very evident that one object of the mission on 
which I have been depnted could not be effected, I considered it 
my duty to present to His Excellency the despatches which had 
been confided to my charge, as also the sword intended for His 
Excellency, who reccived it with the highest degreo of satisfaction. 
These pledges of the sincerity which actuates tho British autho- 
rities in India in their desires to cemont the unvarying friendship 
and good-will towards the British Government, which His 
Highness the Viceroy of Egypt has cvinced his inclinations to 
foster and strengthen, and which feclings I trust will actuate His 
Excellency Ibrahim Pacha in any future intercouxygo with the 
constituted authorities of the British Government, which no 
doubt would be productive of much mutual satisfaction. These 
motives and expectations will, I trust, be considered perfectly 


consonant with the addross of the Noble Marquis to His Excel- 
dency Ibrahim Pacha. 


* His Excellency expressed the deepest regret, at the altered 
state of affairs, and the delay which had occurred to frustrate 
the inclinations which actuate him if his desires to meet the 
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wishes of the Most Noble the Governor General, in whose views 

he would havd been most happy to have coincided at an earlier , 
period had he been acquainted with the intention of the British 

authorities in India, and expressed his desire to communicate the 

subject to His Highness the Viceroy of Egypt, as he considered 

it a matter of such importance as to reqpire a reference, on 

the supposition that possibly some communication may have 

taken place between the Governor General and the Viceroy of 
Egypt, with which His Excellency is unacquainted. I therefore 

availed myself of the intention of His Excellency to despatch a 

courier to Cairo, and to lay before you the general outline ce! the 

communications which have éaken place. 


“ His Excellency Ibrahim Pacha was very desirous to ascertain 
the extent of the assurances which I was instructed to convey in 
the event of a cooperation of the two forces, and the certain result 
of sucha measure. | therefore communicated in general terms the 
purport of my instructions on that head, with a further assurance 
that it was the intention of Government to open a most friendly 
and cordial intercourse with His Excellency had the measures 
been accomplished, the anticipation of which led to the present 
coromunication. 

‘‘ The subject being now referred to His Highness the Viceroy 
of Egypt, without instructions from whom Ibrahim Pacha appears 
very averse to offer any reply to the letter of the Governor Gene- 
ral, I entreat you, as a constituted authority of Government, to 
offer to His Highness’s consideration the grounds on which the 
Governor Geveral’s letter was personally addressed to His Excel- 
lency Ibrahim Pacha, and the result which would have arisen from 
a cooperation of the British armament, which must have tended 
to the establishment and security of the Government of the Pacha, 
had His Highness’s views or intentions been directed to the 
possession of Arabia, or to the reduction of the only associated” 
tribe of the allies of the Wahabee power which now remains to be 
subdued. | 


“T trust that His Highness’s inatractions on the subject, which 
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I have entreated you to explain, will enable His Excellency Ibre- | 
hint Pacha to form a suitable reply to the despatch of the Most 
Noble the Governor General; and that my detention at Yamboo, 
the place now assigned for my residence till the return of His 
Excellency from tite pilgrimage, will not be unnecessarily pro- 
longed. 


“Since my arrival at Medina I have not had the good fortune to 
obtain any information from which I could form an opinion of the: 
policy which His Excellency Khulcel Pacha has been directed to 
pursue in the event of his obtaining possession of the capital of 
Senna. " “You are of course aware that there is not at present an 
Agent or Resident at Mocha, and coffsequently that the Govern- 
ment of Bombay cannot be informed of tho altemations which are 
likely to take place with regard to the port of Mocha. As I shall 
probably touch at Mocha on my return, I shall feel particularly 
obliged by any information you may impart to me on this subject, 
which will no doubt essentially aid and assist me by directing my 
inquiries to the principal sources from whence possibly a correct 
ypinion may be formed. 7 = 

. “T have the honour to bo, &c. 

“ Bir Alee, near Medina, 10th Scptember 1819.” 


September 11th.—This afternoon a very unfortunate event took 
place. A convoy on its route from Yamboo to Medina arrived 
within threo miles of Bir Alee; one of the principal officers with 
the convoy, the son of the Chaia, being desirous to’reach Medina 
as early as possible, separated from the guard and pushed on in 
advance, attended by five horsemen. Ata narrow pass in the 
mountains they were attacked by a party of the banditti which 
infest these mountains. The Chaia’s son was wounded severely 
through the knee, and one horseman shot through the breast; 
the other horsemen escaped and arrived at Bir Alec, stating that 
“they had left the two men dead. The party which was ordered 
out to bring in the bodies of the two persons supposed to have 
been killed, found them in a misérable situation ; they have been 
since removed into our camp. The indifferenco of the Turkish 
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soldiery to the misfortunes of their comrades is fully elucidated | 
by this conduat ; they generally abandon to their fate those whom ' 
they imagine to be beyond recovery. 


September 13th.—Mahomed Effendi (Mohurdar), brother to the 
wounded officer, arrived from Medina to visit his, brother, and 
with instructions to alter the arrangement of our march. ‘There 
not being a sufficient number of troops to form a guard, my desti- 
nation has been altered to Yamboo, whither the harem is to 
protecd to be embarked for Suez. His Excellency’s stud i is also to 
accompany. It consists of three hundred mares and horses, the 
choicest breeds of Arabia, which His Excellency has collected from 
the different tribes of those@istricts which he visited, w'o scarenly 
retain eithcr harse or mare to propagate the species ; those purts 
of Arabia will therefore for many years remain destitute of good 
horses, which will now be transferred in a great measure to 
Egypt, whither His Excellency has heretofore despatched a great 
number, independent of the number carried out of Arabia by 
the soldiery, 


‘¥f any of the Arabs in the neighbourhood of our route had still in 
their possession 8 horse of good caste, the owner would not ven- 
ture to bring the animgl into our camp to offer it for sale, as he 
might expect that his horse would. be seized,-and then he must 
return on foot to his camp to be laughed at.. The plan usually 
| adopted in the purchase of horses is worthy of notice. If the pur- 
chaser sees a horse to his purpose he applies to the owner, who 
permits him to examine the animal, and in some instances where 
‘the horse is known to be of a particular breed, a regular register 
of his pedigree is produced ; the purchaser then proposes the price, 
and names the sum; this is invariably replied to on the part of 
the: owner. by the monosyllable La (the negative Particle), on 
wich the offer is increased, and so on till the avarice of the 
Bedouin is satisfied. There is something peculiarly original in 
this:method of bargaining ; ; the owner never exposes his expecta- 
tions, or the value he sets on his goods till he has obtained a 
knowledge.of. the wanta of the purchaser, and-‘the utmost: price 
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which he can afford to give. These bargains generally occur with 
travellers or strangers. The barter which takesplace between 
the Bedouins must needs be very circumscribed. The custom of 
fixing the value by proposing a certain number of camels as an 
equivalent i is still very common. 


The Damascus caravan of pilgrims on their route to Mecca 
reached Medina this morning. The Pacha of Shaam, Saleh Pacha 
(of three tails), is charged with the protection of the Hajees and 
the new covering for the Caaba. Ibrahim Pacha, who is also of 
the three tailed dignity, is charged with the safety of the caravan 
from hence to Mecca, he being Pacha of Jeddah and the holy 
land of Mahomed. I was anxious t@ form some estimate of the 
number of pilgrims who have arrived under the protection of the 
Pacha of Shaam, and to witness their approach to the holy city, 
but this could not be accomplished. The Pacha had in his 
retinue some pieces of cannon, for the purpose of firing 
salutes on certain occasions: a discharge of the cannon 
announced his arrival. I learned from the Turks who returned 
this evening from the city, as well as from my own servants 
who had been there for the purpose of visiting the shrine of 
the prophet, that the number of pilgrims 1 ig by no means consider- 
able, and falls very short of the account which I ‘had previously 
heard ; it is stated that a great number perished last year on their 

return from the deficiency of water ; this is assigned as the reason 

for the number this year not exceeding five hundred. The pilgrims 

who compose this caravan are those of Constantinople, Turkey 

in Asia, Damascus, &c. From such extensive and populous re- 

gions one would have expected to have seen a greater number of 

devotees. The Grand Seignor has directed all the reservoirs and 

wells in this route to be repaired and réestablished, and which 

order has been this year in part executed. I did not hear that . 
any persons had perished on the march, 


Of the city of Medina I can afford but an eal tials 
.tion. Infidels are not permitted to enter this hallowed spot, and 
I obtained but a very imperfect view of the sacred-city, which 
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is situated in a hollow amidst the most barren rocky mountains. 
The walls and bastions are built with stone and lime, and the ° 
minarets are all plastered and whitewashed, which in this 
dreary situation renders them very conspicuous, There are three 
gates, the one, the gate of Damascus, which is rather a citadel than 
agate. On this fort there are several pieces of cannon mounted, 
and here the green flag is displayed on Fridays. The two other 
gates are those of Juman, and Misser or Egypt. Over each there 
are holes for three pieces of cannon. On these gates the red flag 
is exhibited on festivals. Within the city is an extensive garden 
in which there are dates, pomegranates, vines, &c., and a few 
vegetables. The fruits ang good, and indeed the veget:hles, 
particularly the bamia. The city is watered by a stream called 
Aiecoon Zarkeh ; the water is esteemed good; there are also 
several wells. Independent of the tomb of the prophet, there are 
four others, sacred to Fatima, Omar, Aboobekar, and Ali. In the 
city there are also two mosques. There is one cady, and there 
are two mooftees, the one of the Hanifeite, and the other of the 
Shafeite sect, to expound the laws and doctrines. There are 
thirty colleges, or rather schools, for the education of youth. 
This year the sum expended by order of the Grand Seignor 
amounted to six hundred purses. This is said to have been 
laid out in the repairs of the tombs, mosques, and other 
sacred buildings. If the account rendered can be depended 
on, these must have been so frequently repaired and renewed 
that there can now scarcely remain anything of antiquity, if we ex- 
cept the actual tomb of the prophet, which probably has remained 
untduched, All the inhabitants of Medina subsist on the donations 
which are annually sent by different persons who wish to have 
prayers offered up in their names. The Hajees also make suit- 
able bequests. The Grand Seignor annually sends a large sum ; 
‘in’ fact the Mahomedan world contributes to the support of these 
lazy, idle beggars, who, as they are rich, conceive they have a 
right to be amogant, and to treat even their benefactors with 
contemptand disdain. In their houses they are said to fare: sump- 
‘taously, although they are proverbial for their avarice; © Pro- 
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vidence has been bountiful towards this city in supplying it most 
abundantly with water; still a stranger is obliged to purchase 
every drink he may require, and to pay liberally at every shrine 
at which he offers up his prayers. The sums collected are di- 
vided in certain ratios after the arrival of the Hajees, The inha- 
bitants of Medina pay no taxes. A correct account has been 
lately taken of the number of habitations, which amounted to six 
thousand ; of this number one-half are in ruins. The population 
amounts to eight thousand souls. 


To the north of Medina is an extensive date plantation. and 
gardens which contain many inhabitants. 


To the west is Bir Alee, now in ruins. There are several vil- 
lages and date plantations in this valley, which extends into the 
mountains to the south-west. 


The preparations for our march tke been completed, it was de- 
termined that we should depart on the 15th; the ladies to pre- 
cede the column, conveyed in their tukth-rewans, which are'a very 
clumsy, uncomfortable description of carriage, constructed with two 
long poles or beams placed parallel, in the centre of which a plat- 
form is fixed ; over this a canopy is constructed, covered with cloth, 
and impenotrable to either vision or air. This machine is car- 
ried by two camels, tho one placed in advance and the other 
in rear, whose head is generally poked under the body of the 
carriage to enable the brute to see his road; the ends of the 
poles are slung over the saddles of the camels. 


These conveyances have been used to very great advantage 
for the conveyance of howitzers used on beds as mortars, and 
of other things which had not in themselves the means of trans- 
port on proper wheeled carriages; dispensing with the raised 
canopy, the howitzer was placed on the platform, and the camels 
tackled as above. 


This, however, would. not answer cae the common panel of 
Arabia, the animal being altogether too. slight for so Jaborions an 
undertaking. The cameéls of Arabia are extremely fine apizvals 
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for the conveyance of. backloads, provided they are not over-bur- 
thened ; they ‘vill out-march those of Egypt, being slighter and 
mere active; they also can exist on the bushes which you find in 
the desert on each day’s march, but this is not the case with the 
Egyptian camel, which is a very large, heavy animal, requiring o 
large portion of corn and forage, and incapable of moving at-a 
quick pace. 


Our escort consisted of some horsemen who were on their return 
to Egypt, and the remains of the Mugrabeen Bedouins proceeding 
to their homes ; these latter receive no pay, and subsist by plunder. 
They drove with them the fruits of their labour, consisti.¢ of 
camels and horses of all ages and sizes, together with women, 
children, and slaves whom they had seized in the different sorties 
and pillages. 


The Mugrabeens appeared very much discontented with the 
manner in which the Pacha had dismissed them after so arduous 
@ campaign, in which they bore a great part of ‘the fatigues, par- 
ticularly in guarding convoys. His Excellency did not bestow a 
single dollar as bucksish on those unfortunate men who had 
followed his fortunes from the shores of the Mediterranean to 
the shores of the Persian Gulf. These men were particularly well 
adapted to this service, being themselves Bedouins and reared up 
in exactly the same habits as those of Arabia; they were equal 
to any fatigue, and could exist on any nourishment, either weeds, 
herbs, milk, or animals, that chance might throw in their way. 
They are generally more robust than the Bedouins of Arabia, and 
are said fo be more courageous, but this I am inclined to 
attribute to their being better armed, and of course better 
acquainted with their use. Each man is mounted on an Arab 
horse, the appearance of which is certainly miserable, but 
as itis a blood animal, its performance exceeds the expectations 
which one would form on first sight. They generally ride on a 
camel, and lead their horse ready saddled; their muskets are 
very long, and the bayonet is a fixture ; the butt of the niviket 
is formed like that-of a match-lock; the lock is , however, the 
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same as that in use among the French, and the whole piece I 
imagine is either of French or German manufacthre. Many of 
them have pistols and sabres also, but the musket is the arm 
which they appear to place most dependence on. They form 
in troops or teeps,*and charge at full speed; they discharge 
their muskets, and, setting up a yell, dash on with their firelock, 
which they carry back-handed over their heads, both hands 
being employed with the musket; the horse is impelled forward 
by the ‘constant application of the shovel stirrup. No doubt 
a charge of this kind would prove very destructive against a body 
of camel cavalry, which, feeling the severity: of one attack, 
would not be inclined to stand a second on such unequal terms, 
and thence might arise the idea of the Bedouin of Barbary 
being a much braver man than the Bedouin of Arabia. 


September 15th.—Marched from Bir Alee at 7 a.m., our route 
westerly through the mountains. About two miles from Bir Alee 
we came to the spot at which the two Turks had been wounded 
a few days previously. Two mountains of very difficult ascent 
command this pass within pistol-shot. Here the Bedouins had 
been posted awaiting the arrival of any solitary traveller who 
might chance to pass, and whom they might be capable to over- 
power. Continuing our route through the valleys, as we advanced 
we found bushes of bauble more abundant, and the rocky moun- 
tains of a more considerable elevation. We arrived at 5 P.M. at 
a spot which was marked by a small white tower on the top of a 
mountain to the west, at the foot of which we found a deep well 
of good water. We encamped in an amphitheatre, which was 
thickly stocked with bauble trees and bushes. 


September 16th.—Marched at 5 a.m. ; continued our route through 
the mountains in the same valley. These mountains are high, 
rocky, and barren; in the valley are several bushes, the road 
gravelly and good; the mountains to the south-east impassable. 
We halted at 12 ata solitary well which afforded but a scanty 
supply of water, the demand for which became very pressing 
before evening. | as i rer ee - 


OF 


September 17th.—Marched at:4.4.m., and continued our route. 
through the vafleys.as yesterday ; we reached Jodeidgh at 12. It is: 
a miserable village of huts built of stone; one part of the village. 
is built up against the side-of the mountain,. but the lower. ‘Nillage,. 
which has several date gardens, lies in the hollows” The. water 
here ‘is good, but the water-melons, cucumbers, &c., which we. 
procured, were not good. The sun does not shine on this valley: 
more than three hours a day, which renders it a very unhealthy spot. 
The tribes which reside in these mountains, ;and who retain. this 
pass, aro the Misroo and Mimoon. They have made paths along’ 
the tops of the mountains where they can assemble a large force, 
and the entrance to their valley was once strongly defended; they 
are all armed with pistols, fuzils, &c. On the advance of ‘Toman 
Pacha they defended their valley so resolutely that he did not 
effect his passage without the loss of many men. We proceeded 
on to the village of Humrah, which we reached at 12 rar., and 
here found a tolerable supply of water, which was soon sipped up 
by the camels, which had not been watered since we set out from 
Bir. Alee. 


~ September 18th.—Marched at 4.4.m. Almost every person had 

to complain of the loss of camels or baggage or horses. The 
Turks never place any guard or watch during the night, and 
during last night the thieves had been particularly active. We 
found the mountains and valleys nearly the samo as heretofore. 
At 7 o’clock we ‘crossed a hill from which we descended by a 
very rugged, difficult, rocky road, which here divides into two 
branchés ; the one’ ‘turning — off to the south runs to Mecca and 
Jeddah, and unites with that which leads from Humrah towards 
the above places; the other road is that which-we followed to 
the: west, and which led us to Bir-ul-Sultan, where we arrived 
at 11 a.m. .The well was very deep, and full of good water. 
Immediately over it on a hill were the ruins of a mosque. We 
encamped.in a small, flat, sandy plain, thickly stocked with. baubel 
trees: - The road to Bedree:is to the.south of. this TADZe.. a Cher 


the two caravans of pilgrims—the Egyptian and. Damagous— 
apa 
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always join and proteed to Mecca. The one having arrived at its 
stage, a salute was fired and answered by the other, which served 
to communicate the intelligence. 


Septembeng§ 9th.—Halted this forenoon to forage the camels, 
The Muggrabeen Bedouins were sent on in advance to enable us 
to proceed with the more ease in the afternoon. We marched at 
8 P.M.; continued our route till daybreak, when we emerged from 
the hills and halted at Melha, the wells of which are brackish. 


September 20th.—Marched from Melha. Hence the country 
assumes a new aspect, and opens into an extensive plain, bounded 
to the west by the Red Sea. Arrived at Yamboo at 10 a.m. 
It is a miserable Arab seaport. It is surrounded by a wall of 
stone badly cemented, and now tottering. This wall is a modern 
work, and appears to have been built in consequence of the old 
walls being too circumscribed to afford protection to all the inha- 
bitants. . The old walls and one of the gates still remain standing, 
but appear to have no claim to antiquity of structure, although 
Yamboo is a very ancient port. The area encompassed by this 
new wall is sufficiently spacious toecontain five times the number 
of houses ; there consequently remain several waste spots which are 
appropriated for dunghills, burying-ground, and receptacles for 
dead horses and camels; the air is consequently impure. 


The supply of water at Yamboo is very precarious ; it is pro- 
cured by collecting the rain-water in deep covered pits, which, as 
they are badly constructed, and little attention paid to the pure 
state of the water when deposited, it is not to be expected that it 
would improve by keeping. The wells sunk in the town produce 
a water which emits as abominable a smell as the bilge-water of 
aship. It has happened that rain has not fallen here for three 
sUCKeKSIVA years, in which case Yamboo must have been nearly 
deserted. Within three or four miles of the town good water may 
"be procured from wells which are contiguous to the ruins of 
fort which was thrown up by Toossan Pachs in the plain to cover 


his camp. | 


Yamboo has been the depét for the supplies of. the Pacha’s 
army, and tke point st, which: it, formed its. rendezvous both by sea 
from Suez and Cossair, and by land from Suez, by which route the 


cavalry marched. It is twenty-four days’ march from Sisirs as 
supply of water on this route is precarious and. sca . 4 Pe 


There is another town called Yamboo ‘situated a ibis’ to: the 
southward, but inland. There water is abundant, and the “gar- 
dens produce vegetables for the supply of the seaport, I did not 
visit this place, the weathér being excessively sultry and my 
health much impaired. I at one time proposed to change the 
scene by removing to the othor Yamboo, supposing that the 
appearance of water and gardens would have been a recreagfin, 
but was dissraded from this plan, being informed that the inland 
town was still more unhealthy than the.seaport. 





My stay at Yamboo was rendered particularly unhappy by an 
attack of fever, In this forlorn situation I had neither med‘cines 
nor medical assistance. The courier returned on 19th October 
with the unpleasant intelligence of Mr. Salt’s absence from Cairo, 
but as this man brought letters from His Highness Mahomed Ali 
Pacha for His Excellency, who fad been for some time at Jeddah, I 
determined to embark on the first boat I could procure and proceed 
to Jeddah. This place I reached in an open boat 1 in four days. 


Although I arrived early in the forenoon of 27th I was unable 
to procure any accommodation on shore till the’ afternoon | of the: 
following day, and His Excellency’s attention was so much occu- 
pied with the examination of the accounts of the Governor of 
Jeddah, whom he Was about. to displace, that. he did not recol- 
Yoct that it was necessary some person should be directed to 
convey: His Excellency’s. wishes as to the time it would be conve- 
nient, for. him to grant, me an andience, I was ‘therefore under 
then IOC eesity. of making known my. ‘anxiety, to His ‘Excellency, 
who - “received. me on the evening ‘of: 29th... “As ‘usual an apology, 
: was ‘offered. fot ‘the omission ‘of pot” ‘having ¢ sent any. per on to 
recsive’ me. "Our conversation was ‘not very intéres ing: “I si 
‘Excollency was surrounded by a number of persons oontiscted 
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with the Governor now in disgrace, and his inquiries were directed 
to the pricos of rice, sugar, and piece-goods at Calcutta, and on 
which subject I unfortunately could not afford him much inform- 
ation. I ventared to urge a question on the subject of the reply 
from Cairo, ® which His Excellency answered that at a future 
period ho would be at leisure to converse on the subject. I 
intimated to His Excellency that it might be more convenient to 
him to nominate any of his ministers or officers through whom I 
might communicate, as hitherto I wa8 unacgainted with the person 
through whom I should be at liberty to convey any solicitation to 
His Excellency. To this request he did not appear to attend. 


On my return from His Fxcellency’s house I was accom- 
panied by two of his torch-bearers, natives of Cairo, who, as 
they had been regularly educated in their profession, conceived 
they had the same right to exercise their assumed authority on the 
present occasion as though it was the Pacha himself who was pro- 
ceeding in state. They had hardly issued from the gate when 
they commenced to disturb the unfortunate pilgrims and beggars 
who lay asleep in the streets on the bare ground, many without 
covering, and presenting the mos wretched spectacle of misery. 
In fact every street in Jeddah was at this moment so crowded 
with people of different Mahomedan countries that it was difficult 
to pass from one street to the other even during the day. 


The city, which is well built and contains many lofty and spa- 
cious houses, can scarcely afford shelter to the number of pilgrims 
and persons of more affluent circumstances; the indigent and 
those whose funds have been expended in prosecuting long and 
perilous journeys to accomplish this object of their faith, ave 
constantly exposed to the greatest miseries. There are several 
encampments of this people on the outside of the town, and 
I would estimate the temporary accession of people requiting 
provisions at thirty thousand. This crowd is composed of 
Indians, who from the remotest parts find their way throngh 
Surat, Malabar, and Caloutta, some people from Sind, and may 
’ Arabs from Oman and the adjoining coast, who" prefér the rente 
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of the Red Sea, as they can thereby unite temporal pursuits with 
religious duties. From the Eastern Isles there are a considerable 
number of Malay Mahomedatis. A great nuthber of Turks return 
by this route, vii Cossair, to Cairo and Upper Egypt. Of the 
Barbary Arabs or Muggrabinees I perceived a gred# number also. 
Many days elapsed without a further communication, and I availed 
myself of an opportunity to visit the Chaia, to convey to him my 
wishes. He said he was totally unacquainted with the snbject, 

but that the Pacha would certainly emberk in a few days ; that if 
he should hear anything of the matter he would inform me. The 
Pacha having at this moment summoned the Chaia, requested 
him to present my respects to His Excellency. : 


Since the period of His Excellency’s arrival at Jeddah, atter 
performing the pilgrimage, it presents a scene of confusion not to 
be described. The investigation of the governor’s accounts in- 
volved many persons, who were variously tortured to extor1, confes- 
sions regarding the supposed peculations. The governor, Styud 
Ali, was doomed to suffer many indignities. 


The 16th having been nominated as the day of His Excellency’s 
departure, I solicited another interview, which took place on the 
evening of 12th. His Excellency expressed some regret at the 
delay, which he said originated in his not being able to procure 
a scribe capable of drawing up an Arabic letter, but that he 
would order a further inquiry to be made on the morrow; that 
he intended to draw up a letter expressing his regret that the 
communication had not been made at an earlier period, which 
would have enabled him to unite in the views of the British 
Government. 

His Excellency seceniaa his desire to send a suitable present 
with the letter, and in the selection of which he requested my 
opinion, remarking that in this situation it was difficult to pro- 
cure anything adapted to the occasion. My reply to His Hxoel- 
. lency was thatethe value of the article sent on such occasions ws 
not a matter of consequence, as the compliment was generally 
estimated by the manner in which it was, conveyed, and the value 
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of the article by the expression of friendship which accompanied 
it. His Excellency expressed a wish to send an Arab horse and 
mare, requesting mé to take charge’ ‘of them, and be the medium 
of presenting them to the Most Noble the Governor General, 
to which I of course assented. His Excellency “expressed. his 
intention of conferring a mark of favour on me, and said he should 
also send a horse for my acceptance, for which I returned my. 
acknowledgments to His Excellency, who informed me that he 
had ordered a boat (buggalo) to be in readiness to convey me to 
Mocha. 


As it was necessary that I should be acquainted with the reply 
of His Excellency, I requested that I might be favoured with a 
copy, which might become necessary in the event of accident, 
and in order to enable me to form a translation, to which His 
Excellency gave his consent. 


On 14th of November the draft of the letter was sent to me, 
with a request that I would return it after perusal, and send the 
title and address of the Most Noble the Governor General. I 
complied by transmitting a copy from the letter in my possession 
in which the title Ushruf-ul-Ushruf forms a part. To this a very | 
sérious objection was started as appertaining solely to the Maho- 
medan prophet. To obviate difficulties and prevent cavil as to. 
words, I remarked to the person who was sent to point out the 
objection that the title Umjud-ul-Umjud, &c., may be easily 
substituted. His Excellency canvassed this subject with much 
more warmth han good sense. To me the expression appeared 
inoffensive. The title of His Highness Abbass Meerza:is. nearly. 
the same. Nuwab Ushruf, and the different modes of this root. 
are used in a variety of forms to express nobility and pre-emin- 
ence in ‘the system of letter-writing in vogue. throughout the 
East, as'well in the Arabic as the Persian. language. His Excel- 
lency and his advisers argued:on this point-with each other till reli-. 
gious frenzy gained ‘the ascendancy over their yoderstandings. 
In this case all cavil and: objection: was obviated: by: the: proposal - 
of the introduction of an epithet conveying the same sense. | 
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__ A visit from three or four of His Excellency’s Saises, who came 
to request a present or donation, was the only further intimation 
that reached me respecting the horses, which His Excellency had 
directed to be gmbarked on the boat in which it was intended I 
should proceed to Mocha. In this instance he had studiously 
avoided to do me the honour or pay me the compliment of permit- 
ting me to see the animals which he had specially requested me 
to be'the medium of presenting, and regarding which he had 
consulted with me at the last interview, but on this subject I. 
offered no remark. 


One of His Excellency’s domestics brought to my resideuce sme 
parts of a set of horse furniture which he said he had been directed 
to deliver as an appendage to the horses intended for the Governor 
General, and that they had been sent in an open or loose state by 
the Treasurer. These consisted of a headstall, breastplate, ard 
saddle-cloth, silver mounted and gilt, and a pair of stirrups of 
silver. On viewing the saddle-cloth it was impossible to avoid 
observing the tattered condition and ragged appearance which 
it presented, and which marked it to have been an useful append- 
age to His Excellency on many former occasions. . It did not 
appear to me that in offering my opinion on a subject on which 
I had been previously consulted there could be any risk of 
offending against the rules of Turkish politeness, and of which I 
do not propose to plead atotalignorance. I directed the bearer to 
return in company with the person who was to convey a message 
to the Chaia on the subject, informing that ministey, “that I had. 
deferred the ‘acceptance of the saddle furniture till I should have 
an opportunity of conversing with him on the subject, and for 
which:purpose I requested to be informed when and where I 
should have'the honour of waiting on him.” Qn the return of His. 
Excellency’s messenger the articles were given to him to be con- 
veyed to the Treasurer till an, explanation. with the Chaia should. 
take. place.- Ag the-Chaia did not inform me when he would, be. 
at leigare to receive me, I had no opportunity of conversing. with 
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His Excellency Hukeem Bashee, who gencrally acted as inter- 
, preter, was then called upon to discover the motive ér grounds for 
my offering an objection. I acquainted that gentleman with the 
circumstances, and requested him to convey to His Excellency 
my readiness to wait on him arid offer my explanation personally. 
His Excellency preferred an explanation through the interpreter, 
and I offered the following: that the trappings were not a 
necessary accompaniment, and as they could not be procured 
.in a new or fresh state, it was more politic they should be dis- 
pensed with. I authorised the interpreter, in the event of His 
Excellency requiring a further explanation, to offer my opinion 
“ that articles which had been used could not be considered a suit- 
able present to a nobleman filling so high an official situation undor 
the British Government as the Marquis of Hastings now fills.” 


His Excellency directed the Hukeem Bashee to convey the fol- 
lowing message to me:—‘‘ That as I had offered an objection on the 
subject of the trappings, His Excellency had ordered the horses 
to be disembarked, that the reply was annulled, and the letters 
ordered to be destroyed ; and that His Excellency directed me to 
depart on the morrow in the boat which had been prepared to 
convey me to Mocha; that His Excellency on arriving at Cairo 
would address a letter to the Governor General, returning the 
sword which had been presented. - 


It sppeared evident to me from His Excellency’s deportment 
that he aimed at lessening the dignity of the British authorities in 
the eyes of has court and of the people of Jeddah, and that he 
wished to arrogate to himself a superiority, not an equality, to 
which latter ‘title a Pacha could have no just claim. To the 
ceremony of presents a great weight is attached, equally as much 
as to titles; on declining to use a certain word on the plea of 
adherence to reljgious prejudice, it became politic to offer another: 
version to evade cavil and litigation, or the appearance of an 
inclination to offend. 


On the subject of the present I had “ieeay, declined to offer 
an opinion, although frequently pressed to do so at the interview, 
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and had the saddle-cloth and trappings beon sent on board the 
boat, together’ with the horses, I could havo had no further 
opinion to offer ; but as the latter had been expressly sent to mo, 
and in an open loose sfate to be viewed, I could form no con- 
jocture than that an obstinate refusal to express my sentiments 
would have subjected me to the imputation of having publicly 
accepted and given my approbation to.a present which certainly 
bore the interpretation of an intended slight. 


I referred the matter to the Chaia or Minister and to the Trea- 
surer, who appeared to me to be the proper persons, and through 
whom an alteration ought to have been effected without any 
further reference, particularly when the message was accompanied 
by a plausible oxcuse for the withholding of that part which 
appeared offensive. But the inclination to please did not exist 
in the bosoms of any of these persons. Solong as their contempt 
was personally confined to myself I felt bound to appeur in- 
sensible to it, but it was impossible for me to feign ignorance of a 
custom which is so well known to the meanest Turk. 


Garments or vestments that have been worn are only offered 
to dependents or servants, and His Excellency would not presume 
to offer to his Minister or to his Silikdar any article which bore 
such traces. 

To this message therefore thero remained only one reply to 
offer ; that under any other circumstances I should have accepted 
the accommodation of the buggalo; that I should now procure a 
vessel at my own expense to convey mo to the, destination IJ 
might now prefer, and at such time as would best suit my. con- 
venience. — 


Addressed the following letter :— 


«Tae Saur, Esq., F.R.8., 
‘Her Majesty’ s Consul General, &c., Baypt. 


 «$rr,—I regret that during my stay at Yamboo or J eddeli as 
yet I have not had the goed cane to receive & mee) to my, 
 4Rpa | 
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former address, which was conveyed to Cairo by His Excellency’s 
courier. On his return he delivered Mr. Pierce’s letter, inform- 
ing me of your absence. My stay at Yamboo was rendered par- 
ticularly unhappy by an attack of fever in so forlorn a situation. 
I therefore proceeded to Jeddah the instant I was able to repair 
on board a boat, and have: not as Aisa been si to shake off this 
complaint. 


«©2, My reception at Jeddah was not flattering, and a consider- 
able delay has taken place, for which an excuse was offered, that 
a scribe could not be procured who was capable of drawing up an 
Arabic letter. 


“3. At my sccond interview, several days subsequent to my 
arrival, His Excellency expressed his intention to draw up a reply 
to the despatch of the Most Noble the Governor General, express- 
ing his regret that the communication had not been made at 
an earlier period, which would have afforded him the happiness 
of uniting in the vicws and intentions of the British Government, 
and requested me to take charge of a horse and mare to be 
selected for the personal use of the Most Noble the Governor 
Genéral, to whom he requested them to be presented. This 
I informed him I of course should endeavour to accomplish. I 
therefore considered His Excellency’s determination as fixed. 


‘4, The reply was prepared and sent to me for perusal, with 
a request that 1 would send the title and address of the Gover- 
‘nor General. I complied by transmitting a copy from the letter 
in my possession, in which the title of Ushruf-ul-Ushruf forms a 
part. To this a very serious objection was stated as appertain- 
ing only to tlic Mahomedan prophet, and to obviate difficulties 
and prevent cavil as to words, I remarked that the iiile Umjud- 
ul-Umjud might be easily substituted. 


“5. His Excellency directed three horses to be embarked on 
the boat in which I was to proceed to Mocha; two were intended 
for the Most Noble the Governor General, ana one as a present 


107 


to myself. His Excellency did not, however, do me the honour or 
pay me the campliment to permit me to see the animals which 
he had specially requested me to present, and regarding which 
he had previously asked my opinion ; but on this subject I offered 
no remark. 


“6. As a necessary aependize to the horses intended tobe 
presented to the Governor General, His Excellency directed his 
Treasurer to send a set of gilt trappings. These wero accordingly 
brought to me in an open or loose state to be viewed, and, as the 
saddle-cloth and other parts appeared much tattered and won, 
I directed them to be returned to the Treasurer till such time as 
I should have an opportunity of consulting with His Excellency’s 
Chaia, of wuom I requested the honour of an interview, which, 
however, has never taken place. 


“7. His Excellency expressed much dissatisfaction at the re- 
turn of the trappings, to which I offered, through the medium cf His 
Excellency Hukeem Bashee, who acted as interpreter, the follow- 
ing reply: that the trappings were an unnecessary accompanl- 
ment, and that as they could not be procured new, it was more 
politic they should be dispensed with, as articles which had been 
used could not be considered a suitable present to a nobleman 
holding so high an ‘official situation under the British Government 
as the Marquis of Hastings now fills. 


«8, His Excellency directed an answer to be conveyed through 
the same person, that as I had declined to convey the trappings 
which he had directed to accompany the horses, they should be 
ordered to be disembarked, the letters should be destroyed, and 
that I should be in readiness to depart on the morrow on the boat 
which*had been prepared to convey me to Mocha. That His Ex- 
cellency would, on his arrival at Cairo, procure a scribe to ad- 
dress a suitable letter to the Governor General, to whom he pur- 
posed to return the sword which had been presented. 


“9. With regard to my personal conduct on these points I shall 
offer my remarks. . I considered myself entitled to be informed of 
the subject of His Excellency’s reply, as the instructions under 
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which I have acted pointed out 2 certain line of conduct to be 
adopted urder certain circumstances which might.arise. More- 
over, His Excellency had stated to me his wantof confidenco in 
the abilities of his Arabic scribe, and had sent the draft of the 
letter to me for. perusal ; and with regard to the version of the title, 
it is that used on all: occasions, and to which I had never ‘heard 
any objection offered. In thig case all cavil and objection was 
obviated by the introduction of an epithet conveying the same 
sense. 7 


10. With regard to ie coals reason of His Excellency’s 
displeasure and chagrin, I must inform you that His Excellency 
had expressly consulted with me and solicited my opinion on the 
fitness of tho present of which he requested me to be the medium 
of presentation. I cannot therefore imagine that I trespassed on 
the rules of politeness and good breeding in offering the opinion 
which I have narrated in the 6th paragraph. 


“11, The instructions which I have received for the guidance 
of my conduct directed me to inform you particularly of the- 
nature of my reception. I shall thereforo detail to you the leading 
features. I set out from Ul-Ahsa under an assurance that I 
sh®ald reach His Excollency’s camp within ten days. After 
a painful march of thirty-five days I arrived within a stage of 
His Excellency, then at Anizeh. He was perfectly aware of my 
being m company with the Kuftun Agasce, but neither would 
he await my arrival, nor did he take any precaution to ensure 
my more speedy junction. His Excellency’s not having author- 
ized any person to communicate with me, and the state of Arabia 
at that moment, obliged me to procced on to Mcdina, which 
might have been eee and my, return to Bussorah effected 
with ease.. : 

18, My arrival at Bir ‘alee was not eiirked any public : 
compliment, to which an evident disinclination was evinced. 
His Excellency: was, however, affable in conversation, and honoured 
my residence with ‘his presence, but. on - discussing the prin- 
cipal or’ ‘only. question, which in fact ‘should’ never: ‘have arisen, 
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His Excellency’s deportment was so extremely self-opinionated 
that I was obliged to consent to his referring a subject to Cairo, 
which had been solved before I set out from-Ul-Ahsa, and which 
had already occasioned a delay of more than two months, as 
you will perceive by referring to the dates of my two commu- 
nications. 


“13. On my arrival at Jeddah I naturally oxpected that 
some person of His Excellency’s court would have been deputed 
to reccive me, or wait on me after my landing ; this was however, 
studiously avoided, and my request, frequently urged, that | 
might be made acquainted with the Minister or Secretary, throi .,h 
whom I may communicate with His Excollency, has never been 
acceded to. I have thereforo in general had more communication 
with Quwasses, Saises, and Farascs, than with any other persons 
attached to His Excellency. 


14, Ihave beon thus prolix in my explanation that you 
may be the better prepared to clucidate these occurrences to 
Ilis Highness Mahomed Alec Pacha. On your representation of 
the circumstances it is probable he will fecl inclined to view 
the deportment of His Excelloncy in the light it deservesy end 
to express .his disapprobation in such terms as will anticipate 
the remonstrancos which that line of conduct must naturally 
draw forth. 


‘* T have the honour to be, &c. 


“ Jeddah, 14th November 1819.” 


November 16th.—On the morning of 16th His Excellency em- 
barked under a salute of all the artillery both afloat and ashore, 
from which it may be inferred that the Turks of Egypt are not 
unmindful of the importance attached to public compliments, or as 
they denominate such shows, fantasia. On the morning of 17th- 
His Excellency’ sailed direct for Cossair without any intention of 
visiting Yamboo; on this occasion the salute was repeated till the 
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ships were clear of the harbour. The joy expressed by the in- 
habitants of Jeddah on the departure of the Pacha, and their re- 
lease from tyranny, was not only manifested in their countenances, 
but even now publicly expressed in all societies. Previous to 
his departure he had appoimted Rais Hajee Hussun » Who 
formerly had been Commodore or Sirdar of the fleet, to officiate in 
the place of the late Governor, Seyud Allee, who had been 
removed from the government on the plea of appropriating to 
his private usé the profits which he derived from trade at Jeddah. 
Such are the rules of Turkish equity that the Pacha considers 
himself entitled to the money earned by this man in trading to 
India in his own ships, and with his own capital, arguing that 
ns a servant the master alone had a right to the profits. His Ex- 
cellency’s katibs were assisted by the bludgeons of the Quwasses, 
in adjusting the accounts of the Seyud, who saw himself stripped 
of ten years’ earnings in as many days, and turned adrift a 
beggar, in the very city of which he had been once the 
Governor. 

On the morning of 18th I had the pleasure to reccive a visit” 
from the new Governor, accompanied by Arabee Jilanee, and several 
merchants who had been in the habits of intercourse with the Eng- 
lish; They freely expressed their regret at not being able to evince 
their inclination to show me any attention during the ‘presence of 
the Pacha, who, as they said, had never intimated his wishes, 
and whose silence they construed into a prohibition. At all cvents 
they did not wish to manifest any peculiar intercourse, lest the 
jealousy of the Pacha should be roused. Rais Hussun had been 
to Calcutt& and Bombay in command of the Pacha’s ships, and 
expressed his gratitude for the kind treatment he had experienced. 
Arabee Jilanee is a man whose family have rendered peculiar service 
to the English, particularly during the expedition to Egypt, when 
their interest with the Shureef of Mecca enabled them to procure 
large supplies of cattle and provisions for the fleet, The ascendancy 
of the Turks ‘at the present moment renders such services entirely 
subservient to their® caprice, and, however well inclined the indi- 
vidual may be to forward the interests of his former friends, it: 
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appears that the dsiaa of the Pacha’s pistols and pludgeons has a 
more decided ¢éffect than British gold, as, notwithstanding all my 
entreaties, I could not procure a messenger to convey my letters 
to Cairo, and was obliged to be very circumspect in the manner of 
forwarding them. | 

I determined to remain at Jeddah in the hope of receiving a 
reply from Mr. Salt previous to the arrival of a vessel from India, 
which route alone now remained open, it being impossible to com- 
municate with Bussorah, or return by any other route ; ifideod, so 
hazardous an attempt would appear unnecessary, and offor no pros- 
pect of public benefit ; first, if it were possible for tho causids a. 
return from Rus to Bussorah, Kutteef, &c., the Government must 
be already apprised of the failure of the mission, and, on the 
other hand, if these men failed in the attempt, I could not natu- 
rally expect to succeed ; secondly, the period of my arrival in tho 
Persian Gulf must be long subsequent to the conclusion of the 
expedition. ) 

_ Addressed a letter* to the Honorable Mr. Elphinstone, 
Governor and President in Council of Bombay, detailing the fore- 
going particulars. 

Having for the present brought to a conclusion the affairg of 
this mission, I shall endeavour to collect from the notes which I 
have made on former occasions, and the narratives of the best 
informed actors on the stage of His Excellency’s late campaigns, 
as correct a sketch of the proceedings of the Turks in Arabia as 
can be now obtained, by comparing the different accounts of their 
battles as: related by the most intelligent officers and persons 
concerned in these exploits; eommencing with a brief account of 
Ibrahim Pacha, who is the eldest son of the Viceroy of Egypt, by a 
_ widow, the sister of Mustuffa Bey, of Drama, an officer of dis- 
tinction. It is said thas I Tbrahim was born a few months after the 
marriage of his parents, which gives rise to a story that hej 1s 
only the: adopted son of Mahmud Ali. He passed one year as. & 
hostage at Constantinople, from whence he was 3_removed to, the | 


- * This fies ‘dated: Jeddah, 18th November. 1819, has ‘been fogyarded to 
Calcutta, vide Appendix B. a 
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situation of Dufturdar at Cairo, in which office he was esteemed 
intelligent in theaffairs ofthe revenue, but extremely intemperate, 
and cruel to tho persons employed under him. On the departure 
of Mahmud Ali Pacha on his last campaign with the Mamlikes 
in Egypt, Ibrahim Bey commanded 800 cavalry, and obtained 
the reputation of a brave soldier. This affair ended in the 
murder of all those Mamiltikes who fell into the hands of the 
Pacha, and closed with a general massacre of all residing at Cairo, 
and in the villages of Upper Egypt, whither Ibrahim Bey 
was soon despatched to collect the revenues, and dispose of the 
‘villages to the new farmers of the customs, accompanied by a 
number of Copts as clerks, who managed to embezzle large sums. 

From this duty he returned to Cairo, where he was appointed to 
"command the army destined to drive the Mamlikes beyond Ibrim. 
This duty he performed, and returned to Asna with a number of 
prisoners and others who accepted the protection of the young 
Bey. Here they were separated and placed in the houses of dif- 
fercnt persons in the confidence of the yourig Bey, who shortly 
after sent an order from Cairo to Mahomed Effendi (son of the 
present Chaia of Ibrahim, and at this moment his Mohurdar) to 
destroy overy individual. The Effendi obeyed the orders of his 
master, commencing the slaughter with his own hand. Subge- 
quent to these transactions, in 1809, he was nominated Governor 
General of Upper Egypt, retaining the situation of Dufturdar. 

During his government, under his father’s directions, he enhanced 
the revenues, and expended largo sums for the improvement and. 
the increase of cultivajgon. , but all bis acts were marked by an 
extreme severity and cruelty. of disposition. On one. occasion the 
‘young Bey ordered a Copt: to be roasted on a spit; on anothor 
ZZ) Copt charged with embezzlement. was. placed - by. his orders 
in ‘a heap of chopped straw saturated wjth oil; this heap was 
set on fire-hy -Khoja. Suleeman, then a [ag in, his service. 
Unfortunately. these. cruelties. have. not been confined to persons 
guilty. of misdemeanours, , but on- several, occdésions have been 
‘extended to the ‘domestics of his. family. Were to relate tho 
many inhuman instances of butchery which have been exposed 
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to my knowledge, accompanied by a detail df the minutest 
circumstances,and the names of the persons concerned, the cata- 
logue would swell to an enormous size. 7 


In 1818 Ibrahim Beg was created a Pacha of Two Tails, and 
was appointed to Girge. The cruelty of his disposition is said 
to have been checked at this moment by the responsibility of 
his situation, and the hope of future preferment, which appear 
to have operated very sensibly on his conduct. He had been 
much addicted to the joys of Bacchus, and in general enjoyed 
himself after the European fashion, with his bottle and glass placed’ 
on a table, while he reclined on a chair. On these occasions, how- 
ever, he observed the strictest secrecy. : 


In 1815, he was appointed to the command of the army destined 
to penetrate into the interior of Arabia. The first troops who 
placed themselves under his orders were volunteers, but the 
number not-proving sufficient, an order was issued by the advice 
of Ibrahim* (then his Chaia) to prevent any man from receiving 
his discharge, and obliging the whole of the troops to serve. The 
next step was an alteration in the saddles of the cavalry, substitut- 
ing that in use among the Muggrabine or Barbary Bedouins for 
the heavy Mamlfke saddle of Cairo; those were again replaced by 
the saddles of Romelia, which were eventualy disused, and those 
of the fashion of Bagdad substituted. Hach horse-soldier was 
obliged to supply himself with a camel for the transport of his 
baggage, and on which he was occasionally to ride, the Egyptian 
horse being unable to undergo much fatigue, and his tardy pace 
rendering him an unequal march for the Arab. It was necessary 
at all times to have the horses as fresh as possible.. However, 
‘as the Government bore no part of these expenses, the troops 
murmured against the Pacha = ‘Oxposing then to sayreceneies | 


expenses. ~ 
Hs Excellency having deiseadel the embarkation of the 
inane by the route ‘of Cossaix, for Yamboo, returned to ) Cairo, 


- © This man seg absconded, and was-replaced we the: preemt ‘Onin, 
“Suleeman Agha. 
._ 15 Ra 
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where he arranged his affairs with his father the Viceroy, and 
leaving his cavalry near Cairo in readiness to fellow, only two 
hundred in the first instance were to proceed by land by the route 
of Suez to Yamboo, where His Excellency arrived by the route of 
Cossair, attended only by a few Mamlfkes. On entering the holy 
land of Mahomed, His Excellency determined to renounce the joys 
of Bacchus, and destroyed the whole of the stock he had brought 
with him from Cairo, previous to his departure for Medina. 


The Racha ordered his camp to be formed at Melca, near Yamboo, 
where the troops were detained forty days, awaiting a supply of 
camels, &c., from the Bedouin*tribe of Jehina, which together with 
the tribes of Mymoon, Aoof, and Misroo, occupy the mountains ex- 
tending from Medina towards Yamboo, and to the southward. 
towards Mecca. He was eventually obliged to send a foree against 
the first of these tribes, which seized one thousand of their camels, 
brought off two thousand of their sheep, and killed one hundred 
and fifty of the tribe. Of tho Pacha’s party two only were 
wounded. From this circumstance some estimate may be formed 
of the inequality of the combatants. 


The army, then consisting of two hundred Turkish cavalry, two 
hundred Mugrabine or Barbary Bedouin horsemen, and nine 
hundred infantry, with three pieces of cannon, was ordered to 
move towards Henekah, and was joined by Aoozoon Ali’s party, 
consisting of four hundred good cavalry, which heretofore had 
formed a separate command under their leader, a very distin- 
guished officer, who had been left for the protection of Medina, 
with some other troops+on the return of Toossun Pacha to Egypt. 
The Pacha’s force had lost nearly four hundred men during 4 
stay at Melca, which, as well as Yamboo, proved a very unhealtay: 
station. After remaining twenty-five days at Henekah, the 
Pacha detached a force against the tribe of Hurub, from whom 
he took one thousand five hundred camels; his soldiers brought 
off six thousand sheep, and a large quantity of dates. 





- Fearing the severity of those marauding attacks, many, of the 
Bedouin Sheiks proposed to join the Pagha. _ Having united 


115 


with those Arabs, he sent another detachment against the tribs 
of Aootibah, ovcupying the desert between Deriah and Mecca, 
but they, having gained intelligence of his intention, betook 
themselves to flight, drawing off their flocks and camels. Seven- 
teen persons fell into the hands of the enraged Pacha, who com- 
menced a slaughter of these unfortunates with his own sabre. 
This failure had nearly proved fatal to the Turks, who suffered. 
the greatest miseries on their return, from the want of water 
and provisions, of which they had anticipated a superabundant 
supply from the pillage of the tents of the Bedouins, who, however, 

. filled up the wells, and destroyed everything they could 
not carry off. 

The Pacha on his return to Henekah received the intelligence 
of his being appointed a Pacha of Three Tails by the title «f the 
Pacha of Jeddah, in consequence of the death of his brother Toos- 
sun. It became necessary to return to Medina to receive the 
pelisse and publish the firman. On his return to Henekah, the 
Sheiks of the Anizeh tribe with many others met him, and mutual 
assurances were pledged; he therefore formed # magazine at this 
place. 

The next enterprise was against the Arabs of Jubul Chumber. 
For this purpose he formed a detachment of six hundred Turkish 
cavalry, intended as a rear-guard, to force into action a body of 
one thousand Bedouin cavalry,. and five thousand Bedouins 
mounted on camels, composed from those tribes which had attached 
themselves to him. As the Bedouins led the van, they had two 
hundred killed, and three hundred wounded ; they lost a vast 
number of their horses and camels; of th Turks there were only 
five killed and ten wounded. The Turks gained but little solid 
advantage by this. If it added another terror to the name of the 
Pacha, it proved to the Bedouins they had been duped most egre- 
giously. 

At the representation of the Arab Sheikhs the Pacha ordered 
Aoozoon Alee with a. part“of his force and two pieces of canyon 
in advanos'to Maweesh, to overawa the Wahabee party, which had 
¢ommenced attacking the camps of those Bedouins now astovisted, 
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with the Pacha. The Sheikh ofthe tribe of Mootair (Dewys), situ- 
ated to the east of Anizeh, sent tothe Pacha to propose a meeting at 
Maweesh. His Excellency departed, and on the way received the 
intelligence of an action between Aoozoon Alee’s force and the 
Wahabves, who were completely defeated on the spot mentioned 
in the journal of 2nd September. The Pacha only arrived in time 
to put to death the prisoners who fell into the hands of the con- 
queror, and thereby increased the number of ears which His Excel- 
lency wished to send to Cairo as an offering to His Highness. The 
transport of heads being attended with difficulty, ears in pairs were 
substituted. The number of slaughtered Wahabees is reported to 
have exceeded the number of Aoozoon Alee’s troops; and this day 
decided the fortune of Abdoolah, who fled to Rus and ‘thence by 
Anizch to Deriah, and did not appear again in the field. 


Tho Pacha now assembled his whole forco at Maweeah. Having 
received some reinforcements, it amounted to fourteen hundred 
infantry, six hundred cavalry, eight pieces of cannon, one 
howitzer, and one mortar; with one hundred artillerymen, to 
which may be added four or five hundred Mugrabine infantry. 
He despatched an officer to order the cavalry from Cairo to join 
the army. 


The Sheikh of Mootair sent his son to compliment the Pacha on 
the late victory, and, matters being arranged, this Sheikh joined 
the Pacha, and was received with every mark of distinction. The 
motives which induced this Sheikh to join against Abdoolah was 
a feud or hatred arising from the latter having murdered twelve 
Sheikhs or elders of the tribe, and relatives of the present Sheikh. 
Camels and assistance of every description becoming more abund- 
ant, the Pacha commenced bringing forward his stores and sup- 
plies, and prepared for the seige of Rus. His Excellency during 
this respite made a forage on one of the petty tribes included in 
the general name under the tribe of Anizeh. The reagon as- 
signed was that this tribe had been ofdered to collect and join 
the Pacha and for which eight days had heen allowed, This 
period proved too limited in consequence of the distance, but 
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to this excuse, which is said to have been just, no attention was 
paid. His Excellency met the tribe on its march to join him, 
notwithstanding which, he deprived them of the whole of their 
flocks of sheep, which he divided among the troops lately arrived 
from Cairo. 


His Excellency having put his force in march for Rus, arrived 
before that town, which he said he was determined to carry before 
he would permit his camp to be pitched or his cavalry to dis- 
mount from their horses. Accordingly the Topchee Bashee was 
directed to advance the artillery within eighty paces of the walls, 
and to commence a cannonade on the strongest Boorj, or bastir n. 
The troops not beimg covered, and the artillerymen being ex- 
posed to a heavy fire of musketry, the slaughter of the Turks 
exceeded tenfold that of the besieged, who defended the city with 
spirit. For three days His Excellency cannonaded this Boorj 
and the adjoming wall, which was eventually reported tu be 
breached. The assault was ordered, and, to enable the infantry 
to pass the ditch, fascines were ordered to be made from date 
branches, and a number of sacks were filled with straw. 
Six hundred infantry were selected for the assault. Those 
men threw themselves into the ditch, from which they 
could not ascend. The fascines, &c., had proved insufficient; 
the enemy opened a destructive fire from the walls, and the 
Pacha, attended by his Mamlfkes, shot every soldier who 
attempted to retreat. Thus the unfortunate infantry suffered 
a dreadful loss. Those who had been killed were denied the 
right of burial by an order from His Excellency, who was enraged 
at the failure. The siege of Rus was prolonged for three 
months and a half, during which time the Wahabees of Rus dis- 
played more science than the Turkish General. The batteries 
formed by the Pacha cost fifty-two thousand German crowns; 
four hundred camel-loads of musket ammunition were expended 
in firing into the town; thirty thousand charges of ammunition 
were uselessly thrown away by the artillery. Stages were 
erected of date trees of such a height as to enable the soldiery 
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to fire into the town; the cannon were advanced to the very 
edge of the ditch; two assaults wére attempted,cin which the 
Turks were repulsed, and lost. a great number of men. The 
Pacha, unable to effect or accomplish this task, was finally obliged 
to enter ‘into terms, and raise the siege. None of his troops were 
allowed to enter:into the city. Whatever they required was to be 
purchased of the inhabitants, and Rus was to remain in a state of 
neutrality. till the fate of Anizeh should be determined. In this 
affair the Turks had nine hundred killed, one thousand wounded, 
and were reduced to the greatest distress. The besieged lost 
only fifty killed, and seventy wounded.. Two convoys conveying 
large supplies of provisions had the good fortune to arrive in 
safety, which proves a want of vigilance on the part of the Turks, 
as the country is a perfect flat. They assert that the yellow 
earth of which the walls were composed was of such an — 
quality that their balls took no effect. 7 


His Excellency then turned his attention to Kabreh, which 
place surrendered after a day’s siege. From thence His Excel- 
lency marched against Anizeh; Abdoolah had left a garrison 
here, but having himself retired to Deriah, the Sheiks: of the 
town of Anizeh entered into terms, on which only the citadel 
or fort was cannonaded; the magazine which was formed in;oné 
of the boorjes blew up, and afforded an easy’ entrance. The 
garrison capitulated, and was allowed to depart with arms and 
baggage. This affair took up five days. | : 


Boreidah was then beseiged, and reduced on the third dey. 
Ibn Jilan was the Sheikh of this town. This man is reported 
to be one hundred and twenty years of age. His counsel here- 
tofore was reported to have been of great weight with the Waha- 
bee party; being now.old and infirm, he was unable. to make 
_# stand against the Pacha. The Wahabees..every day became 
more dispirited, and Abdoolah’s retreat: to -Deriah, where. ‘he 
remeined. shut up and inactive, added. to their dismay ;. all the 
villages in this district surrendered. .. Here the Pacha remained for 
_ two months, await iting reinforcements: to. enable him. to. proceed 
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‘against Shakrah ; having arrived before this-place, on the second 
day he commenced to out down. the date plantations, which 
induced the inhabitants to separate their interests from the gar- 
rison, which was obliged to surrender ; leaving their. arms and 
baggages#iithe fort, they were permitted to depart. Here the 
Pacha remained inactive for three months, awaiting reinforcements 
and supplies. ow 


- He ‘next moved to Deroma, which was ibe in a very flourish- 
‘ing state. On the fourth day this place’ was assaulted. The. 
Turks were at the first repulsed, but carried the town; three 
hundred of the garrison took shelter in a house, and eventually 
were permitted to depart ‘without arms, under the corfimand of 
their chief, named Saood, the brother of Abdoolah’s mother. 
Here the Pacha’s temper appears to have returned to its usual 
bent; for seven days the soldiers were employed in. slaughtering 
the inhabitants of this town, and the usual yeward of five German 
crowns for every pair of ears was granted on this occasion. 
Many. ot the soldiers had an opportunity of filling their purses 
without their courage being put to the test. The Pacha himself 
was as expert in discharging his pistols as the meanest soldier. 

- hese affairs were brought to a close in the beginning of 
February 1818, The season was particularly cold, and several 
heavy falls of rain had taken place about this time. 


‘His Excellency prepared for the attack of Deriah, and ordered 
up the reinforcements which were on the route to join him ; his 
force now consisted of two mortars, one Swedish enna and 
“one: ‘howitzer, four - ‘pieces: ‘of. cannon (12 pounders), , and: five 
Turkish guné, one hundred and fifty"@inners, and two hundred 
pioneers, , twenty-one attificers, eleven miners ; his infantry amount. 
ed: to a " total of four thotigend: ‘three oo of an one 










i A thre “huridred mén:’ a obrpe of 
y valry of eight: hundred and. 1 fifty: then, Adouoon 2Ali’s 
corpe -amotnbed: to’: feur. ‘hundred; wad ‘Roshwan: bight va p hee > 
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hundred; to this add Barbary horse, four hundred :—total one 
thousand nine hundred and fifty. r 


Cavalry, Pacha’s Turks and Arnaoots....., 850 








. Aoozoon Ali’s..........ccc.cccseeeees 400 

»  Roshwan Agha’s .................. 300 

| 1,550 

= Bar ary cipoutecccnviessesderoniaseud 400 
Grand Total ............... 1,950 

Infantry, Arnaoots..................:.0e0ee 1,725 
gp SAAT vay pestanus kharnasbessadareeern’ 2,575 

| 4,300 

‘3 DATDOLY: -ce.atsicokuglaniiesseckagex 1,300 

‘ Grand Total ............... p,600 


The attack of Deriah * was commenced from the north end or 
village of Fyzel, which consisted of gardens interspersed with 
houses, and covered by a wall and Boorjes. This was carried at 
the end of seven days, when Abdoolah’s force was obliged to retire 
within the wall which separated the village of Fyzel, or Jenein- 
ul-Fyzel, from the two greater divisions of the town of Deriah. 
The Pacha rested here some days, which gave leisure to the enemy 
to strengthen themselves in this new position, which cost the Pacha 
eventually seven months’ labour. An accidentofa serious nature 
occurred. The Pacha’s magazine blew up, and the artillery remain- 
ed without ammunition fornearly two months. The villages in the 
neighbourhood of Deriah, finding the siege prolonged, prepared 
to throw off the yoke, and the troops were distributed to keep them 
in check, which drew off so large a proportion that this extensive 
place could not be invested or inclosed by the remainder. The 
Pacha found himself obliged to attempt the assault, which 





& Refer to Journal, 13th August. es | 
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he directed against the sido of Tarefa. Fortunately for him , the 
enomy had epected this attack on the opposite side, of Scillo, and 
there prepared to resist. The Pacha’s troops advanced and gained 
Tarefa without firing a shot, which was a most fortunate circum- 
stance, as the greater body of his cavalry passed through the 
ravine. The resistance %™ the side of Seille was moro obstinate. 
This town held out three days, but, the assailants being moro nu- 
merous, theyevontually succeeded. When the Turks gained possos- 
sion of the village of Fyzel many of the Arabs of Deriah deserted 
the city, and never again returned to it. From that period Ab- 
doolah’s force became very weak. At the moment of this !:st 
assault there remained with him only two thousand of the 
four thousand who ori iginally resisted the attack of the 'furks. 
Abdoolah was now obliged to retire to the only place which still 
remaincd to him, the citadel of his family on the side of Tarefa, in 
which he shut himself up with two hundred yen, the remains of his 
force. In this place he stood a bombardment of three days, when 
‘he requested a parley. 


On visiting the Pacha he requested terms, a pardon for the 
troops who still had remained faithful to him, the same for his 
brothers and family at large, the preservation of the city, and the 
safety of his own person. The Pacha’s deportment throughout 
this interview is represented as extremely haughty. To Abdoolah 
he presented his hand, who kissed it, as a mark of submission, 
although as yet not entirely fallen. The terms offered by the 
Pacha were the pardon of the troops, and of his brothers, and 
their families; with respect to the city, no terms would be pro- 
mised, and as to the personal safety of Abdoolah, Ibrahim Pacha 
would only pledge his word for his micas till. the: aim of his 
arrival. at Cairo. 


. Abdoolah returned to his citadel, to brood over these lietiid 
| pinenonlics of his future doom. On 4th September oe he 
delivered himself into the hands of the Pacha. : 


Abdoolah and his family prepared: ‘for their journey to Epypt, 


whither they were despatched. Of the fate of Abdoolah we have 
—hi.ra- 
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had accounts in India. One of his sons, who clearly foresaw the 
misery which awaited the whole party, determined to extricate 
himeelf, and effected his escape during the march. His absence 
was not discovered till there remained no trace of the route he had 
pursued. Some said he went to the north, others that he had 
fled to the south, and joined some Bef®uins on tho confines of 
Yemen, who still retained a friendship for the Wahabees. I made 
frequent inquiries respecting this man, but could obtain no in- 
formation. The Bedouins professed total ignorance of the sub- 
ject, lest they should be supposed to be acquainted with the place 
of his retreat. The Turks never spoke of the circumstance, as it 
had been hushed up, and never reported to Muhumud Ali Pacha. 
Ibrahim denied it as he did not wish to be detained in the country 
in pursuit. Whenever the subject was introduced in private 
confab, this man was represented as a fool or an idiot, to lessen 
the consequence attached to the circumstance, which to me ap- 
peared of groat weight. | 


Had Abdoolah absconded.from Deriah and the members of his 
family separated, the Turks would have been obliged to remain in 
Arabia, and to separate into small bodies in pursuit of them. 
Some few would have escaped as the Turks would have been ex- 

‘hausted. The whole family must have been well aware of their 
impending fate the instant they fell into the hands of the Pacha. 
The nominal fool appears to have been the only wise man of the 
family. 


To this opinion an objection is started that the members of 
that family could not have expected protection from the Be- 
douins of Arabia from the moment that their power ceased, as 
the Bedouins were only constrained followers of that faith, or at 
most, merely adhered to it only so long as the sect was powerful, 
or followed it through the hope of plunder, of which peculiar 
trait Saeed took constant advantage, and seldom permitted them 
to remain inactive, the neglect of which appears te. have operated. 
‘to the injury of Abdoolah’s cause, particularly in shutting 
“himself up in forts and towns, in place of hanging on the rear 
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of the Turks and catting off their supplies. But the greatest 
fault he appears to have committed was in offering them battle 
at Maweeah. | 


The pillars of the Wahabees’ faith having been removed from 
Arabia, the Bedouins of Nedjed, and all those whom I have 
seen, universally proclaimed themselves of the Soone creed. They 
are particularly punctual in their devotions, and never omit to 
perform the stated prayers, even on the lotigest marches, and 
under the most severe privations. A strange contrast, when com- 
pared with the more enlightened Turk, who never allows reli- 
gion or prayers to interfere with his comfort or ease. _ | 


I have already romarked that at Manfooah, and Riaz, I met 
with some persons who still avowed thomscelves to be of that tuith ; 
these were the remains of the former inhabitants of Deriah, and 
not Bedouin Arabs, their number was inconsiderable, and I have ~ 
since learned that the Rushif had meditated the destruction: of 
the whole during our detention at that place. The dubious fate 
of the Saleemeah party prevented him from carrying his inten- 
tions into execution. When that party joined he moved off with 
all possible expedition in pursuit of the Pacha, under constant 
apprehension of being left to his fortunc, and being surrounded 
and cut off; the Pacha having deserted us and set off for Rus, 
and thence to Medina, contrary to his promise. 


Ibrahim having obtained possession of Deriah entered the 
citadel and house of Abdoolah with a few confidential servants. 
None of the family were permitted to carry off any moveables, 
and he no doubt expected to find some valuables, in which I 
believe he was disappointed. It was supposed that a vast collection 
of books had been amassed; few were found, other than Korans, 
which were sent in triumph to Medina to be examined by the 
doctors of divinity, ere they were allowed to be read. 


‘The soldiery were allowed to enter the city and select quar- 
‘ters: for themselves, pillage, and ill treat the few inhabitants 
who. remained to take care of their houses .and gardens. | The 
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Pacha seized the persons of those whom he suspected to have 
secreted their money and property, and hy various tortures and 
stratagems he obtained large sums. 


One artifice to discover the monied men is worthy of notice.* 
All those lands which were supposed to have belonged at a former 
period to mosques or other religious institutions , he restored to 
persons of the Scegee faith, who were to preach that creed; and he 
proposed to restore the other gardens, date plantations, and lands 
to the rightful owners, without injury, provided they would ransom 

‘them. This some few agreed to, on which the Pacha seized them, 
and enforced the payment of the sum, alleging they must have the 
amount in their possession, or they would not have acceded to tho 
offer. He was well aware in the first instance that the orders of 
the Porte directed the total destruction of Deriah, and that he could 
only-defer compliance till the order was issued publicly, on which 

occasion the unfortunate inhabitants again proposed to save their 

property, and the means of a future existence; the Pacha took 
advantage of this, and after extorting from many, he totally de- 
stroyed Deriah by cutting down every date tree in its neighbaur- 
hood, his soldiers burning every beam and stick in the houses 
of the inhabitants. 7 ' 





His Excollency’ s further proceedings, till the period of his 
departure from Jeddah, are detailed in the journal. 


During my detention at Jeddah awaiting an opportunity to re- 
‘turn to India, Khuleel Pacha visited that place. Heis a Pacha of 
Two Tails si the orders of Muhmud Al, , and had been sent 





* Tt was probably to these occurrences that the Imam of Muscat alluded it in 
his conversation in Mey:1819, althongh he was not then aware of the particulars. 
The Persians on my arrival.at Bushire told a very different story. The former 
was anxious to render the character of the Pacha as odious as possible; the 
latter extolled his disinterestedness i in replacing the Beni Khalid tribes in the 
sovereignty of Ui-Absa, suppressing the circumstances which induced the Pacha 
so to do; the Persians were happy even to deceive their. own judgments in thus 


making ‘a favourable. representation, » “which; ahauld it os ‘realized, would afford 
them an access to Mecea and Medina. oe ae Se 
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over in command of an army.of. two thousand five hundred Turks | 
and Arnaoots,»to reinforce Ibrahim, who had written for further 
assistance at the period that the siege of Deriah was protracted. 
This Pacha did not arrive till subsequent to the fall of Deriah; 
his services in,that quarter could not be required, and as the 
troops had been sent across the Red Soa at a considerable expense, 
Muhmud Ali determined to employ them against the Arabs of 
Aboo-Arish, who had subverted the government bi f Thehama, and 
of a part@f Yomen. Comfida, Loheia, and many places on the 
coast fell into the hands of the Turks ; they obtained possession of 
many places*in the interior, and during this Pacha’s stay at 
Jeddah Muhmnd bin Muhumud, the last chief of the Yemence 
Wahabees, was made a prisoner, and brought in chains to Jeddah, 
from.whence he was shipped off for Egypt. The Wahabee party 
in Yemen and Thehama being reduced, Muhmud Ali entered into 
a. negotiation with the Imam of Sennaa, to whose father the 
sovereignty of those places, now rescued from tho adherents 
of tho Wahabee, had formerly been subject. The present Imam 
was happy to accede to a proposal which would again restore to 
him a territory which he himself could not have reclaimed, and 
which for many years had been in a state of insurrection. The 
terms concluded were, the restoration of all places in the inte- 
rior which had belonged of right to the former Imam. The 
Turks were to evacuate Comfida, Loheia, and the seaports which 
they had blockaded, and to desist from all further hostilities. 
The Imam of Sennaa agreed to pay Muhmud Ali one lac of dollars 
a year as tribute; this was claimed by the Pacha on two grounds ; 
first, he alleged that former Imams had been tributary to the 
‘Grand Seignior, and had either paid this tribute in money or in 
coffee, through, the Sultans of Egypt; secondly, he had restored, 
after an expensive warfare, nearly a whole province which had not 
for many years paid any revenue to the Imam of Sennaaé. The 
Imam.allowed the second proposition, and was happy to be released 
from his apprehensions of the views of the Turks, whose: approach: 
seemed to threaten his independence, and who were nearly aig Ob 
noxious té°him as the Wahabees.’ ‘Khiilecl Pacha withdrew the 
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remains of his troops in a misorable, sickly. state, to Mecca, where 
he is to be stationed ; he occasionally visits Jeddah. 


Jcddah.—On the afternoon of 23rd January I was delighted to 
see an English vessel approach Jeddah; she proved to be the 
cruiser “ Prince of Wales,” which had passod up to Cossier, and 
now on-her return to Mocha. It was somewhat unlucky that she 
had not touched.on her way up, as it would have afforded me an 
opportunity to ddmmunicate with Mr. Salt, from whom I had not 
received a.reply, although the persons through whom fy letters 
had been forwarded, informed me of their having been delivered, 
and many letters from Ibrahim Pacha, written subsequent to his 
arrival at Cairo, had reached Jeddah. 


It would have becn highly gratifying to me to have learned His 
Highness Muhmud Ali Pacha’s opinion on the proceedings at 
Jeddah, and in what light he had viewed the conduct of his son, 
but I could not assure myself of the practicability of reaching Mocha 
by another conveyance before tho sailing of the “Prince of 
Wales.” I determined not to lose so favourable an opportunity of 
returning to Bombay, to report thus far the result of my mission, 
conceiving that the arrangement of the points in discussion could 
not be entrusted to a person better situated for adjusting them 


than the Consul General. 


The “ Prince of Wales” arrived at Mocha on the 11th of 
February, after a most tempestuous passage ; we were detained 
awaiting the reply to the despatch* which had been sent up to 
the Imam of Sennaa till: the 28th March, when we set sail for 
India, and reached Bombay on the 8th of May. 


- On my arrival I learned that the last letter received from mé 
was that written from Ul-Ahsa. Of the pilgrims who had at-, 


* This Ictter had been delivered at Mocha on 25th December ; the} journey. 
to Sennaa is to be accomplished ia 13 days, provided no impediments occur. Many 
obstacles were invented to create delay. A memorandum Nas been’ ‘handed to 
Government, annexed to the copy ‘of plan of Moclia, aa contains the remarks 
made during my stay at that- place. Se 


(197 


tempted to rocross the desert to the Persian Gulf, many had died 
of fatigue ; the few who arrived were stripped of everything they 
possessed, even to their shirts, and were treated in the most 
barbarous manner by the Bedouins. My Moonshee was one of 
the few who arrived; he had been plundered of every thing he 
possessed, letters, papers, &c. The Bedovins whom I despatched 
from Rus had never delivered their letters ; as only a part of the 
reward for conveying them had been paid, and the remaining 
sum, which was tho more considerable, was made payable on 
delivery at Kutteef, and of which they were perfectly confident, 
I am inclined to think that they were plundcred by the Bedcouins 
of the other tribes, through whose camps they must have passed. 


The papers of which the Moonshee had been deprived were by 
me considered as very interesting. They contained the names of 
all the places through which we had passed, written correctly in 
the Arabic character, and also the names of the tribes, with theirs 
divisions, or more properly a catalogue of the smaller tribes and 

‘families of which the principal ones are ‘composed, together with 
some remarks respecting them. This man was a native of Aboo- 
sheere, of the Sheeah faith; after performing the Zeearut at Medina, 

che set ‘off direct for Mecca, under a promise of rejoining me at 
Yamboo when he had becomo a Hajee, to which I freely con- 
sented. On arriving at Mecca he jomed the Hajees of his own 
persuasion, and they generally remain ten days after the Soonees 
to perform their devotions without interruption, to which they 
are very liable, as the Turks retain nearly the same antipathy to 
a Rafuzee as to a Christian. The Meerza unfortunately listened 
to the advice of.a Persian Khan, who had made a tour through 
Egypt, and had been the bearer of letters and. presents to Muh- 
mud Ali Pacha from the King of Persia, requesting the protec- 

‘tion of Muhmud Ali, in favour of the Persian Sheeah pilgrims ; 
he accompanied this Khan to Medina, where the great man de- 
parted this lifes and thence set out on his way to recross the 
desert. to, the. Persian Gulf, in. company with the caravan, of. pile: 
grims, which paid a large sum to Ibrahim, for. protecting..them 
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to Heeneckah, the frontier post of the Turks, who would 
not venture beyond this limit for any reward that could be offered. 
The Turks rcturned immediately to Medina, leaving the Bussorah 
and Persian pilgrims to the mercy of the Bedouins, who com- 
menced to exact money and plunder them. As they could not 
make good their return to Medina they had now no other alter- 
native than to submit. Muhmud Ali Pacha has contrived to 
mako himselfa persom of great consequence in the Mahomedan 
world, since the period of his having become the protector of the 
holy land of Mahomed. He receives every year the most flatter- 
ing letters, accompanied with rich presents sent by different’ Ma- 
homedan princes, even: from India, and the most distant parts. 
His Majesty the King of Persia has sent several letters prior to 
that alluded to this year, with a view to gain the good graces of 
tho Pgcha, and through his influence to obtain permission for 
some persons to visit Medina in his numo, and there to offer up 
“prayers, and make offerings at the shrine of the prophet; but in 
this object I can assure His Majesty he will nevor succeed. 
As I entortain sontiments of tho highest respect for tho king 
of kings, I would recommend him to effect his salvation through 
the medium of Ali, at whose shrine his diamonds, emeralds, 
rubies, and fecroozas, will be eagerly accepted, and through whoso 
intercession he has equally as good a chance of inducing the 
divine providence to defer the visit of Asrail, of whose approach 
it would be treason to offer the most distant hint to His Majesty. 
I fear if this pious king should ever fall into the hands of Mahomed 
Ali, ho would discover too late, that the Pacha has been one of 
that angcl’s most active and expert vicegerents. 


APPENDICES. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 
SzecRET DEPARTMENT, 


To Captain G. F. Sapte, &c. &e. &e. 


Sir,—The Right Honourable the panier in Council having 
jgeemed it necessary that an officer sheuld be intrusted with the 
‘A@hargo of a confidential despatch from His Excellency the Mosi 
. Noble the Goveraor General to His Excellency Ibrahim Pacha (son 
4 of the Pacha of Egypt) now in the command of the Turkish 
: army employed in Arabia against the Wahabee power inhabiting 
‘ the western coasts of the Gulf of Persia, and to concert tho 
necessary arrangemonts with His Excellency with a view to the 
complete reduction of that ‘power, I have the honor of acquaint- 
ing you that, having the most perfect reliance in your prudence 
and discretion, he has been pleased to confide the execution of 
this important service to you. 

2. You are already apprized that His Excellency Ibrahim 
Pacha had the good fortune, a few months since, to obtain pos- 
session of Deriah, and to seize the person of Sooltan bin Sacod,* 
the chieftain of the Wahabees, and that His Excellency has 
followed up his successes to the shores of the Persian Gulf, in- 
tending, as it is understood, to retaliate on the piratical tribes 
for the cruelties they have committed on the subjects of the 
Sublime Porté, to whom unfortunately thoso cruelties have not 
been confined, but have been extended to other states on this side 

of India. In effecting this object the Governor General is willing 
to afford His Excellency the aid of the British Government, and 
‘is therefore desirous that a communication should be had with 
_ Ibrahim Pacha for the purpose of learning from His Excellency 
in what manner the naval and military forces at our command ; 


“Abdvolah bin Sacod. - 
17 RA 
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can be best applied in conjunction with the Turkish army, in faci- 
bitating His Excellency’s operations in the reduction’ of the Jvassi- 
mees, and for inflicting on them that punishment with which 
crimes of such unparalleled atrocity require to be visited. 


8. You will therefore be pleased to embark on board the 
Honorable Company’s Cruiser “‘ Thetis,”? whose Commander has 
been instructed, as per-accompanying copy of my letter to tho 
Superintendent of Marime of the 7th instant, to receive you and 
convey you to one of tho ports in the Porsian Gulf in the posscssion 
of the Turkish forces, which, according to the intelligence you 
may be able to obtain at Muscat, may appear to be most conve- 
nient to enable you to effect a speedy communication with Ibra- 
him Pacha, and on meoting His Excellency, you will deliver to 
him the lettcr above mentioned, with the sword intended for His 
Excellency, as also a letter from the Right Honorable the Gover- 
nor of this Presidency, bearing His Excellency’s address ; copies of 
which, both in the English and Native versions, are now trans- 
mitted to you for your information, 


4. If, as most probably will be the case, His Bxcellency Ibra- 
him Pacha should be desirous of availing himself of the aid of the 
British Government, he will of course communicate freely with 
you on the plans he may have in contemplation, and you are 
authorized to assure His Excellency that as soon after tho 
termination of the monsoon as may be favourable for undertaking 
operations from hence, we shall be prepared to send an adequate 
naval and military force to the Gulf of Persia, for the purpose of 
co-operating with His Excellency in the reduction of Rus-ul- 
Khima, which will afterwards be delivered over to be garrisoned 
by the Turkish troops, provided His Excellency shall allot a 
competent force to the service of covering the siege. 


5. But whatever His Excellency’s plana may be with a view to 
further conquest, it will not be necessary that you should pledge 
the British Government to secure to His Excellency the possession 
of any such conquests without receiving further instructions from 
Government. 
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6. During your stay with His Excellency you will endeavour to 
ascertain the oxtent and description of the force under His Ex- 
cellency’s command, and the extent and nature of the assistance 
he may expect to derive from tho British Government. 

7. As it will be necossary that you should touch at Muscat on 
your way to tho Gulf, you will, on landing at that placo, solicit 
an interview of the Imam, and make known to him tho nacuro 
of the communication which you are authorizod to open with 
Ibrahim Pacha; you will likéwise ascertain from His Highness 
the nature and extent of the assistance he may be able to afford 
im the reduction of the piraticel ports. 

8. The Governor in Council directs me to transmit for your 
information a copy of a letter written by him to His Ilighnes. the 
Imam, the original of which will also be delivered tv you befvre 
your departure, informing him of the service confided to vou, 
together with a copy of his letter to His Highness, of the 15th 
January, as also an extract of a letter from Captain Taylor at 
Muscat, dated the 29th of that month. 

9.° During your residence in the Turkish camp, you will en- 
deavour to ascertain, with as much delicacy as possible, the 
nature of Ibrahim Pacha’s views in the further prosecution of his 
conquests on the Arabian shores of the Persian Gulf, without 
showing any material interost on the subject. 

10. You will also collect every possible information regarding 
the nature and resources of the country, the number and extent 
of the towns in the interior, and on any points which may appear 
to you to be interesting as connected with a country so little known. 

11. Having arranged all your plans, and received from His 

Excellency such communications as he may have to convey to 
His Excellency the Governor General or to the Governor of this 
Presidency, you will return to this place; first explaining to the 
officer in command of His Majesty’s and the Honorable Company’s 
ships employed in the Gulf, the plans you may have concerted, 
that he may regulate his conduct in the promotion of the 
measures which may have been decided upon for the attainment 
of the objects we have mutually in view. 
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12. Whilst employed on this duty the Governor in Council 
is pleased to allow you to draw a personal salary of Rupees 800 
per mensem from the Ist instant, and to charge on honor for 
your expenses, which you will be careful to confine within as 
narrow limits as possible. 


18. The Residents at Bushire and Bassora have been advised 
of your mission to the Turkish camp, and directed to afford you 
any assistance which you may. require 3 you will likewise draw 
on those officers, as you may find: to be most praticable and con- 
venient, for {gerequisite funds to meet your disbursements. 


14, You have been furnished with a stock of prescnts, for 
delivery to such of the Turkish officers as may meet you in 
your route, and who may assist you in your progress to and 
from tho Turkish camp. You will keep a regular return, showin g 
to whom these presents have been issued, and such as you may 
not find occasion to distribute, are to be delivered into store on 
your return to Bombay. | 


15. You will receive herewith a despatch for His Majesty’s 
Consul General in Egypt, advising him of your mission to the 
Turkish Camp, and enclosing copies of the letters addressed to His 
Excellency by the Governor General and the Governor of Bombay, 
which you will take an opportunity of forwarding to Mr. Salt by 
any of. His Excellency’s messengers that may be proceeding to 
Egypt, accompanied by a letter from yourself, explaining the na- 
ture of your reception, and the period’‘of your stay with His 
Excellency. ~ 


(Signed) WM. NEWNHAM, 
. Acting Chief Secretary‘ 


Bombay Castle, 13th April 1819. 
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Copy. 


To Ipranm Pacua. : 
Writlen Ind January 1819, 


I have been gratified by the information recently transmitted 
to me of the brilliant success of the arms of the Ottoman Empire 
under the personal direction of your Excellency. The particulars 
of the capture of Deriah having been communicated to me, 
I eagerly seizo the occasion of congratulating you on the ardent 
bravery and distinguished judgment and conduct by which:-he 
march of your army has been so early and so honorably signalized, 
and of which the proud result has been the entire defeat and 
downfall of a power, which, after an extraordinary and rapid rise 
to very considerable eminence, it was happily reserved for your 
Excellency finally to humble. The ground of offering my cougra- 
tulations and the pledge of their sincerity, are to be found in the 
circumstance of my having had the good fortune to be engaged in 
much friendly correspondence with your respected father, Moham- 
med Ali Pacha, the Viceroy of Egypt; the sentiments of respect 
and regard which I entertain for His Highness, and which his 
unvarying friendship and good will towards the British Government 
are so well calculated to foster and strengthen, must ever lead me 
to rojoice in the prosperous issue of exertions made under his 
auspices. But my gratification is, I assure you, much augmented 
by having congratulations to make on an occasion on which the 
glory of his son and the successes of his arms have become 
inseparably connected. 


It has been reported to me that your Excellency now. purposes 
to employ your. victorious troops in reducing to obedience the 
other refractory chiefs, and principally the Joassimees. It has 
probably come to your knowledge that the daring piracies and 
outrages committed by the last mentioned tribe in the Persian 
Gulf, and the cruelties which have been exercised by their 
crews, have algo placed them in the condition of enemies to the 
British Government. We have thence been led to contemplate 
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measures for their early chastisement, and I have reflected on 
thé probability of the object of your Excellency? s policy, and 
of our intended proceedings, being oxpediently attained by a 
combination of the efforts of the two Governments. A joint 
co-operation between the army which your Excellency commands, 
and a military and naval force to be furnished by the British 
Government, appears te me to be a most advantageous and 
desirable course. Should your Excellency’s judgment be inclined 
to approve this measure, I beg to refer you to the Right Honorable 
Sir Evan Nepoan, the Governor of Bombay, to whom my eenti- 
ments on this point are entirely known, and whose communica- 
tions respecting the mode of co-operation, and the period at 
which it can conveniently be carried into effect, I solicit you to 
regard in the same manner as if they came directly from myself. 
Should the design which I have had the honor to suggest 
to your Iixcellency’s considerations be adopted, the details 
of the arrangement will be most expeditiously and suitably con- 
certed betwoon your Excellency or your officers acting under 
sufficient powors, and gentlemen on the part of the British 
Government, furnished with ample authority and instructions 
‘from the Right Honorable the Governor of Bombay. 


As a slight token of personal esteem and consideration 
I entreat your acceptance of a sword, which will be transmitted 
from Calcutta, with this lctter, and will be forwarded to you by 
the Governor of Bombay. 


Believe, &c. 
(A True Copy) | 


(Signed) J. Apam, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 


(True Copy) 


(Signed) W. Newnuam, 
Acting Chief Secretary. 
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To His Exccllency Isranim Pacua. 


Although I have not hitherto had the honor of a direct corre- 

spondence with your Excellency, and personally unknown to you, 
I cannot refrain from taking advantage of the opportunity 
afforded to me by the transmission of a letter to your Excellency | 
from the Most Noble the Governor Gener:l, of offoring you my 
warmest congratulations on the brilliant successes with which 
the promptitude and energy of your measures for the destruc- 
tion of the Wahabee power, and the valoar of your troops, have 
been attended, which cannot fail to attract tho notice of you: 
august Sovereign, and to secure to your Excellency the adinira- 
tion and applause of your respected father, with whom I have 
been in habits of cordial correspondence. 


The splendid advantages gained by your Excellency, and the 
rapid advance of your army to the shores of the Persian Gulf, 
have led me to anticipate’that your Excellency will follow up. 
your successes for the suppression of the power of the Joassimces, 
who have so long infested ‘the Gulf, and have even oxtonded 
their piratical operations to the coasts of Arabia and Mckran, | 
in which they have been but too successful. 


It cannot have escaped your Excellency’s knowledge, that the 
unparalleled atrocities of the Joassimecs, and other piratical tribes 
in connection with them, have determined the British Govern- 
ment to have recourse to such measures as may be most effectual 
for inflicting upon them that chastisement which their cruelties 
Bo justly deserve. 

The naval and military force destined for this service will 
proceed to the Gulf of Persia as soon after the close of the mon- 
soon as the season may be favorable for that purpose, and under 
an impression that your Excellency may be desirous of availing 
yourself of the proximity of this force to act in concert with it, 
I have determined to depute Captain Sadleir, an officer who 
possesses: my ‘entire confidence, to your Excellency’s camp. for: 
the purpose of comunicatizig with your Excellency on this im- 
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portant subject. That officer will deliver to your Excellency 
_the letter from His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General to which I have alluded, and will, lam persuaded, feel no 
difficulty in satisfying your Excellency of the friendly disposition 
of the British Government, and in concerting with you such a 
plan of combined operations as will ensure the most complete 
attainment of the objects now in contemplation. 


Having thus communicated to your Excellency the general 
view of the British Government, I trust your Excellency will 
permit me to refer you to Captain Sadleir for particulars, and 
that you will accept the assurances of regard and esteem with 
which 

~ [have the honour to be, &c.*&c., 
(Signed) EVAN NEPEAN. 


Bombay Castle, bth April, 1819. 


(True copy) 
(Signed). Ww. Newnuam, 
Acting Chief Secretary. 


Oopy of a letter from the Right Honorable Sir Evan Nevean, Burt., 
Governor of Bombay, to the Imam of Musxat, dated the 12th 
April 1819. 


I have the pleasure of eee an your Highness’ obliging 
letter .of the 3rd of Rubeessanee in reply to the one I entrusted 
to Captain Taylor for delivery to your Highness, and I am happy 
that the information communicated in it, regarding, the measures 
to be adopted by this Government for the destruction of the 
piratical powers in the Gulf, proved satisfactory to your 
Pag mneee, 


I now take the liberty of introducing ¢o, your Highness 
Captain Sadleir, who is charged with 4 commission to his 
Excellency Ibrahim Pacha, the object of which is to concert with 
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His Excellency the plan of a joint co-operation against Rus-ul- 
Khima. That bfficer is completely in the confidence of Govern- 
ment, and will be ready to communicate with your’ Highness 


on any points connected with that object. 
(A true copy) 
(Signed) R. T. Goopwiy, 
Secretary and Translator in the Office of 
Country Correspondonce. 
(A True copy) 


(Signed) Wittiam Newnan, 


Acting Chief Secretary to Governmor t. 
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A. 
To the Right Honourable Sir E. Nrpgay, Bart., 
President and Governor in Council. 


Richt Honovnas.e Sir, 


I have the hononr to acquaint you that after a most tedious 
passage of twenty-four days the Honorable Company’s Cruiser 
“‘{hetis”? anchored in the cove of Muscat on the evening of 7th 
May. H.M.’s Ship “Curlew,” commanded by Captain Walpole, 
which sailed from Bombay ten days subsequent to our departure, 
arrived here early on the following morning, and I had the honour 
to pay my first visit to His Highness the Imam, accompanied by 
Captain Walpole and Lieutenant Tanner, when your letter to His 
Highness’s addross was presented by me. His Highness received 
the communication with apparent satisfaction, and expressed the 
high sense ho entertains of the friendly ulliance and good under- 
standing which has uniformly existed between the Honorable 
Company’s Government and his family, and from which he has 
recoived such constant support. As it was necessary to afford 
His Highness leisure to peruse your letter, our conversation was 
of course directed to other topics ; indeed His Highness’s Minister 
Sheikh Ali bin Fazel, who was the person deputed by the 
Imam to receive me, and arrange the interview, stated that he had 
been directed to intimate to me the wishes of the Imam on this 
particular occasion. The Minister and His Highness’s brother, 
Seynd Salim, were the only persons prosent on the part of the 
Imam, who introduced each of them in their respectiye situations. 

His Highness communicated to Captain Walpole the informa- 
tion received at Museat of the return of twelve Joassmee vessels, 
which had been traced. as faf as ‘Bab-ul-Mandul. It appears that 
of the seventeen vessels which sailed from Ras-ul-Khima, twelve 
have been spoken with off Fuzeerah, a small harbour situated 
between Khor-Chelha and Khor-fekhan, a place lately taken 
‘possession of by the Joassmee pirates, and where these twelve 
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boats had touched about four days ago to obtain information. Their 
cruise has beerattonded with very little advantago, os they are 
reported to have captured only two small boats belonging to 
Socrota, and the value of which must bo very trifling. 


This information induced. Captain Walpole to determine on 
joining the Imam’s vessels cruising off Cape Mussendom, and 
His Highness having addressed lctters to the Commanders of 
those vessels, the “Curlew” put to sea on tho evening of the 8th 
instant. 


His Highness’s Minister called on me on the evening of 8th, and 
entered into a long discussion on tho subject of tho intended ex- 
pedition, which I son discovered was introduced as a prelude to 
inquiries which he had been directed to make os to the purjose 
of my mission to the Turkish camp, and although he ondeavoured 
to conceal both lis anxiety and curiosity, it was ovidont that ‘is 
mind, or possibly his master’s mind, was not altogether at rest 
on this point. I assured him that the British Govornment was 
extremely anxious to witness a good understanding between the 
Turkish general and His Highness the Imam; that the friondly 
intercourse which has subsisted between His Highness Maho- 
med Ali Pacha and the British Government may bo considered as 
the best security for the foundation of the friendship, which I 
trusted would be more closely cemented between the Imam and 
His Excellency Ibrahim Pacha, whose exertions and persever- 
ance in exterminating the Wahabecs have. justly entitled him to 
our praise ; and the success which has hitherto attended tho arms 
of Ibrahim Pacha must, no doubt, have materially affectcd the 
political state of this country, aud conduced to the safety and 
tranquillity & His Highness the Imam’s dominions, as well as to 
the advancement of the general happiness and security of the 
‘neighbouring states. That His Excellency Tbrahim Pacha was of 
course aware of the friendly relations existing between the Bri- 
tish Governmené and His Highness the Imam ; therefore on that 
head it was unnecessary to enter into a discussion on points 
which i in all reasonable expectations never couldarise. requested 
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him to convey to the Imam these my sentiments and opinions on 
this subject, and to solicit an interview on the following ma Ld which 
he promised to effect. 


On the morning of the 9th the Minister again called on me, and 
again agitated the subject introduced yesterday. I dered every 
argument that could possibly tend to convince him how unneces- 
sary such surmiscs must eventually prove. He then communi- 
cated the intelligence he had received on the evening of 8th, sub- 
sequont to his visit to mo, that the Fort of Brimee (situated in 
tho interior, about two days’ march from Rus-ul-Khima, and an 
equal distance from Shargch) had been surrendered to an officer 
of the Imam’s, who had been deputed to offer conditions and 
torms to Buttal Wahabee. This chief had been induced to with- 
draw from the interests of his former associates, who were inclined 
to effect his removal, and possibly his death. Under these 
circumstances he conceived it prudent to effect a reconciliation 
with the Imam , who has promised Jim protection, and finding 
himeelf pressed on the one hand by Sultan-bin-Suggar and Rushud- 
bin-Humeed, who were originally joined in league with the 
Ros-ul-Khima Joassmees, but at the prosent moment, as the 
Minister states, separated in their interests. Buttal followed the 
more prudent measure of surrendering to the Imam, and the chiefs 
of the district of Brimeo have swérn allegiance to the Imam, 
whose officers now return possession of the place; Sultan-bin- 
Suggar of Shargeh, and his associate Rushud-bin-Humeed of 
Ajmaan, wish to induce the Imam to deliver over Brimee to 
Suggar, who says he will retain it for the Imam, with whom they 
_are at present inclined to court an apparent friendship. I offered 
some romarks on the danger of His Highness being deluded by false 
appearances, and recommended the Minister to be cautious in 
advising a temporary reconciliation by which thase enemies to 
society may screen themselves at the moment they expect to be 
visited with the punishment they deserve. 


I proposed to accompany the Minister agreeable to the 
arrangement of yesterday, byt he excused himself for the present, 
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and said it would be better to defer till evening our visit to the 
Imam, who*was at present sitting in public, where such matters 
could not be fitly discussed ; that the Imam expected the arrival 
of the Brimee chief on the morning. of the 10th; would wish to 
‘defer tilthen our second interview. To this paocdeal I objected, 
as I wished fo convey to His Highness the expectations - 
entertained by the British Government of his cordial support 
in the ensuing expedition, which formed the subject of my 
mission to Muscat, but that I of course would attend on the 
morning of the 10th. The Minister promised to arrange an iti- 
terview in the evening, but on his arrival, about five o’clock, I 
found him inclined to enter upon some other topics not at all 
connected with the object of my visit to Muscat, and that he was 
still inclined to defer to some distant period the explanation which 
Trequired. I therefore urged the necossity of adhering to, the 
promise made in the forenoon, on which he departed, and I was 
shortly after summoned to attend tho Imam. The subjegt of the 
conference I shall minutely detail. 

On the evening of tho 9th I obtained an interview with His 
Highness, on which occasion he was attended by his Minister 
Sheikh Alie-bin-Fazell, and Goolah Anaondass, the accredited 
Broker of the Honorable Company, was present. His Highness 
shortly after my arrivalgremarked that in tho letter which I had 
presented to him, he observed that it was intended I should pro- 
ceed to Deriah to the camp of His Excellency Ibrahim Pacha, to 
concert with that General; also on the intended expédition; to 
which I replied i in the affirmative. His Highness said. that he 
had ‘occasion to write to Ibrahim Pacha respecting Bahrein, but 
that as he had not received an answer he presumed that it was 
| necessary inall cases to await a reply from or reference to: His 
Highness) Muhamud Alie Pacha, as Ibrahim Pacha could not act in 
‘those’ mat srs without orders; that. the delay would certainly 
exceed the period fixed for the sailing of the axpedition, and he 
wished to know whether the’ expédition would be deferred’. ‘all 
my retarn,’which even from Deriah could not possibly ” “be. ex- 
 pected;‘ as he surmised, previous to the period allnded tc 
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replied that no. delay, whatever. should be..imputed to me, as I 

should exert my: utwast diligence ; that if Ibrahim Pacha coin- 
cided in our views, I conceived. it would be unnecessary to refer 
to Muhumud Alie Pacha ; that I extertained little doubt on these 
- two-points, and that the expedition, as has been stated to- him, 
’ is now in preparation, therefore would of course be in readiness 
to proceed ; however, that it was not atall likely that my not 
returning would interfere in the arrangements. His Highness 
repeatedly endeavoured to -impress on my mind the impossibility 
of accomplishing. my. journey in time to convey an answer ; after 
which.he.inquired of me if I.had heard of the conduct of Ibra- 
him Pacha.toward the Arabs at Deriah, or elsewhere, intimating 
that cruelties had been committed by that General. Of this 

accusation I declared my ignorance, and His Highnoss replied 
that,on my arrival there I would be better informed. I used 
every argument to remove from the mind of the Imam any 
unfavomgble impression he may entertain of Ibrahim Pacha, by 
drawing his attention to the conduct. of Mahomed Alic Pacha in 
Egypt, and to the good understanding existing between the British 
Government and His. Highness, and repeated all the arguments 
that I had adduced in the two conferences. with his Minister on 
this subject..: He asked me if it was possible to effect the object 
witRout the, interference of strangers, gr without calling for tho 
assistance of the Turkish army. I replied that if it were. possible 
I should be happy to pay attention and deference to his opinions 
if he would do me the favour to communicate them;. and that I 
should..even convey them to my Government; but -however : I: 
conceived it:my. duty to. draw-his attention to. the communication 
he had made to Captain Teylor. It may appear inconsistent 
that at one period he should have proposed to. offer hie ewn vessels 
in aid. pf the..Pacha’s viows, and now entertain any: difficulty as. 
to the ‘policy ‘of joining. us in conjunction. with tf: Tarkish: 
army, as this: proposal. from himeelf. was the most particular 
inducement. to expect his.most cordial assistance, particularly .as 
he had led Captain Taylorte Suppose that he did not lalour'tinder 
any apprehension: from the -wiews-of the Pacha towards -himself: 


I therefore trusted that his mind was’ perfectly: at rest on this 
point, and cfneldded with these remarks, which had pons com" 
municated in the morning to his Minister.’ 

The expedition contemplated at the ee crisis is intended 
to consigg, of nearly four times the number of troops, and of & 
much more formidable naval equipment than that whichgHis High 
ness had the pleasure to’ witness on a former occasion, therefore: 
the assistance to be afforded us in the completion of our view 
must of course ‘be on an equally-enlarged atid-extensive scale ; 
the benefits resulting from such combined efforts on so efficient 
and general « plan must be self-evident; and it is probable that 
His Highness will gain more direct aaventage-* from these ence 
than any chief or power concerned. ; 

His Highness must be perfectly aware that the British Gov ort: 
ment does not contemplate either increase of territory or reventes 
by the subjection of the Wahabees or the Joassmeo pirates p «ur 
Government is stimulated most particularly by a desire tésavengo 
the insults and injuries “offered to the peaceable mhabitants’ 
of neighbouring states in terms of amity with us, from the 
connection with whom by trade and intercourse, our subjects 
‘certainly derive mercantile influence and profit; as far as re- 
lates individually to ourselves’ we: have it in our power to 
protect our own trade by our: ships of war; our policy is Sot 
limited'to our own private view, and we expect that all: powers in 
amity with us, whose locality enables them to afford assistance, 

‘will come-forward, and enter in the subjugation of — oe 
tribes, affording every possible assistance. 

The letter addressed to His Highness and delivered: ‘to: him by 
Captain‘Taylor most fully explains the feelings which aetuate the 
British Government with respect to our intentions towards. himself, 
and of our sincere desire to witness a: ee noaeeihaaeling 
between His Highness and. Tbrahim Pacha. i ee 
-E next brought: to his ‘recollection’ the. benofite ‘which had 
resulted from*Ibrahim Pacha’s perseverance in: the. war -agaitest 
the: Wah#bees, ‘and the policy::of availing ourselves: ‘of: “his 
proximity to ‘completely effect the’ purpose “proposed. - I 
brought forward an argument adduced by His Highness him- 
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self, as to the possibility of the Turkish army being caranwed! 
and argued the bad policy of procrastination. Aftér some con- 
sideration His Highness distinctly replied to me that he had 
long since determined on one point, to which he should strictly 
adhere ; for although he acknowledged the truth of many of 
my argumgnts, he had determined not to allow his troops to 
associate on shore in concert with the Turkish ,army, as the 
consequences may be fatal to him ; and further that he could not 
compel his troops to obey such ander but that he would give a 
general assurance of support and assistance whenever the expedi- 
tion should arrive; that he would accompany the expedition himself, 
and embark five thousand troops to act in concert and associate with 
the British, effecting any purpose in conjunction with our troops 
which the capacity of his army would admit of; but that it must 
be expressly understood that if the Turkish army acted in the 
interior he could not be called upon to associate his troops with 
him ; that if the Turkish army should not be called upon he would 
endeavour.to procure a sufficient force to act in the interior ; also 
that at the present moment he could not enter into particulars, 
but would defer till to morrow the future deliberations ; however, 
that His Highness’s objection to associate with Ibrahim Pacha’s- 
army on shore precluded him from committing to writing any 
par® of those assurances; and in reply toa question which I urged 
with delicacy, but with reference to the capture of Ras-ul-Khima 
on the former occasion, His Highness declared his incapacity to 
retain it, if it was even offered to him, alleging the expense. 
attendant on this measure as an insurmountable barrier. His 
Highness having expressed his acknowledgment of the delicacy 
observed on my part in offering my opinions and arguments to 
his consideration, I withdrew, on his appointing the following 
day for a second conference. | 

On the morning of the 10th I had the pleasure to receive a 
communication from the Minister, that His Highness had fully 
reconsidered the remarks which I had the pleasuye to offer for 
his consideration on the foregoing evening, and that at or before 
eleven he would be happy to accompany me to the presence of 
the Imam. 
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T accordingly met the ‘Minister, and after some general remarks 
he said that all difficulties would be easily removed; we therefore 
proceeded to the Imam’s Palace. We found His Highness and 
his brother scated with him. After a little hesitation the Imam 
said he would enter into any particulars that were considered 
necessary. We therefore entered upon the state of the Soassmees 
as they now exist. 


His Highness represented their power to be on. the declino 
since the overthrow of the Wahabece chief, and which has givon 
rise to the want of confidence in the different chiefs towards 
each other, or rather the conviction of the determination of each 
to advance his own interests at the expense of his neighbour's. 
This state of things he conceives to be very favourable; the want 
of a leader of taleats and the present confined and cramped state 
of the Joassmees since the, overthrow of the Wahabees may pro- 
bably breed dissension among them. Very fow of those: who 
escaped from Deriah have joined the J oassmees; he does not 
estimate the number at more than threo hundred, The follow- 
ing estimate of the whole force of the Joassmees, as they now 
“exist, ho had collected from tho very best authority, and consi- 


ders it as authentic :— Foot. 

Joined from the remains of the Wahabee forcesay 300 
1. Bukha, contains only ...... peeeuscesaeeennteuiaes 20 
2. Shaam ..... puloeusimed cinerea aatauatanmsueenees 150 to 200 
Bo, ARUMS s occudiccisdaememenseseniwaniidetawieasiantecal 200 
4, Ras-ul-Khima, large boats 25, small 75, and 3,000 
5. Humrah, all joined at Ras-ul-Khima. 
6. Qomul Goweyn, large boats 1 small 30 ...... 400 
7. Ajmaan re A 4 85 ow. 1,000 

8. Fusht, with). 
9, Shargeh, and \ re 12 ,, 150... 1,280 

,10. Aboo Heyle J 
11. Dubyee oT A 55 100° cisun 800 
46_,, 390 _...... 7,200 


Boo Dubyee (Khyram Bineeysas), large 5, small 300; 8,000 foot. 
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This last port can scarcely be considered asa pirate port, having 
been long disunited from Ras-ul-Khima. 


To the east of Cape Mussendom is the small buoy of Tageerah, 
which serves as a look-out port on this side for boats coming up 
the Gulf. As before remarked in the 2nd paragraph of this letter, 
from Tugeerah or from .Dubah an Arab Causid can pass the 
mountains to Rus-ul-Khima in fourteen hours; the road from 
Dubsh is passable for foot and horse, and even for small guns, and 
the journey can be effected in two days. 


The present disposition of the Shargeh chief may orobebly 
induce him, as well as the chief of Ajmaan, to remain disunited 
from the chief of Rus-ul-Khima pending the hostilities. His High- 
ness has therefore declared his intention to use his endeavours to 
effect this object, although he recommends the whole to meet with 
the same fate that may aticnd Rus-ul-Khima. 


I then proposed to His Highness that we should take into con- 
sideration the measures to be adopted in the offensive operations. 
After some circumlocution and argument, His Highness agreed to 
the following arrangoments, which he requested me to commit to® 
writing, and to transmit to your Honourable Board, in reply to 
that part of my instructions touching the nature and extent of the 
assistance he may be able to afford in tho reduction of the pira- 
tical port, 


With a view to preventing the fugitive Joassmees of Rus-ul- 
Khima from entering into Oman, His Highness intends to post a 
sufficient number of men in the passes of the mountaimms, pending 
the operations against Rus-ul-Khima, should the services of those 
men not be required in consequence of the arrival of the Pacha’s 
army ; but if that event does not take place His Highness will 
be prepared to co-operate by land with a force of seven thousand | 
foot, one hundred and thirty cavalry, and fifteen hundred camels, to 
proceed by the passes above Rus-ul-Khima, and invest that place ; 
he himself will accompany the expedition in a ship of war, and take 
with him at least one thousand men to be landed and to act in 
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conjunction with the British force, it being understood, that if 
Ibrahim Pacha’s force acts by land the Imam’s foree will all 
proceed by sea, except that part required for the purpose already 
stated of guarding the passes into Oman; the necessary precau- 
tions will of course be taken to prevent the Arab and Turkish 
soldiery being employed in conjunction with each other, and 
their camps shall be at all times separate. 

The next assistance to be afforded on his part appeared to be 
the supply of boats to assist in the disombarkation of troops, 
baggage, &c. Unfortunately the number of the description re- 
quired for that purpose is much diminished within thesefew years. 
His Highness stated that he could not promise a greater number 
than seventy, but if possible he would increase the number to one 
hundred, each cepable of conveying from thirty to fifty men. 

With respect to water and firewood His Highness stated that a 
sufficiency of each should be supplied at His Highness’s expense, 
but that cattle and such other supplies as were necessary would 
be procured more readily-by our own Commissary, who would 
pay only the regulated price, His Highness exerting his influence 
to prevent over-charge. 

His Highness consents to employ two of his ships for the con- 
veyance of stores, or in whatever way they may be best applied, 
agreeable to the wishes of the British Government, at whose dis- 
posal two ships will be placed, whenever the Right Honourable 
the Governor in Council may intimate his wishes on that subject 
to His Highness. 


His Highness will continue to keep up a correspondence with 
the Government of Bombay on all subjects connected with the 
advancement of the preparations for the expedition, and will 
forward every information that he may obtain relative to any 
alterations that may take pla¢e in the force or numbers of the 
Joassmee pirates, so that the Government may at all times be 
perfectly acquainted with the actual stato of their power. 

His Highness concluded with a general assurance of support and 
assistance, and stated that any measures adopted by the British 
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Government should meet with his warmest support ; that in- 
Wypewent of the particulars here enumerated, he would be happy 
to forward the views of Government by attending to any arrange- 
ments that might have been omitted in the foregoing outline. 

I have every reason to imagine that His Highness will use his 
best efforts to complete his arrangements so as to enable him to 
fulfil the cngagcoments and assurances which I have now the honor 
to transmit tv your Honourable Board, and I trust I shall not 
be deemed presumptuous in offering my opinion on the motives 
which I imagine induced the Imam to hesitate at the first inter- 
view. It is very obvious that the introduction of Ibrahim Pacha’s 
force and tho proximity of the scene of action to the boundary of 
His Highnoss’s territory, arotwosubjects which give rise to feclings 
of jealousy and suspicion in the mind of the Imam, particularly 
whon it is recollected that the Pacha’s views towards obtaining 
possession of Bahroin have become public, and that he has not 
satisfied the Imam’s inquiries on that subject. The Imam there- 
fore in tho first stance appears to have had in view the possibi- 
lity of inducing me to givo up the idea of proceeding to Deriah, 
first arguing the distance and delay, next the possibility of 
effecting the overthrow of the’ Joassmees without the assistance 
of the Pacha. Not having carried this point, he next assayed to 
obtain a plodge from me on the part of the British Government. 
To this I invariably replied by repeating that part of the letter 
addressed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to 
His Highness, and on no occasion did I exceed the limits of the 
assyrances conveyed in that address. 

As it is probable I shall touch ot Muscat on my return to 
Bombay at a period when it will be necessary to observe whether 
these preparations are ina state of forwardnoss, I trust I shall 
then be favored with directions for the guidance of my conduct 
under the following circumstances. First, should Ibrahim Pacha 
docline to move any part of his army to so great a distance from 
Doriah or Lahissa, what further assistance to the éccomplishment 
of the views of tho British Goverament would be required on the 
part of the Imam of Muscat’? Secondly, should Ibrahim Pacha 
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accept the proposals offered to him, what assurances may I feel 
myself at liberty to make to the Imam of Muscat in order to set 
his mind at rest, and to suppress the doubts which he appears to 
enfértain of the Pacha’s views ? 





From the information I have collected here from other sources Ss 
I do not imagine that the Imam has underrated the forces of the 
Joasmees, neither can I learn from any authority on which I 
could depend, that the Arabs of the interior will come forward to 
assist the Joassmees of Rus-ul-Khima; if they were inclined to 
join their former associates the number of men they could bring 
into the field would not exceed three thousand; and if the Brimee 
chief and his associates can be depended upon, even that number 
would be considerably diminished. It appears that the Imem’s 
force amounts to twenty thousand foot-men, distributed throu ¢h- 
out the villages and along the coast ; but although every Arab is a 
soldier and armed, it is not to be supposed that the army is dis- 
posable ; of the twenty thousand foot it is probable ten thousand 
may be collected at one point, and of his cavalry not more than 
one hundred and thirty, or one hundred and fifty. 


I shall not presume to offer an opinion on the qualifications of 
His Highness’s army, as they have been already brought to the 
notice of your Honourable Board by officers who have had a better 
opportunity of forming an opinion on that subject, during the 
former expedition. 


_I have been this day honored by the receipt of His Highness’s 
amended letter, in which he has been pleased to authenticate the 
assurances and promises of assistance communicated by His High- 
nesa’s desire in this despatch, and I trust that the Right Honour- 
able {he Governor in Council (to whose address His Highness’s 
despatch is addressed, in reply to that with which I had the honour 
to be entrusted) will be pleased to approve of the ue of ie 
endeavours to promote the views of Government. 


I have the Honour to acquaint you that I have availed myself of 
the very able advice and extensive information communicated to 
me by Captain Lock, R.N. I have ‘in ‘consequence determined 
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to proceed in the first instance to, Bushire, with a view to obtain- 
ing correct information respecting the harbour of Kutteif, and 
the route to Deriah, where I hope I may have the good fortune 
to find His'Excellency Ibrahim Pacha’s camp situated. The re- 
ports in circulation here do not promise an easy access to Deriah, 
but of this I shall be able to speak with more certainty after my 
arrival at Bushire. . 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


Muscat, 15th May 1819. 


To the Honourable M. E.pamsrone, 
Governor and President in Council, Bombay. 
Honovrastz Sir, 


I have the honour to acquaint your Honourable Board, that my 
intention of returning to Bussorah having been frustrated, as 
mentioned in my letter of 26th August, I was under the necessity 
of proceeding towards Medina, in the neighbourhood of which 
city I was met by His Excellency’s Peshkur Aghasee, who had 
received instructions to conduct me to Bir Alee, situated three 
miles on the other side the city. The circuitous route which this. 
guide selected, to preclude the possibility of my beholding this seat 
of Mahomedan superstition and fanaticism, protracted our arrivul 
till night, when I was indebted to His Excellency’s Physician, an 
Italian gentleman, for the hospitality of my reception. 


His Excellency visited Bir Alee the following evening (eth 
September) at a late hour, and as he was not provided with any 
uvcommodation for public reception he alighted at the tent of the 
gentleman to whom I have before alluded, and deputed him tg re- 
quest I would pay him a visit, at which ceremony would be dis- 
pensed with, and public business would not be introduced. I at- 
tended His Excellency, who received me courteously, and on his 
offering an apology for the length and fatigues of the journey I had 
been obliged to endure, I expréssed my regret that I had not 
had the good fortune to reach His Excellency’s camp when at 
Deriah, which would have afforded me the satisfaction of offer- 
ing the congratulations of the British authorities in India, by 
whom I had been deputed to His Excellency, on the spot which 
had been the scene of His Excellency’s victories and successes. 
To this His Excellency replied that unforeseen events and disap- 
pointments had precluded the possibility of my joining him at 
an earlier period, and that his departure from Rus was occasioned. 
by very ungent business at Medina; that my return from 
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Rus to Bussorah would not have met with his wsiciinles » as 
the route was unsafe, and he could not have detached an escort. 

His Excellency’s inquiries were then directed to India and the 
British Government established there, of which he appeared to 
possess a very superficial knowledge. After a conversation, 
which was protractéd till midnight, His Excellency expressed a 
wish to confer with me on the subject of the communications I 
was entrusted with, and appointed the following morning. As 
my tents were conveniently situated, His Excellency proposed 
that the interview should take place there. He then retired to 
his harem, which was encamped at Bir Alee. 

On the morning of the 9th I had the honour to receive His Ex- 
cellency, and to present to him the despatches of the Most Noble 
the Governor General, and the Right Honorable the Governor in 
Council of ‘Bombay, both of which His Excellency appeared to pe- 
ruse. His Excellency, addressing himself to me, remarked, that 
heretofore he had not been honored with any direct communication 
from the Government of India, and had only been known to that 
Government through the medium of the friendly correspondence 
which had existed between his father and the British authoritie, 
in India. To which I replied, that the present communication 
was¢he foundation of a personal and permanent friendship, which 
‘I trusted would be continued without any interruption. I then 
presented to His Excellency the sword which had been entrusted 
to my charge. His Excellency appeared highly gratified by the 
congratulations offered, and the favor which accompanied them. 

After o short complimentary conversation, His Excellency 
directed the attendants to withdraw, and again perused the des- 
patches which I had the honour to present. During the confiden- 
tial communication which ensu&d, His Excellency informed me that 
the policy of this expedition had been entrusted to his father’s 
guidance by the Ottoman Court. His Excellency’s instructions 
had limited his operations to Deriah, but that he was not aware 
of the ultimate views. which | had actuated that court'to set on foot 
the expedition. On the fall of Deriah His Excellency awaited 
further instructions, which arrived from. Constantinople ; directing 
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the total destruction of Deriah, and eventually the evacuation of 
the whole country, the revenues of which were reported insuffi- 
cient to defray the expenses of the troops required for its protection 
during His Eixcellency’s stay at Deriah. Awaiting these orders 
he had pushed a post as far as Ul-Ahsa and Kateef, to procure 
supplies, his army being in the greatest distress, and that at that 
period a friendly intercourse with the British would have proved 
of the first importance. 

His Excellency expressed his regret at the altered state of 
affairs, which would preclude the possibility of his meeting the 
wishes of the Most Noble the Govérnor General, in whose views 
he would have been most happy to have coincided at an eurlier 
period, had he been acquainted with the intentions of the British 
authorities; ho however considered the communication to be of 
sich importance as to require a reference to His Highness the 
Viceroy, without whose instructions he was averse to form a reply 
to the despatches. 

My anxiety to prevent a further detention, induced me to 
express a hope that His Excellency would reconsider the subject, 
and if possible, avoid the delay which must ensue in awaiting an 
wnswer from Cairo. His Excellency would not however acquiesce 
in my solicitations, and I found myself obliged to consent to his 
roferring a subject to Cairo, which had been most fully elucidated 
cre I had the misfortune to enter the province of Nedjed. 


His Excellency requested me to address a letter to Mr. Salt, 
explanatory of the communications I had made to him, and to 
transmit it as an accompaniment to the despatches which he should 
forward to His Highness Muhmnd Ali Pacha, who may refer to 
or censult with Mr. Salt,if necessary. I therefore transmitted the 
lottor of the Chief Secretary of Government to Mr. Salt’s address, 
and laid before him the particulars of the conference, with a 
request to use his influence to expedite my departure for India. 

As the port of Jeddah promised the most probable chance of 
procuring a passage to Mocha, I requested His Excellency to 
permit me to accompany him on the route towards Mecca, and 
thence to Jeddikh, there to await his return from the pilgrimage ; 
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to which hé at first accorded, bat ultisnstely altered my destina- 
tion for Yamboo.on the plea of the inconvenience which would 
arise froni detaching a few horsemen for the two stages from the 
point where these roads separate. His Excellency: mentioned his 
determination of returning via Yamboo, where he purposed to 
afford me the honor of another interview, and there arrange his 
-geply. Iwas therefore obliged to proceed with the escort which 
protected His Excellency’s harem to Yamboo, from whence they 
“were to be embarked for Suez. My stay at this miserable place was 
_rendered particularly unhappy by a violent attack of fever. In this 
forlorn situation I had neither the comfort of medical assistance nor 
had I medicines to use. The courier returned to Yamboo on 19th 
October with the unpleasant intelligence of Mr. Salt’s absence 
from Cairo, but as this man was the bearer of letters from His 
Highness Muhumud Ali Pacha to His Excellency Ibrahim Pacha, 
who had been for some time at Jeddah, I determined to embark 
on the first boat I could procure and proceed to J eddah, which 
7 place I reached in an open boat in four days. 


Although I arrived early on the forenoon of 27th, I was unable 

*to procure any accommodation on shore till the aftcrnoon of the 

. following‘day. His Excellency’s attention was so occupied with 
the affairs of the Government of his Pashalick, that I experienced 
considerable difficulty in obtaining an interview, at which the 
Pacha informed me, that he would be at leisure at a future period 
-to converse on the subject of the reply. I ventured to urge a re- 

‘quest that he would nominate any of his Ministers or officers 
through whom” ‘Tmay communicate, pave to this request he did 
not appear to attend. : 


At my second interview, after a lapse of many ig His Excel- 
. leney expressed his regret at the delay, which he said had origin- 
cated it in his not being able to procure a scribe capable of drawing 
“up an A a ic letter, but that be would order further enquiry, and 
that he purposed to draw up 8 letter, expressing | his regret that 
the communication had riot been made at an earlier period, which 
would have enabled him to unite in ‘the views of the British 
Government. 
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His Excellegoy expressed: & wish. te send an. ‘Arab hore: and 
mare, requesting me to take charge of: they, and be the medium — 
of presenting them:to the: Most Noble, the Governor General; to 
which I of course assented... His: Excellency. then expressed: his 
interttion of conferring s mark of favour on me, and said he should 
also send a.hotse for my acceptance, for which I returned my 
acknowledgments to His Excellency, who informed me that he 
had ordered a boat: ' (buggelo) to be in readiness to: convey me to 
Mocha. | | 


As it was necessary 5 that I should be sconeinted with the reply 
of His Excellency, I requested that I might be favored with a copy, 
which may become necessary in the event of accident, and in order 
to enable me to form a translation, to which His Excellency gave 
his consent. 


On 14th November the draft of the letter was went to me, with 
a request that I would return it after perusal, and send the title 7 
and. address of the Most Noble the Governor General. I com- 
plied by transmitting a copy from the letter in my possession in 
which the title Ushruf-ul-Ushraf, forms a part. To this a 
very serious objection was stated, as appertaining solely to: the 
Mahomedan Prophet. To obviate difficulties, and prevent c#vil 
as to words, I remarked to the person who was sent. to point out 
the objection, that the title Umjud-ul-Umjad may be easily 
substituted. His Excellency’ canvassed this subject with much 
. more warmth than good sense. To me the. expression appeared 
| inoffensive. The title of His Highness Abbass Meerza is nearly 
the same, Nuwab-i-Ushrof, and the different. modes.of this. root 
are used in a variety of forms to express nobility and pre-emi- 
nence in the “system of letter-writing in vogue, —— the 
. etist, as well i in the Arabic « ag. _the Pageian da His Expel- | 
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| In this’ case 5 al? par ‘and objections’ were "vi 71g ated. tri ithe’ pro. - 
posal of the introduction of an ‘epithet gonveying | the fame 
pense, * |: | i a 
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= Avviait from three or a of His Excellency’ s Saigés, who came 
to request § a present, or donation, was the only further intimation 
that, ‘reached me. ‘respecting. the horses, which His Excellency 
had directed to be embarked on the boat i in which it was intended 
I should proceed to Mocha. In this instance he-had studiously 
avoided to do me the honour, or pay me the compliment of per- 
mitting me to see the animals which he had specially requested 
me to be the medium of presenting, and regarding which he had 
consulted with me at the last interview, but on this subject. I 
offered no remark. 


One of His Excellency’s iaeatiss brought to my residence 
mapype part of a set of horse furniture which he said he had been 
‘directed to deliver as an appendage to the horses intended for 
the Most Noble the Governor General, and that they had been sent. 
in an open or loose state by the Treasurer. These consisted of 
a headstall, breastplate, and saddle-cloth, silver mounted and gilt, 
and pair, of stirrups of silver. On viewing the saddle cloth it was 
impossible t to avoid observing the tattered condition and ragged ap- 
pearance which it presented, and which marked it to have been a 
- useful appendage to His Excollency on many former occasions. It 
did not appear to me that in offering my opinion on a subject on 
which I had been previously consulted, there could be any risk of 
offending against the rules of Turkish politeness, and of which I 
do not propose to plead a total i ignorance. I directed the bearer 
to return in company with the person who was to convey a mes- 
“sage to the Chaia on the subject, informing that Minister, that I 
deferred the acceptance of the sdddle furniture, till I should have 
an opportunity of conversing with him on the subject, and for 
which purpose I requested to be informed when and where I 
should have the honour of waiting on him. On the return of His 
Exocellency’s messenger the articles were given to him to be con- 
veyed to'the ‘Treasurer, ‘ill an explanation with the Oheia should 
take place. As the Chae did nét inform me when he would be at 
Jeisuretoreceivemé; Thad no opportunity of conversing with him. 
‘His Exeellency’s Hukeem Bashee, who: generally acted as inter- 
“preter, was then called upon to discover the motive or grounds for 
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my offering an objection.’ I acquainted t that tpontleman with the | 
circumstances, and requested him to convey to His Exeellency. 
my readiness to wait on him, and offer my explanations personally. 2 
His Excellency preferred an explanation through the interpreter, 
and I offered the following :—“That the trappings were not a 
necessary accompaniment, and as they could not be procured 
in a new or fresh state, it was more politic they. should be 
‘dispensed with.” I authorized the interpreter in the event of 
His Excelloncy requiring a farther explanation, to offer my opinion, ° 
“that articles which had been used could: not be considered a 
suitable present to a nobleman filling so high an official situa- 
tion under the British Government as the sta a of Hastings 
now fills.” _ | 


His Excellency directed tho Hukeem Buashoe to convey tho 
following message to me: ‘‘ That as I had offered an objection on 
the subject of the trappings, His Excellency had ordered the 
horses to be disembarked, that the reply was annulled, and tiie 
letters ordered to be destroyed, and that His Excellency directed 
me to depart on the morrow in the boat which had been prepared © 
to convey me to Mocha; that His Excellency on arriving at Cairo 
would address a letter to the Most Noble the Governor General, 
returning the sword which had been presented.” 


To this message there remained only one reply to offer—‘ that 
under any other circumstances } should have accepted the accom- 
modation of the buggalow; that I should now procure a vessel at, 
my own expense to convey me to the destination I my. now prefer, 
and at such time as would best suit my convenience.’ 


- His Excellency sailed from Jeddah direct for Cossair on 17th 
November, which circumstance appears at variance with the former 
arrangement he had made with me of returning vid Yamboo, 
where, had. I awaited him, I should probably have avoided the - 
mortification. of witnessing the extraordinary alteration which had _ 
taken place in His Excellency’ s deportment from the moment he _ 
discovered that the object of this 3 mission conld n not be converted , 
to his private adyantage. Ra he 
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It has ynluckily fallen to my lot to have become acquainted 
with a leading feature of Ibrahim Pacha’s character, from personal 
observation, to which I have to add that the general history of 
the late campaign ontrusted to his management exhibits a series 
of the most barbarous cruelties, committed in violation of the 
fuith of the most sacred promises; on some occasions to enrich 
himself by the plunder of the very tribes who had contributed 
to his succosses, and in other cases to obtain possession of the 
wealth of such of his vanquished encmics as had for a moment 
screcned themselves from his rage, These unfortunate wretches, 
deluded by the fairest promises, have frequently fallen victims 
to his avaricious disposition, and insatiable desirc to shed human 
blood. 


I have the honour to acquaint your Honourable Board that I 
have laid before Mr. Salt the particulars of theso occurrences, 
under an impression that His Highness the Viccroy may view 
the conduct of his son and General in the light it deserves, and 
may fecl inclined to express his disapprobation in such terms as 
will anticipate the remonstrances which that line of conduct must 
naturally draw forth; my stay at Jeddah will therefore be deferred 
till snch timo as I may reccive an answer from Egypt, or hear of 
the arrival of a vessel from India, which latter circumstance is 
hardly to be expected at this season. 


I have the honour to be, &c., 
Jeddah, 18th November 1819. 


